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Terms  of  Sale  and  Grading 


1.  An  order  blank  has  been 
provided  tor  your  convenience.  En¬ 
close  your  remittance  or  use  Master¬ 
Card,  Visa,  or  American  Express 
(send  all  the  information  in  raised 
print  on  your  card,  the  name  of  the 
issuing  bank,  and  be  sure  to  sign 
your  order).  Please  list  alternate 
choices  if  possible  (these  will  only 
be  used  if  your  first  choice  has 
been  sold  earlier).  If  you  are  order¬ 
ing  for  a  type  set,  just  put  "same 
type"  for  your  second  choice.  We 
will  then  send  a  coin  of  the  same 
design  type  and  of  equal  or  higher 
grade  and  value  if  your  first  choice 
has  been  sold.  Please  add  $2  post¬ 
age  and  handling  for  all  orders  un¬ 
der  $200.  Orders  will  be  sent 
insured,  either  through  our  private 
carrier  or  the  United  States  Post 
Office. 

2.  Any  item  can  be  reserved 
by  telephone  Monday  through  Fri¬ 
day  9:00  a.m.  to  noon  and  1:00 
p.m.  to  5:00  p.m.  Call  our  Direct 
Sales  Department— TOLL  FREE— at 
800-222-5993.  New  Hampshire  resi¬ 
dents  use  our  regular  line 
603-569-5095. 

3.  GUARANTEE:  Any  item  not 
satisfactory  for  any  reason,  including 
grading,  may  be  returned  within  30 
days  of  receipt  (coins  certified  by 
ANA,  HALLMARK,  PCGS,  and  NGC 
have  a  return  privilege  of  seven  (7) 
days).  Exceptions:  Bullion  coins, 
dealer-to-dealer  transactions,  or 
coins  for  which  the  price  is 
negotiated.  Coins  sent  in  sealed 
holders  issued  by  grading  services 
must  be  returned  untampered  with 
and  in  the  same  sealed  holders  for 
the  guarantee  to  be  effective.  Grad¬ 
ing  is  a  subjective  description  that 
represents  the  opinion  of  the  cata¬ 
loguer  as  to  the  state  of  preservation 
of  a  particular  item.  All  such  terms, 
including  adjectival  and  numerical 
descriptions  of  coins  and  paper 
money,  are  the  opinion  of  the  cata¬ 
loguer  and  are  not  an  attribution. 

No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or 
implied,  is  made  with  respect  to 
such  adjectival  or  numerical 
descriptions  which  can  and  do  vary 
among  experts.  Further,  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  various  published  stan¬ 
dards  has  changed  over  a  period  of 
time.  However,  it  has  been  our  ex¬ 
perience  (dating  to  1953)  that  our 
conservative  grading  and  reasonable 
prices  have  pleased  countless  thou¬ 
sands  of  discriminating  numis¬ 
matists.  In  the  process  we  have  built 
what  is  probably  the  most  success¬ 
ful  rare  coin  dealership  in  the  world 
today.  All  items  are  guaranteed 
authentic  (any  coin  proved  to  be 
otherwise  will  be  accepted  for  a  re¬ 
fund  of  the  money  paid,  or  a 
replacement,  at  our  option,  without 
further  liability). 

4.  As  the  future  is  unknown, 
no  guarantee,  implicit  or  expressed, 
is  made  concerning  the  investment 


performance  dr  quality  of  any  coin 
or  its  price  in  the  future.  Market 
prices  are  determined  by  supply 
and  demand.  Moreover,  grading  in¬ 
terpretations  may  change  over  a 
period  of  time.  It  is  possible  for 
prices  to  go  down  as  well  as  up. 

5.  All  transactions  are  deemed  to 
take  place  in  New  Hampshire  as  the 
place  of  venue,  under  Carroll  Coun¬ 
ty  and  New  Hampshire  State  laws. 

6.  All  coins  are  kept  in  bank 
vaults.  We  maintain  no  over-the- 
counter  facilities.  We  do  attend  cer¬ 
tain  national  and  regional  conven¬ 
tions  and  are  pleased  to  meet  our 
clients  in  person  there.  We  are  as 
close  as  your  telephone  or  mailbox 
and  invite  your  inquiries  on  any  nu¬ 
mismatic  subject  of  interest  to  you. 

7.  This  catalogue  cancels  all  pre¬ 
vious  lists  and  quotations.  While  we 
have  made  an  effort  to  avoid  typo¬ 
graphical  errors,  we  cannot  be  respon¬ 
sible  for  any  errors  which  may  occur. 

S.  At  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  we  employ  our  interpretation  of 
the  Photograde  and  ANA  systems. 
While  we  endeavor  to  be  conserva¬ 


Bowers  and 

If  you  are  receiving  this  issue  of 
the  Rare  Coin  Review  as  a  sample 
copy,  then  we  invite  you  to  sub¬ 
scribe  in  order  to  receive  future  is¬ 
sues  the  moment  they  are  released! 

The  following  PREFERRED  sub¬ 
scription  rates  are  for  ACTIVE 
NUMISMATISTS  only  and  are  in¬ 
tended  for  those  who  are  purchasers 
or  auction  bidders  or  who  intend  to 
become  such.  Subscriptions  are  not 
solicited  from  others,  except  at  dou¬ 
ble  the  following  rates,  for  it  costs 
over  twice  what  we  charge  in  order 
to  produce,  print,  and  deliver  these 
catalogues  to  you! 

just  indicate  the  subscription  type 
that  you  desire:  any  of  1  through 
7C— on  the  order  blank  with  this  is¬ 
sue,  and  return  it  to  us  with  your 
remittance. 


tive  in  the  matter  of  grading,  you 
are  in  any  event  protected  by  our 
30-day  money-back  guarantee  of 
satisfaction.  We  have  been  pleasing 
customers  for  many  years! 

9.  Bowers  and  Merena  Gal¬ 
leries  and/or  staff  members  are 
members  of  the  Professional  Numis¬ 
matists  Guild,  American  Numisma¬ 
tic  Association  (life  members),  the 
American  Numismatic  Society,  and 
other  leading  organizations.  Q. 

David  Bowers  served  as  president  of 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild 
1977-1979  and  president  of  the 
American  Numismatic  Association 
1983-1985.  Others  staff  members 
have  likewise  been  active  in  the  nu¬ 
mismatic  hobby  and  profession  for 
many  years.  Certain  principals  of 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  are 
principals  in  the  Hallmark  Grading 
Service,  Inc. 

10.  Items  may  be  sent  on 
open  account  if  credit  has  been 
previously  established.  Interest 

will  be  charged  on  unpaid  accounts 
at  the  rate  of  V/i %  per  month  (18% 
per  annum)  after  30  days. 


■  Subscription  1:  The  next  six  Rare 
Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if 
ordered  separately)  plus  all  Special 
Coin  Letter  issues  produced  during 
that  period  (an  additional  value  of 
$30  to  $70)  PLUS  the  next  four 
Kingswood  mail  bid  sale  catalogue, 
PLUS  the  next  six  auction  cata¬ 
logues  produced  by  Auctions  by 
Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc.,  and  prices 
realized  list  to  be  sent  after  each 
sale.  A  value  of  over  $200  if  or¬ 
dered  separately! 

Subscription  1 . $69.00 

■  Subscription  1A:  Same  as  Sub¬ 
scription  No.  1,  except  that  our 
Grand  Format™  auction  catalogues, 
Rare  Coin  Reviews,  and  Kingswood 
catalogues  will  be  mailed  FIRST 
CLASS.  (Special  Coin  Letters  will  be 
sent  by  Bulk  Rate).  Mailed  to  U.S. 
addresses  only. 
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Subscription  1A . $95.00 

■  Subscription  2:  The  next  six  Rare 
Coin  Review  issues  (a  $30  value  if 
ordered  separately)  plus  all  Special 
Coin  Letter  issues  produced  during 
that  period  (an  additional  value  of 
$30  to  $70)  mailed  to  U.S.  ad¬ 
dresses. 

Subscription  2 . $19.00 

■  Subscription  6:  To  Canada  and 
Mexico— our  Subscription  No.  1: 

By  regular  mail . $85.00 

■  Subscription  6A:  Subscription 

No.  1  to  Canada  and  Mexico  by 
First  Class  mail . $135.00 

■  Subscription  7:  To  other  foreign 

addresses — our  Subscription  No.  1: 
By  regular  mail  . $100.00 

■  Subscription  7A:  Subscription  No. 
1  to  other  foreign  addresses 

by  Air  Mail . $175.00 


FOR  INSTANT  SERVICE,  CALL 

(800)  222-5993 

and  charge  your  purchase  to  your 
VISA ,  MasterCard ,  or  American  Express 
account  (Orders  only  please) 

IN  NEW  HAMPSHIRE:  24-HOUR  FAX  NUMBER: 

(603)  569-5095  (603)  569-5319 


Merena  Subscription  Rates 


A  Few  Words 

FROM  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


In  this  Rare  Coin 
Review:  An  interesting 


Welcome  to  our  latest  Rare  Coin  Review.  In  the  pages 
to  follow  is  an  interesting  selection  of  choice,  rare, 
and  desirable  United  States  coins,  an  offering  of 
numismatic  books  at  a  discount,  and  what  I  hope 
you  will  find  to  be  interesting  articles,  "fillers,"  and  other  features. 
Your  order  for  coins  of  interest  will  be  welcomed  by  all  of  us  here 
at  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries. 


selection  of  choice,  rare, 


and  desirable  United 


States  coins! 


The  market  offers  many  buying  opportunities,  in  our  opinion, 
especially  in  the  wake  of  a  slump  experienced  in  certain  areas 
during  the  last  part  of  1  989.  Common  date  Morgan  dollars,  certain 
commemorative  issues,  and  others  are  now  selling  for  less  than 
they  were  before,  and  now  is  an  attractive  time  to  buy.  Anything 
that  was  a  good  value  a  half  year  ago  should  be  an  even  better 
value  now!  At  the  same  time,  there  has  not  been  much  change  in 
the  value  of  scarcer  and  rarer  coins,  and  if  anything  they  continue 
to  be  increasingly  difficult  to  locate.  Our  main  problem  here 
is  buying  coins  for  inventory,  and  not  selling  them— for  rare 
coins  priced  reasonably  tend  to  sell  themselves  automatically. 

If  you  are  a  typical  Bowers  and  Merena  client  you  are  a 
serious  collector— a  person  who  has  been  attracted  to  numis¬ 
matics  for  artistic,  historical,  and  other  reasons.  Among  these 
reasons  may  be  investment,  but  not  as  the  primary  motive. 
Perhaps  you  share  my  feeling  that  the  best  way  to  invest  in 
coins  is  to  form  a  meaningful  collection.  Do  this,  form  the 
collection  with  care,  keep  it  for  the  long  term,  and  upon  sale  you 
will  likely  be  rewarded  with  a  nice  profit,  if  history  repeats  itself. 

This  issue  is  filled  with  many  choice,  rare,  and  desirable  items. 
Check  on  page  four  the  beautiful  1  793  Liberty  Cap  cent,  an 
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American  classic,  and  on  page  five— the  sixth  finest  known  1  794 
Starred  Reverse  cent— a  piece  which  has  always  been  one  of  our 
favorites.  Don't  overlook  another  rarity  in  the  large  cent  series,  the 
1  795  Jefferson  Head  cent  offered  on  the  following  page. 

Two-cent  pieces  and  three-cent  pieces  are  offered  on  page  1 3, 
followed  by  nickel  five-cent  pieces,  then  by  half  dimes,  dimes,  and 
other  silver  series.  I  call  your  attention  to  a  very  nice  1  796  quarter 
dollar,  a  classic  of  that  denomination,  on  page  17.  Half  dollars 
commence  on  page  23  with  a  1  794,  the  first  year  of  issue,  always 
a  popular  rarity.  Silver  dollars  comprise  many  interesting  things, 
including  high-grade  early  issues,  a  very  nice  1876  Gobrecht,  a 
prooflike  1893-CC  Morgan  rarity,  and  one  of  the  nicest  1895 
dollars  we  have  ever  sold. 

Gold  coins  have  always  been  a  specialty  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries,  and  this  issue  offers  some  dandy  ones,  including  the 
classic  1875  gold  dollar  rarity  and  one  of  the  nicest  1 854  $3  pieces 
we  have  ever  handled,  the  Eliasberg  coin. 

Each  and  every  coin  we  offer  in  this  Rare  Coin  Review  comes 
with  a  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction.  We're  not  happy 
until  you  are!  We  take  nothing  for  granted  here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena,  and  each  piece  is  hand-picked  for  quality.  This  goes  for 
slabbed  coins  as  well.  Often  we  have  to  look  through  a  half  dozen, 
a  dozen,  or  even  more  slabbed  coins  in  order  to  discard  stained, 
spotted,  and  otherwise  unattractive  ones— to  pick  pieces  which 
are  "just  right"  for  our  clients. 

Do  you  want  to  have  a  lot  of  fun  with  coins?  The  surest  way 
to  do  it  is  to  buy  some  books.  We  offer  a  list  of  popular 
titles  at  confidential  discount  prices— save  1 0%  to  20%  on 
the  books  that  interest  you  most!  Compared  to  coins,  books  are 
very  inexpensive,  and  yet  an  arm  full  of  books  can  provide  you 
with  several  weeks  of  reading  enjoyment.  Each  book  comes  with 
a  money-back  guarantee  of  satisfaction  as  well. 

Thank  you  for  the  tremendous  business  you  have  been 
sending  our  way.  1 990  was  a  really  fine  year  for  us,  and  we  have 
every  expectation  that  1 991  will  be  fine  as  well.  Our  emphasis  is 
on  personal  service,  and  each  of  us  here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  will  do  whatever  we  can  to  make  your  coin  collecting 
experience  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  one. 

Mark  Borckardt,  our  senior  numismatist,  Liz  Arlin,  and  Gail 
Watson  and  Debbie  White,  all  stand  ready  to  take  care  of  your 
order  from  this  issue— either  by  toll-free  telephone  at  1-800-222- 
5993,  or  by  mail. 

Thank  you  again  for  your  business,  and  best  wishes  to  you  and 
yours  for  a  happy,  healthy,  and  prosperous  1991. 

Sincerely  yours, 

— 

Q.  David  Bowers 

Chairman  of  the  Board 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  Inc. 
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Colonial  ®  Copper 


COINS  FOR  SALE 


Colonial  Coins 


1723  Rosa  Americana  penny.  EF-40.  Tan  fields  surround  sharp  devices. 
The  design  elements  are  well  centered,  and  the  border  denticles  are 

all  present.  [#28759] . 475.00 

1 760  Voce  Populi  halfpenny.  VF-30.  Light  tan.  Some  planchet  irregularity 
is  noted  on  the  obverse.  This  design  is  attributed  to  Mr.  Roche  or 
Roach  of  South  King  Street,  Dublin,  a  maker  of  Army  buttons. 

[#28762] . 235.00 

1787  Nova  Eborac.  Large  Head  variety.  Struck  at  Machin's  Mills. 

Chocolate  brown  surfaces.  [#28769] . 325.00 

1 787  New  Jersey  copper:  •  Maris-63q.  F-12.  [#17387]  $139  •  M.  64-t. 

F-1 2.  [#27523] . 135.00 

1  788  Vermont  copper.  Ryder-27.  Double  struck,  with  left  side  obverse 

legend  appearing  twice.  [#28767]  VG-8/G-4 . 1  75.00 

[1792-94]  Kentucky  token.  EF-40.  Glossy  chestnut  brown  surfaces. 

[#27667] . 275.00 

1794  Franklin  Press  token.  EF-45.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Nice  detail  is 
present  on  both  surfaces.  A  couple  of  minor  rim  bumps  are  noted  for 

accuracy.  [#28774] . 395.00 

1  796  Castorland  Medal.  Modern  bronze  restrike.  AU.  [#28779]  19.00 
"1 783"  Washington  and  Independence.  Small  Bust.  Baker-4.  Engrailed 
Edge.  Boldly  struck.  Lustrous  glossy  brown  fields.  [#27522]  .425.00 
1 783  Washington  UNITY  STATES.  EF-45.  The  variety  with  a  berry  beneath 
F  in  OF.  Glossy  brown  surfaces  with  some  planchet  striations  as 
always.  Walter  Breen  expresses  the  view  in  his  Encyclopedia  that  the 
portrait  of  George  Washington  on  the  obverse  closely  resembles  that 

of  Napoleon  Bonaparte.  [#27668] . 295.00 

Washington  Born  Virginia  restrike  cent.  MS-60.  Deep  orange  toning. 
Uniface.  [#6937] . 19.95 


Half  Cents 


1795:  •  Breen-5a.  Cohen-5a.  G-6.  Rarity-3.  79.5  grains.  Light  brown 
surfaces  surround  sharp  devices  that  exhibit  a  great  deal  of  detail.  An 
exceedingly  nice  example  of  the  grade.  [#29030]  $325  •  C-5b.  G-5. 
Rarity-4.  104.4  grains.  Struck  on  a  light  tan  planchet.  The  central 
motifs  on  the  reverse  have  been  worn  smooth.  The  obverse  still 
shows  nice  definition  for  the  grade.  [#29009] . 435.00 


Enjoyment 

The  following  is  from  S.M.: 

"When  I  first  started  collecting  I  spent  all  of  my  money  on  coins, 
for  I  felt  that  this  was  the  best  place  to  get  values.  Then  I  made  the 
'mistake'  of  ordering  $30  worth  of  books  from  your  Rare  Coin 
Review,  but  what  a  nice  mistake  it  was.  When  the  books  came  I 
dropped  everything  and  four  days  later  emerged  with  a  renewed 
appreciation  of  the  hobby,  and  with  an  enjoyment  I  never  thought 
I  would  experience.  Since  then,  every  coin  I  have  bought  has 
'come  alive'  when  I  read  about  it.  Let  me  thank  you  for  the  nice 
discounts  you  give  for  the  books  you  sell— this  thoughtfulness  is 
appreciated  and  makes  my  coin  budget  go  ever  so  much  further." 


Condition  Census  1795  Half  Cent 


1795  Punctuated  Date.  Plain  Edge.  B-4:2C.  C-4.  AU-58.  Condi¬ 
tion  Census.  Hints  of  mint  red  are  present  on  fully  lustrous  fields. 
Breen  lists  six  Uncirculated  examples  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United 
States  Half  Cents  1793-1 857.  Some  weakness  in  strike  is  evident  in  the 
central  portions  of  the  obverse  and  reverse  motifs.  A  slight  die  bulge 
is  noted  in  the  right  obverse  field,  which  is  typical  for  the  variety. 
Commonly  referred  to  as  the  Punctuated  Date  variety  due  to  a  die 
chip  in  the  field  between  the  1  and  7  which  looks  similar  to  a  comma. 
Many  of  the  1 795  half  cent  varieties  were  struck  on  poorly  mixed  and 
annealed  copper  blanks  which  tended  to  produce  a  higher  percentage 
of  pieces  with  chipped,  cracked  or  split  planchets,  as  well  as  a  wide 
range  of  weights.  The  standard  weight  of  the  issue  was  84  grains,  but 
some  pieces  struck  weighed  as  much  as  89.6  grains.  A  prize  for  the 
specialist.  [#24199] . 7,450.00 


1803:  •  B-l .  C-l .  F-1 2.  [#29031  ]  $1 1 0  •  B-4.  C-4.  F-1 2.  Nice  detail  for  the 
grade.  [#29033] . 110.00 

1804  Spiked  Chin:  •  B-6.  C-6.  Die  State  11.  F-1 5.  An  elusive  issue. 

[#28969]  $150  •  B-7.  C-8.  VF-20.  Attractive,  with  medium  brown 
surfaces  that  are  free  of  detracting  marks.  [#29034] . 1 35.00 

1 804:  •  B-9.  C-9.  F-1 5.  [#29035]  $95  •  B-l  2.  C-l  1 .  Plain  4.  Stems.  F-1 5. 
[#29037] . 150.00 

1805  Small  5.  No  Stems.  B-1.C-1.  F-12.  [#29039] . 65.00 

1806  Large  6.  B-4.  C-4.  VF-30.  A  beautiful  piece  which  has  been 

exceptionally  well  preserved.  Light  tan  fields  surround  well  defined 
devices.  [#29041  ] . 1 1 5.00 


1 806  Large  6.  Stems.  B-4.  C-4.  MS-63  RB.  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  fully  lustrous 

example  exhibiting  hints  of  mint  red  around  the  lettering.  Most  of  the 
design  elements  are  boldly  struck,  especially  the  details  of  Miss 
Liberty's  hair.  A  delight  for  the  half  cent  collector.  Call  quickly  on  this 
beauty!  [#281 14] . 2,750.00 

1 807  B-1 .  C-1 .  VF-20  [#29042]  . 1 25.00 

1 809/6  B-5.  C-5.  EF-40. 9  over  erroneous  inverted  9  in  date.  Boldly  struck 

devices  are  surrounded  by  medium  brown  surfaces.  A  popular 

diecutting  error  variety.  [#29045] . 165.00 

1809:  •  B-4.  C-3.  EF-45.  Well  centered  on  a  medium  brown  planchet. 

Sharply  struck  and  sure  to  please.  [#29044] . 165.00 

1826:  •  B-2.  C-2.  VF-20.  [#20124]  $79  •  B-2.  C-2.  EF-40.  Chocolate  brown 
fields.  [#29048]  $185  •  B-1.  C-1.  MS-60.  Highly  lustrous,  brick  red 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  82 


PofLe  3 


Copper 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


surfaces  surround  sharply  defined  devices.  Superb  aesthetic  appeal. 


[#29438] . 475.00 

1828  12  Stars:  •  VF-20.  [#4771]  $79  •  VF-30.  [#4774] . 95.00 


The  1828  12  Slars  half  cent  is  the  only  issue  of  its  denomination  bearing  the  wrong  count 
of  1  2  obverse  stars.  Apparently  someone  at  the  Mint  was  not  paying  attention  and 
arranged  the  stars  improperly.  Another  notable  issue  with  this  errant  star  count  is  the  1 832 


S5  gold  piece. 

1828  13  Stars.  B-2.  C-3.  AU-50.  Burnished.  [329051] . 100.00 

1 829  B-1 .  C-1 .  AU-50.  Lustrous  tan  fields  are  highlighted  by  hints  of  sky 

blue  toning.  An  aesthetically  appealing  piece.  [#29052] . 160.00 

1832:  •  B-1.  C-1.  EF-40.  [#29228]  $75  •  B-3.  C-3.  EF-45.  Recolored. 

[#29053] . 80.00 

1834  B-1.  C-1.  EF-45.  [#29054] . 65.00 

1835:  •  B-1.  C-1.  EF-40.  [#29365]  $75  •  AU-55.  [#26691  ] . 169.00 

1837  Low-49  HALF  CENT  WORTH  OF  PURE  COPPER  token.  EF-45. 
Brick  red  fields.  Popular.  [#29057] . 125.00 


1851  B-1.  C-1.  EF-40.  [#29996] . 79.00 


1853:  •  B-1.  C-1.  EF-45.  [#29997]  $95  •  MS-64  BN  (NCC).  Frosty  and 
lustrous  with  hints  of  mint  red  around  the  devices.  A  handsome  piece 


for  a  high-grade  type  collection.  [#30030] . 725.00 

1 855  B-1 .  C-1 .  MS-60.  Sharply  struck  devices  are  enhanced  by  full  mint 
lustre  and  glossy  brown  surfaces.  Attractive.  [#29064] . 245.00 


Large  Cents 


Impressive  1793  Liberty  Cap  Cent 


1793  Liberty  Cap.  Bisecting  Crack.  Sheldon-14.  Rarity-5.  EF-40. 

Absolutely  superb  light  olive-brown  surfaces.  A  tiny  scratch  is  noted 
behind  the  curls  and  probably  should  not  even  be  mentioned,  for  it 
blends  nicely  with  the  color.  Obverse  and  reverse  beading  is  complete 
and  sharp,  providing  a  well-centered  appearance.  Careful  inspection 
indicates  the  edge  was  lettered  twice.  The  obverse  die  crack  from  top 
to  bottom  is  visible  on  every  known  example  of  this  variety  and  serves 


as  an  instant  attribution  aid.  This  specimen  was  offered  as  Lot  25  of 
Auction  '90  as  third  finest  known  although  it  actually  ranks  as  fifth 
finest  known  and  is  virtually  tied  with  the  Norweb  example  as  fourth 
finest  known.  Here  indeed  is  an  American  numismatic  classic  that 
has  it  all:  basic  rarity,  the  first  year  of  its  type,  high  grade,  and  superb 
aesthetic  appeal.  The  connoisseur  will  appreciate  this  coin  as  one  of 
the  highlights  of  his  or  her  collection.  [#28784] . 38,500.00 
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Especially  Sharp  VF-20  1794  Starred  Reverse  1c 


1794  Starred  Reverse.  S-48.  Rarity-5+.  VF-20  (ANA  Cache).  Early 
die  state  with  the  stars  especially  sharply  defined.  Here  is  a  landmark 
offering  of  this  extremely  popular  and  mysterious  variety.  The  present 
specimen  has  all  94  stars  bold  except  where  obscured  by  the  denticles. 
The  surfaces  of  this  specimen  are  dark  brown  with  several  minor  marks 
and  hairline  scratches  noted  in  the  obverse  field,  predominantly  in  front 
of  Liberty's  neck.  The  reverse  exhibits  minor  signs  of  handling  consis¬ 
tent  with  the  grade.  The  coin  offered  here  is  a  new  discovery,  previously 
unlisted  in  the  Condition  Census,  and  ranks  as  sixth  finest  known  for 


the  variety,  as  attested  by  Walter  Breen  in  an  accompanying  letter. 
[#28785] . 34,900.00 

Prior  to  its  discovery  in  1 990,  this  piece  was  unknown  to  the  collecting  fraternity.  In  fact, 
its  prior  owner  had  included  it  in  his  collection  as  a  1  794  large  cent,  without  noticing  the 
reverse  stars!  He  was,  naturally,  both  pleasantly  surprised  and  financially  rewarded  when  the 
correct  attribution  was  made! 

The  purpose  of  the  94  stars  placed  on  the  reverse  is  unknown.  In  Penny  Whimsy,  Dr.  William 
Sheldon  noted  that  the  stars  are  punched  too  lightly  to  be  intended  as  a  border  and  are  more 
likely  "the  whim  of  an  idle  hour  at  the  Mint."  Other  theories  of  this  variety,  which  was 
discovered  by  Henry  Chapman  in  the  late  1870s,  also  have  not  been  proved.  It  is  probable 
that  the  true  purpose  may  never  be  known. 


Buying  And  Selling 

Recently  Liz  Arlin  wrote  to  W.S.,  a  Connecticut  client,  and 
offered  him  a  coin  on  his  Want  List,  a  very  attractive  1803  half  dime, 
suggesting  that  he  call  or  write.  This  brought  forth  the  following 
response: 

“Dear  Liz, 

'Thank  you  for  your  letter,  but  I  have  since  decided  to  sell  my 
entire  collection.  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg  of  your  organization  is 
handling  it  for  me  at  auction. 

“You  have  been  super  with  me  over  the  years,  and  I  thank  you 
for  all  of  your  courtesy.  Your  firm  certainly  offers  the  best  service 
available." 


A  Letter  From  Denis  W.  Loring 

The  following  letter  was  recently  received  from  Denis  W. 
Loring,  well-known  specialist  in  large  cents  and  other  early  coins. 

'Thank  you  for  you  kind  words  in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  81 
reg.  rding  my  election  to  membership  in  the  Rittenhouse  Society. 
It  was  (obviously)  the  highlight  of  the  1990  ANA  Convention  for 
me.  Recognition  by  one's  peers— and  betters— is  perhaps  the 
greatest  reward  one  can  hope  for  in  an  activity  like  numismatics. 

“One  other  thing:  on  page  24  you  say  you  would  'be  delighted 
to  write  out  a  check  for  tens  of  thousands  of  dollars  for  a  1 793 
Strawberry  Leaf  large  cent  in  G-4  preservation.'  When  you  do,  just 
add  your  mark-up,  and  send  the  coin  along  to  me." 
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Outstanding  1795  Jefferson  Head  Cent 


1 795  Jefferson  Head.  S-80.  Rarity-5+.  VC-1 0.  From  our  sale  of  the 
Norweb  Collection,  November  1 4-1 5,  1 988,  Lot  2740.  Toned  deep 
olive-brown  with  uniform  light  porosity  noted  on  obverse  and  reverse 
surfaces.  Some  minor  edge  nicks  are  noted  along  with  a  small 
attempted  puncture  just  below  the  obverse  center  dot.  Sharpness  is 
at  least  VF-20  with  the  defects  noted  mentioned  to  provide  an 
accurate  description  of  this  interesting  issue.  This  example,  formerly 
Lot  74  of  the  1 953  ANA  Convention  sale,  just  misses  the  low  end  of 
the  Condition  Census  which  ranges  from  VF-35  down  to  F-15. 
[#28801] . 21,500.00 

It  is  believed  that  the  Jefferson  Head  cent  was  privately  issued  by  John  Harper  early  in 
1 795  as  an  example  of  his  work,  in  an  attempt  to  secure  a  private  coinage  contract. 
Congress  held  hearings  concerning  the  proposal  of  closing  the  Federal  Mint  in  lieu  of 
coinage  contracts  being  provided  to  outside  agencies.  We  invite  interested  readers  to 
consult  Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Coloinal  Coins  available  from 
our  Publications  Department. 


Classic  1799/8  Cent 


1799/8  S-188.  VG-10.  A  sharp  example  of  this  classic  large  cent 
rarity.  The  overall  surface  of  the  coin  is  very  pleasing.  A  superb 
opportunity  for  the  large  cent  specialist.  [#18302] . 4,650.00 


Historical  1799  Large  Cent 


1 799  Unique  Die  State.  S-1 89.  VF-30/30  (ANA  certificate).  The 

reverse  is  lightly  corroded  as  noted  on  the  ANA  certificate.  Dr. 
Sheldon  notes  "one  example  is  known,  about  VF-30,  with  the  reverse 
breaks  at  their  heaviest,  and  with  a  straight  line  obverse  crack..."  We 
are  not  aware  of  a  second  specimen  displaying  this  crack.  This  historic 
cent  has  found  its  way  into  the  collections  of  such  notable  numismatists 
as  Newcomb,  Sheldon,  Paschal,  Naftzger,  FHalpern,  and  FHettger. 
Illustrated  in  Sheldon's  reference  and  featured  as  the  Guide  Book 
plate  coin  from  1963  through  1965.  The  historical  pedigree  com¬ 
bined  with  the  unique  die  state  provides  an  opportunity  not  to  be 
missed.  [#22986) . 11,795.00 


1803  S-255.  EF-40.  Condition  Census.  Well  centered  on  the  planchet, 
the  obverse  central  motifs  exhibit  strong  detail.  A  pleasing  piece  that 
would  make  a  nice  addition  to  an  early  type  set.  [#27924] ..  795.00 

1804  Restrike.  MS-60.  Superb  surfaces  with  light  tan  faded  from  mint 

red.  Struck  in  the  1 860s  to  create  a  cent  bearing  the  1 804  date.  The 
obverse  was  that  of  1803  S-261  (altered  to  1804)  with  the  reverse 
from  a  reground  die  of  1820.  [#28788] . 695.00 


To  Order  Cadi  Toll-Free 
1  800  222  5993 
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1806  S-270.  EF-40.  Sharply  struck  with  almost  all  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair 
strands  showing  full  definition.  A  tiny  nick  is  present  in  the  field  in  front 
of  Miss  Liberty's  nose,  as  illustrated.  Only  a  tiny  proportion  of  the 
survivors  of  this  issue  are  this  nicely  preserved.  Certainly,  here  is  a 
prize  for  the  advanced  specialist.  [#27925] . 1,1 50.00 


1814  Plain  4.  S-295.  AU-50  (ANA  Cache).  A  superb  example  of  the 
Classic  Head  type,  with  glossy  chocolate  brown  fields.  The  devices 
are  sharper  than  generally  encountered  on  this  issue.  A  nice  piece  for 
a  large  cent  collection  or  an  early  type  set.  [#29490] . 2,150.00 

1816  Newcomb-2.  MS-62.  Dark  tan  with  splashes  of  mint  red.  A  small 

spot  in  the  field  near  Miss  Liberty's  chin  provides  instant  identifica¬ 
tion.  A  survivor  of  the  Randall  Hoard.  [#28790] . 775.00 

1817  N-3.  Rarity-2.  AU-50.  Pleasingexample with justafewminor  marks 

on  the  obverse.  The  obverse  displays  pleasingdark  brown  toningwith 
lighter  tan  and  dark  brown  displayed  on  the  reverse.  An  exceptional 
candidate  for  the  date  or  type  collector.  [#28817] . 575.00 

1817  N-8.  Rarity-2.  AU-50.  Choice  surfaces  exhibit  mixed  brown  shades. 
The  devices  are  highlighted  with  lustre  while  a  few  minute  marks  are 
present  on  the  obverse.  An  early  die  state  without  the  "mouse"  die 
break  above  Miss  Liberty's  head.  [#28818] . 650.00 

1817  N-14.  MS-63  RB.  Highly  lustrous  surfaces  are  complemented  by 
85%  mint  red.  An  attractive  example  of  the  issue;  sure  to  please  the 
most  discriminating  collector.  [#29142] . 575.00 

1817  15  Stars.  N-16.  VF-20.  [#29138] . 65.00 

1818  N-9.  VF-20.  [#29140] . 75.00 

1819  Large  Date.  N-2:  •  EF-40.  [#29993]  $185  •  EF-45.  Attractive 

surfaces  with  deep  brown  toning.  Intermediate  die  state  with  die 
cracks  noted  through  the  date  and  stars.  Light  die  rust  is  present 
around  the  upper  stars  on  the  obverse  and  the  reverse  legends. 
[#28915]  J . 275.00 

Die  rust  appears  as  raised  dots  on  the  coin.  This  should  not  be  confused  with  porosity 
and  does  not  affect  the  value  of  a  coin. 

1 820/1 9  N-2.  F-1  5.  [#26698] . 79.00 


1 820  N-1 2.  Rarity-3.  AU-58.  Lustrous,  dark  brown  surfaces.  Hair  and  leaf 
details  are  well  defined  on  this  early  die  state.  An  exceptional  example 
for  the  date  or  variety  collector.  [#28916] . 675.00 


1821  N-1 .  F-1 2.  [#26431] . 175.00 

1 822:  •  N-6.  EF-40.  Light  tan  mixed  with  dark  brown  tones.  A  few  minor 
surface  nicks  are  noted  as  being  consistent  with  the  grade.  [#2891 7] 
$325  •  N-11.  EF-40.  Soft  brown  fields  are  heightened  by  sky  blue 
overtones.  The  design  elements  are  quite  sharp  with  just  a  trace  of 


rubbing  on  the  high  points.  [#29994] . 375.00 

182.3/2  N-1.  VC-8.  [#29137] . 135.00 


1826/5  N-8.  EF-40.  An  important  overdate  in  the  series.  This  piece  is  a 
handsome  example  with  light  brown  fields  and  iridescent  overtones. 
An  opportunity  for  the  advanced  large  cent  collector.  Call  quickly  on 
this  one!  [#29995] . 695.00 


Important  Choice  AU  1826/5  1c 


1826/5  N-8.  AU-55.  Gorgeous  surfaces  with  nice  light  brown  toning. 
Slightly  soft  strike  typical  for  this  variety.  This  overdate  variety  is  quite 
popular  and  difficult  to  obtain  in  the  higher  grades.  The  diagnostic 
attribution  point  for  this  die  is  the  sixth  star,  which  points  left  of  the 

coronet.  [#28795] . 2,350.00 

1826:  •  N-4.  EF-40.  Pleasing  medium  brown  surfaces.  [#27935]  $235  • 
N-5.  EF-40.  Appealing  tobacco  brown  toning.  Much  frosty  mint  lustre 
can  be  seen  in  thefields.  [#2791  7]  $375  •  N-4.  EF-45.  Beautiful,  glossy 
brick  red  coloration.  Sharp  and  attractive  in  every  way.  [#29351] 
$325  •  N-9.  Rarity-3.  AU-50.  A  scarce  variety  displaying  choice 


surfaces  in  pleasing  olive-brown.  [#28794] . 725.00 

1827  N-1.  VF-20.  [#29141] . 75.00 


1827  N-2.  EF-45.  Dark  brown  with  choice  surfaces.  According  to  the 
most  current  Condition  Census  information  available  to  us,  this 
attractive  specimen  is  tied  for  seventh  finest  known  for  the  variety. 
[#28796] . 1,275.00 


Order  Early! 
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1829  N-5.  Obverse  brockage.  VF-35.  Deep  chocolate  brown  with 
pleasing  glossy  surfaces  typical  of  the  planchet  stock  of  the  year. 
Struck  just  slightly  off  center  to  the  left,  but  lacking  only  the  denticles 
to  complete  the  obverse  type.  Bold  obverse  brockage,  the  "reverse" 
of  the  piece  showing  the  incused  and  reversed  outline  of  the  obverse 
die  design  in  much  sharper  detail  than  the  design  can  be  seen  intaglio 
on  the  obverse.  The  line  that  can  be  seen  on  the  brockage  side  at 
10:00  was  caused  by  a  small  piece  of  wire,  which  had  been  stuck  in 
the  dies,  that  came  between  the  planchet  and  the  obverse  of  the  coin. 
Large  cent  errors  are  generally  rare,  and  are  eagerly  competed  for. 
Spectacular  ones,  such  as  full  obverse  brockages,  are  extremely  rare 

and  highly  desirable.  [#18635] . 1,795.00 

1829  N-6.  EF-40.  A  nice  middle-date  piece  for  a  type  set. 
[#29114] . 275.00 


1829  Large  Letters.  N-8.  AU-58.  Lustrous  light  brown  intermingled  with 
areas  of  darker  toning.  Quite  well  struck  with  choice  surfaces.  Well 
centered  with  complete  border  dentilation  on  obverse  and  reverse. 

Elusive  in  higher  grades.  [#28919] . 725.00 

1 83 1  N-1 .  AU-55.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  The  surfaces  are  brick  red  in  color 

and  enhance  boldly  struck  devices.  [#28920] . 595.00 

1831  N-1 1.  EF-40.  [#291 11] . 195.00 


1831  N-1 2.  AU-55  BN.  (NGC).  An  absolutely  gorgeous  coin  with 
exceptionalaesthetic  appeal.  The  devices  are  sharply  struck,  and  the 
surfaces  are  satinlike  with  beautiful  tan  highlights.  An  interesting  die 
crack  connects  the  obverse  stars.  Sure  to  delight  the  connoisseur. 

[#29439] . 750.00 

1832.  N-1.  EF-45.  This  sharp  and  attractive  exsmple  is  sure  to  please. 

[#29110] . 250.00 

183.3  N-6.  VF-30.  [#27939] . 110.00 

1834  N-3.  EF-40.  [#27940] . 145.00 

1836:  •  N-2.  AU-50.  Lustrous  tan  fields  are  highlighted  by  sky  blue 

overtones.  [#29108]  $265  •  N-3.  MS-62  BN.  (PCGS).  Lustrous  tan 
fields  are  toned  in  splashes  of  gunmetal-blue  toning.  Well  struck. 

[#27927] . 495.00 

1837  N-4.  AU-55.  Glossy  light  tan  fields  are  complemented  hy  frosty 

lustre.  Very  attractive.  [#29107] . 265.00 


1838  N-6.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS).  Rich,  glossy  brown,  virtually  immaculate 

fields  surround  boldly  struck  motifs.  A  beautiful  piece,  sure  to  delight 
the  large  cent  specialist.  [#29295] . 895.00 

1 839  Silly  Flead.  N-9.  EF-40.  Popular  variety.  Chocolate  brown  coloration. 

[#29284] . 195.00 

1840  N-3.  AU-50.  Subdued  lustre  is  toned  brick  red  with  iridescent 

highlights.  Well  struck.  [#27941] . 245.00 

1841  N-6.  EF-45.  [#27943] . 195.00 


Gem  1841  Cent 


1841  N-4b.  Rarity-3.  MS-65.  Superb  lustrous  olive-brown  sur¬ 
faces.  As  a  year,  1841  large  cents  are  perhaps  the  most  difficult 
Braided  Hair  type  to  obtain  in  Mint  State  preservation.  Among  the  top 
six  known  for  this  variety.  [#28798] . 3,895.00 


1 843  N-2.  AU-50.  Attractive  chocolate  brown  surfaces  enhance  this  coin. 

[#28064] . 235.00 

1844/81  N-2.  F-1 2.  [#29153] . 55.00 

1844  N-3.  AU-55.  A  dark  brown  example  with  a  very  sharp  strike. 

[#29998] . 350.00 

From  the  renowned  Starr  and  Hines  collections. 


Beautiful  1844  Cent 

4th  Finest  Known 


1844  N-1.  MS-63  RB.  Exceedingly  attractive  with  15%  mint  red.  Re¬ 
markably  well  preserved.  Believed  to  be  the  fourth  finest  known.  A 


prize  for  the  large  cent  specialist.  [#28799] . 2,150.00 

1848  N-2.  VF-30.  [#30050]  . 55.00 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 
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Classic  1848  Small  Date  Cent  Rarity 


1848  Small  Date.  F-12.  151.5  grains.  A  planchet  clip  is  noted 
from  1 2:00  to  2:00  on  the  obverse— as  evidenced  by  the  photograph. 
One  of  only  7  known.  The  1848  Small  Date  cent  is  certainly  a 
mysterious  issue  and  may  have  been  product  of  private  enterprise.  It 
is  surmised  that  they  may  have  been  made  in  New  York.  Only  seven 
survivors  have  been  traced,  and  this  is  the  only  example  of  the  seven 
that  has  been  triple  struck.  A  prize  for  the  large  cent  connoisseur. 
[#28800] . 9,850.00 

This  coin  has  a  pedigree  to  Denis  W.  Lorin g,  the  well  known  large  cent  specialist. 


1851  N-23.  Rarity-4+.  EF-40.  [#29999] . 165.00 


1851  N-29.  MS-65  BN.  (PCCS).  An  exceptional  piece  with  beautiful 

glossy  brown  fields  surrounded  by  hints  of  mint  red.  Sharp  and 
frosty  and  sure  to  delight  the  quality-conscious  large  cent  collector. 
[#26178] . 1,650.00 

1852  N-22.  MS-64  RB.  (Hallmark).  Generous  amounts  of  mint  red  are 

present  throughout.  A  nice,  high-grade  piece  for  an  early  type 
collection.  [#2671 1  ] . 995.00 

1853:  •  N-10.  MS-64  BN.  (PCGS).  Subdued  mint  lustre  is  present  over 
rich  brown  surfaces.  Well  struck.  [#24349]  $435  •  N-15.  MS-64  BN. 
(PCGS).  Frosty  mint  lustre  is  present  over  glossy  brown  fields.  Sharply 

struck  and  attractive  in  every  respect.  [#30059] . 435.00 

1855  Upright  5's.  N-3.  AU-55.  [#30000] . 165.00 

1855  Upright  5's.  N-4.  MS-60.  Glossy  light  tan  fields  complement  sharp 

devices.  [#26914] . 265.00 

1 856:  •  N-1 2.  Ef-45  (NGC).  [#29362]  $95  •  MS-63  RB.  Mostly  red  and 

attractive.  A  nice  item  for  a  high-grade  set.  [#29136] . 375.00 

1 857  Large  Date.  N-1 .  AU-50.  [#29354] . 1 35.00 


Small  Cents 


♦  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

1 857  MS-60.  Sharply  struck.  [#28825] . 275.00 

♦  Indian  Head  Cents 

1 860  MS-64  (PCGS).  Beautiful  cartwheel  lustre.  The  first  year  of  the  oak 
wreath  reverse  design.  [#30062] . 425.00 


1862  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  cartwheel  lustre  is  enhanced  by 
rose  and  gold  overtones.  A  sharply  struck  and  handsome 


piece  [#30027] . 425.00 

1863  AU-55.  [#30002] . 49.00 

1864  Copper-nickel.  MS-60.  [#30051] . 125  00 

1866  F-12.  [#29233] . 39.00 

1 872  EF-45.  A  key  date  in  the  Indian  Head  cent  series.  Light  tan  surfaces. 

[#28118] . 325.00 

1873  Closed  3.  AU-55.  This  has  been  recolored.  [#29227] . 195.00 

1874  MS-63  RB.  (PCGS).  [#28090] . 189.00 

1876  AU-50  [#28943] . 75.00 

1879  MS-63  RB.  [#29134] . 135.00 

1882  MS-63  RB.  (#29130) . 135.00 

1884  MS-60.  Recolored.  [#29234] . 40.00 


Gem  Red  MS-66  1885  Cent 


1885  MS-66  RD.  (PCGS).  A  simply  spectacular  example  having  fiery  red 
surfaces  and  faint  heather  highlights.  The  fields  are  fully  lustrous  and 
the  devices  are  sharp.  It  is  doubtful  that  another  specimen  this  nice 
could  be  found  without  a  long  and  arduous  search.  Significantly, 
PCGS  has  certified  only  four  submissions  of  red  Uncirculated  1885 
Indian  cents  as  MS-66,  with  none  better,  according  to  the  September 


1990  Population  Report.  [#27810] . 2,250.00 

1894  AU-55.  Cleaned.  Money  back  guarantee.  [#28002] . 25.00 

1897  Proof-65  RB.  (PCGS).  Attractive.  [#24682] . 595.00 

1899:  •  EF-45.  [#27985]  $13  •  AU-55.  [#30007] . 25.00 

1901  AU-55.  [#30008] . 22.00 

1902  AU-55.  [#30009] . 22.00 

1903  AU-55.  [#30010] . 22.00 

1905  AU-55.  [#30012] . 22.00 

1906:  •  AU-55.  [#30013]  $22  •  MS-63.  [#29978] . 49.00 

1907:  •  AU-55.  [#30014]  $22  •  Proof-63.  (#29236) . 125.00 

1908:  •  AU-55.  [#30015]  $22  •  MS-63.  [#27993]  $69  •  MS-65  RD. 

(PCGS).  A  gorgeous  piece  with  satinlike  lustre  and  mint  red  highlights. 

[#26723] . 495.00 

1 908-S  AU-55.  [#2901 1  ] . 1 25.00 


♦  Lincoln  Cents 

1909-S  Lincoln:  •  MS-64  RD.  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  [#27398]  $275  • 
MS-65  RB.  (PCGS).  [#26897]  $375  •  MS-65.  RD.  Blazing  mint  red 
lustre  is  complemented  by  full  mint  frost.  A  tiny  nick  is  noted  on 
Lincoln's  cheek.  A  beautiful  piece  for  the  quality-conscious  collector. 

[#29282] . 450.00 

1 909  V.D.B.:  •  MS-60.  [#1 81 60]  $9  •  MS-63.  [#18210]  $1 9  •  MS-65  RD. 

|#29979] . 5900 

1909- S  V.D.B.  AU-58.  A  highly  lustrous  piece  with  the  eye  appeal  of  an 
MS-63  coin,  but  graded  AU-58  due  to  some  light  rubbing  on  the  high 
points.  A  trace  of  mint  red  is  present  around  the  periphery.  Just 
484  000  pieces  were  struck.  Sure  to  sell  rapidly.  [#29281]  ..435.00 

1910- S:  •  MS-60.  [#25282]  $85  •  MS-63.  [#239371  $169  •  MS-64  RD. 


(PCGS).  [#27353] . 295.00 

191 1  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck.  [#293211 . 165.00 

1 91 1-S  MS-64  RB.  Lustrous  fields  are  toned  violet  and  rose  and  surround 

well-struck  devices.  [#24302] . 395.00 

1912  MS-64  RB.  [#27357] . 65.00 


1913  MS-65  RB.  (PCGS).  Toned  violet  and  fiery  orange.  The  central 
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This  &  That 

NEWS  AND  NOTES  FROM  AROUND  THE  WORLD 


A  GREAT  ARTICLE  by  John  H.  Burns  appeared  in  Nu¬ 
mismatic  News ,  October  1 6th,  and  was  titled  "Are  You 
a  Numismatist?"  The  writer  classified  four  basic  types  of 
people  involved  in  the  coin  hobby  or  industry:  (1 )  The 
collector,  defined  as  anyone  who  has  ever  saved  a  coin;  (2)  the 
numismatist,  or  a  person  who  has  a  deep  and  abiding  interest  in 
the  study  of  coins;  (3)  dealers,  who  provide  a  market  for  coins;  and 
(4)  the  investor,  "a  relatively  recent  category."  Expanding  on  this, 


Are  you  a  numismatist? 
.  . .  Giving  coins  “SX” 
appeal .  . .  Exploding 
quails.  . .  A  fortune  in 
pocket  change  . . .  and 
much  more! 


Mr.  Burns  noted:  “Most  investors  know  a 
little  about  coins  and  don't  care  to  learn 
more.  Coins  are  seen  as  a  way  to  make  a 
profit;  if  prices  rise,  they  are  interesting,  if  the 
prices  fall,  a  more  interesting  (and  profitable) 
investment  is  sought.  Collectors  enjoy  coins, 
have  fun  collecting  them  and  usually  stay  in 
the  hobby  for  a  long  period  of  time.  Dealers 
generally  have  to  know  more  than  the  collec¬ 
tors  that  they  deal  with,  but  that  isn't  always 
the  case. . ."  The  writer  went  on  to  state  that 
a  person  can  become  a  numismatist  not  by 
spending  a  lot  of  money 
on  coins  but  by  “many 
hours  of  extensive  study." 
Further:  “You  might  ask 
how  you  can  acquire 
knowledge.  The  answer  is 
it's  easy  and  it's  hard. 
Knowledge  is  all  around 
you . .  .Books  are  a  primary 
source  of  knowledge. 
Read!  A  library  is  essential, 
but  you  don't  have  to  go 
overboard.  Most  people 
have  specific  areas  which 
they  collect.  Fifteen  or  20 
books  along  with  a  few 
auction  catalogues  of  ma¬ 
jor  collections  in  your  spe¬ 
cialty  should  suffice. . ." 


DOTHEY  COLLECT  PENNIESTHERETOur 

attention  was  recently  called  to  a  town  named 
Indian  F-lead  in  Maryland,  with  the  zip  code 
20640. 

A  4r  A 

"EXCEEDS  EXPECT ATIONS"-That  is  from 
the  headline,  "Demand  for  Revised  ANA  Cor¬ 
respondence  Course  Exceeds  Expectations" 


on  a  recent  news  release  issued  by  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Numismatic  Association. 

James  Taylor,  director  of  Educational  Ser¬ 
vices  at  ANA,  notes  that  the  two-year  revision 
of  the  ANA  Correspondence  Course  has  been 
distributed  to  the  extent  of  more  than  300 
copies.  "The  demand  is  beyond  all  of  our 
previous  expectations.  We  already  have  20 
graduates  of  the  course  and  more  than  115 
have  returned  at  least  one  of  the  eight  tests  in 
the  course." 

Cost  of  the  course  book  and  test  for  ANA 

members  is  $59  for  adults  and  $39  for  junior 

members  or— hold  on  to  your  hat— $295  for 

non-ANA  adults  and  $195  for  non-ANA  junior 

use.  (Better  buy  an  ANA  membership  first,  it's 

infinitely  cheaper!)  Annual  dues  are  $26  for 

adults,  $22  for  senior  citizens,  and  $1 1  for 

junior  members  1  7  years  or  younger— plus  $6 

initiation  fee.  To  join  the  ANA  or  get  your  own 

copy  of  the  Correspondence  Course  write  to 

8 1 8  North  Cascade  Avenue,  Colorado  Springs, 

Colorado  80903-3279, ortelephone(71 9)  632- 

2646.  All  of  this  is  quite  worthwhile,  and  we 

recommend  that  you  check  it  out. 

★  ★  ★ 

SHOPPING  BY  MAIL  is  very  convenient- 
no  high  gas  bills,  no  parking,  no  fuss.  Response 
to  high-quality  mail  order  offerings  is  greater 
this  year  than  in  the  years  past,  reports  an 
article  in  The  Wall  Street  Journal.  In  the  field  of 
coins  (not  mentioned  in  the  article  cited)  we 
have  found  that  doing  business  by  mail  is  ideal 
for  the  majority  of  our  clients.  From  the  comfort 
of  your  home,  office,  or  other  favorite  sur¬ 
rounding  you  can  peruse  our  catalogues  and 
bid  or  buy  at  your  leisure.  We  enjoy  coins 
ourselves,  and  will  do  our  best  to  make  coin 
collecting  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  experience 
for  you  as  well. 
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ON  THE  TOPIC  OF  GRADING,  the  ANA  is 

now  working  on  the  new  4th  edition  of  its 
grading  guide.  A  point  yet  to  resolved:  how 
many  "points"  difference  constitute  a  grading 
error?  This  will  probably  never  be  resolved  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all,  for  the  70-point  ANA 
(Sheldon)  system  is  basically  illogical.  The  Very 
Fine  category  goes  all  the  way  from  VF-20  to 
just  short  of  EF-40,  or  a  spread  of  19  points. 
Within  that  spread,  few  people  would  care 
about  a  five-point  difference,  such  as  between 
VF-20  and  VF-25. 

However,  in  the  Mint 
State  category  a  five 
point  difference  is 
important,  as  MS-60 
in  comparison  to  MS- 
65. 

★  ★  * 

LET'S  PUT  SOME 

"SX"  IN  IT:  Perhaps 
using  SX  instead  of  MS 
in  the  grading  system 
would  accelerate  in¬ 
terest  in  coins.  "SX" 
must  have  sales  (sex?) 
appeal.  Witness  Intel's 
386SX  computer  chip, 
the  SX-70  Polaroid 
camera,  and  the 
Supersport  SX  Zenith 
computer.  Is  it  time 
for  SXy  coins?  How  about  a  nice  SX-65  1881-S 
Morgan  dollar? 

*  *  * 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  R.  Henry 
Norweb,  Jr.  upon  being  named  to  the  presi¬ 
dency  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
founded  in  1858.  Henry  joins  a  long  list  of 
distinguished  numismatists  in  that  position,  and 

succeeds  Harry  Fowler,  who  recently  retired. 

*  *  * 

THE  COLLECTING  SPIRIT:  "Newly  pub¬ 

lished  collector  reference  books  such  as  Breen's 
Encyclopedia,  Newman's  Early  Paper  Money  of 
America,  Hodder's  and  Bowers'  Encased  Post¬ 
age  Stamps,  along  with  numerous  wonderful 
updates  of  other  coin  and  paper  money  books 
have  provided  both  old-time  and  new  collec¬ 
tors  alike  with  valuable  new  information  and 
fired  up  the  collecting  spirit  within  them!.  ..lam 
gratified  at  the  steady  appreciation  we  have 
seen  and  the  growing  interest  in  these  fields.  As 
always  I  say  'buy  the  book  before  the  coin.' 
Learn  about  what  you  truly  would  like  to  own, 
think  is  neat  and  would  enjoy  having. . .  Friends, 
the  collector  spirit  is  still  incredibly  strong,  and 
if  you  follow  your  own  instincts  you  will  likely 
find  that,  over  time,  the  items  you  feel  are  truly 
fun  and  exciting  to  collect  will  be  discovered  by 
others  in  due  course.  The  market  may  be  thin 
and  the  sources  few,  but  in  the  long  run  simply 
think  of  you."  (From  a  recent  price  list  issued  by 
Dana  Linett) 

★  ★  * 

WE  WERE  SADDENED  to  learn  of  the  pass¬ 
ing  of  Leonard  Bernstein,  famed  conductor  of 
the  New  York  Philharmonic.  We  recall  a  number 
of  years  ago  receiving  a  telephone  call  from  a 
Mr.  Bernstein,  otherwise  unidentified,  who  said 
he  was  calling  from  New  York  to  order  a  book. 


We  asked:  "Are  you  the  Leonard  Bernstein?" 
His  reply  was:  "I  don't  know  if  I  am  or  not.  I  am 
the  Leonard  Bernstein  who  conducts  the  New 

York  Philharmonic." 

★  ★  ★ 

EXPLODING  QUAILS?  At  Bowers  and 
Merena,  we  pride  ourselves  on  good  customer 
service,  but  we're  not  sure  that  even  we  would 
go  this  far.  According  to  the  book,  Customers 
for  Life,  written  by  a  Dallas-based  Cadillac 
dealer,  a  customer  left  a  bag  of  freshly  killed 

quail  in  the  trunk  of 
a  car  he  turned  in 
for  servicing.  While 
the  customer  was 
away  on  vacation, 
the  quail  fermented 
and  exploded,  leav¬ 
ing  an  overpower¬ 
ing  smell  through¬ 
out  the  car.  The 
customer  insisted 
that  the  quail  had 
been  a  gift  for  his 
repairman,  and  de¬ 
manded  a  new  car. 
The  result?  The 
dealership  gave  him 
a  new  car.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  in  the  rare 
coin  business,  we 
don't  have  to  worry 

about  things  like  exploding  quails! 

★  ★  ★ 

CREDIT  NOTE:  The  review  in  our  last  issue 
of  Cherrypicker's  Guide,  by  Dr.  Mike  Thorne, 
was  originally  written  for  Legacy  and  was  re¬ 
printed  from  that  source. 

★  ★  ★ 

HELP  REQUESTED:  We  have  been  toying 
with  the  idea  of  making  up  some  special  pre¬ 
sentation  volumes  of  past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin 
Review,  perhaps  dating  from  the  early  1980s 
when  our  move  was  made  to  New  Hampshire. 
In  order  to  acquire  50  sets  of  each  past  issue, 
we  need  to  obtain  from  several  to  a  dozen  or 
so  copies  of  each  of  the  following  Rare  Coin 
Reviews:  No.  57, 67, 70,  71,  and  77.  If  you  have 
mint  condition  copies  of  these  issues  and  would 
care  to  send  them  to  us,  we  will  extend  your 
subscription  for  two  additional  future  Rare  Coin 
Review  issues  for  each  of  these  old  issues  you 

send  to  us.  Thank  you  for  your  help. 

★  *  * 

B.  MAX  MEHL  would  be  proud:  "$1,500 
1990  cent— 3,550  are  out  there"— headline  in 
recent  issue  of  CoinAge  magazine.  The  item 
referred  to  is  a  1 990  Proof  cent  without  an  S 
mintmark.  Years  ago  B.  Max  Mehl  (and  others) 
used  to  sell  catalogues  by  offering  high  prices 
for  certain  coins.  Perhaps  this  mention  on  the 
cover  of  CoinAge  magazine  will  sell  more  cop¬ 
ies  at  the  newsstand. 

★  *  ★ 

A  MEANINGFUL  QUOTATION  hy  Joseph 
Levine:  "Without  exception,  every  'expert'  we 
know  has  a  superior  library.  No  one  of  us  is 
born  with  knowledge— it  must  be  learned,  and 
books  are  the  prime  vehicle  in  the  learning 
process." 


CONGRATULATIONS  to  Herman  Herst, 
Jr.,  named  "Man  of  the  Year"  by  the  American 
Stamp  Dealers  Association,  and  soon  to  be  the 
subject  of  an  award  dinner  in  his  honor.  Herman 
"Pat"  Herst  has  been  a  correspondent  and 
friend  for  many  years,  and  although  his  main 
interest  is  philately,  he  has  dabbled  in  numis¬ 
matics  as  well.  Here's  wishing  Pat  many  years 

of  continued  success  and  happiness. 

*  ★  * 

DONN  PEARLMAN  recently  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  to  say  in  his  new  book,  Best  Buys  in  Rare 
Coins:  What  Expert  Dealers  and  Collectors  Ad¬ 
vise:  "Highly  recommended  is  any  book  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  but  why  not  start  with  his  latest, 
A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market. . .  In 
the  past  30  years  Bowers  has  produced  almost 
as  many  books  as  the  telephone  company.  In 
1 975  or  so,  an  AU  condition  copy  of  his  1 964 
book,  Coins  and  Collectors  turned  me  into  a 
reborn  numismatist.  That's  still  a  very  good 
book,  but  an  even  better  one  is  Bowers'  Ad¬ 
ventures  With  Rare  Coins  or  the  more  ad¬ 
vanced  The  History  of  United  States  Coinage." 
Thanks,  Donn. 

*  *  * 

LINCOLN  CENT  enthusiasts  may  want  to 
investigate  the  Society  of  Lincoln  Cent  Collec¬ 
tors,  Dr.  Sol  Taylor,  President,  whose  mailing 
address  is  Box  5465,  North  Hollywood,  CA 
91616-5465.  The  group  puts  out  an  interesting 
newsletter,  and  we  bet  that  if  you  mention  the 
Rare  Coin  Review  they  just  might  send  you  a 
sample  copy! 

★  ★  * 

GEORGE  BILODEAU  recently  wrote  to  say: 
"I  really  enjoyed  the  talk  given  by  Frank  Van 
Valen  on  conder  tokens  at  the  Worcester 
County  Numismatic  Society.  I  also  would  like 
to  convey  my  thanks  to  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  for  the  donation  of  a  number  of  books 
to  the  New  England  Numismatic  Association 
for  distribution  at  our  convention.  We  ended 
up  having  hourly  admission  drawings.  One  girl 
winner,  a  collector  of  nickels,  came  up  on 
crutches,  and  after  accepting  the  book  asked 
her  daddy  if  she  could  keep  it,  and  he  said 
'sure.'  She  must  have  been  eight  or  nine  years 
old  and  she  had  a  broken  leg.  But  seeing  her 
excited  at  winning  the  book  made  me  and 
other  Association  members  feel  good.  Our 

future  is  in  the  younger  generation." 

*  ★  * 

NOTE  IS  MADE  of  the  passing  of  Teresa 
DeFrancisci,  widow  of  Anthony  DeFrancisci, 
who  passed  away  at  the  age  of  92,  of  respira¬ 
tory  failure  in  New  York,  on  October  19th. 
Your  editor  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Mrs. 
DeFrancisci  at  the  1973  ANA  convention  in 
Boston,  where  she  was  a  guest  of  honor.  In  USA 
Mint  and  Coinage  Don  Taxay  reprints  a  remi¬ 
niscence  of  Mrs.  DeFrancisci,  who  served  as 
the  model  for  the  1921  Peace  silver  dollar: 
"You  remember  how  I  was  always  posing  as 
Liberty,  and  how  broken  hearted  I  was  when 
some  other  little  girl  was  selected  to  play  the 
role  in  the  patriotic  exercises  in  school  ?  I  thought 
of  these  days  often  while  sitting  as  a  model  for 
Tony's  design,  and  now  seeing  myself  as  Miss 
Liberty  on  the  new  coin,  it  seems  like  the 
realization  of  my  finest  childhood  dream."  It 
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has  been  pointed  out  that  the  portrait  of  Mrs. 
DeFrancisci  on  the  1 921  silver  dollar  has  facial 
features  quite  similar  to  those  found  on  Saint- 
Gaudens'  $10  design  of  1907  (said  to  have 
been  modeled  from  the  facial  features  of  Davida 
Clark). 

★  *  ★ 

COIN  WORLD  is  doing  some  of  our  work 
for  us!  The  October  17th  issue  contained  the 
following  letter  to  the  editor  from  Leland  D. 
White  of  Chula  Vista,  California:  "In  the  'This 
and  That'  column  of  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  80 
(published  by  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries, 
Inc.)  you  ask,  'When  is  the  last  time  a  Susan  B. 
Anthony  dollar  was  seen  in  circulation?  In  july 
1990  I  was  near  San  Francisco  at  the  Fisher¬ 
man's  Wharf  where  there  was  a  machine  that 
dispenses  change  for  use  in  purchasing  tickets 
to  ride  the  cable  cars.  A  young  fellow  was 
standing  there  looking  at  some  coins  in  his 
hand,  and  as  I  approached  the  machine  he 
stated,  'I  put  a  $5  bill  in  that  thing  and  only  got 
five  quarters  in  change.'  He  showed  me  the 
coins  and  I  explained  that  they  were  Susan  B. 
Anthony  dollars.  Maybe  that's  one  reason  we 
don't  see  very  many  of  them  in  circulation!"  In 
the  same  issue,  reader  Sam  Lukes  began  a  letter 
to  the  editor  with:  "In  the  most  recent  issue  of 
Bowers  and  Merena's  Fine  publication,  the 
Rare  Coin  Review,  Sandi  Scott,  manager  of  the 
Publications  Department,  announced  'notice 
of  a  $40  price  increase  on  Walter  Breen's 
Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial 
Coins  on  the  publishers  advice  beginning  with 
her  next  order. . ."  Mr.  Lukes  went  on  to  note 
that  his  well  used  copy,  purchased  earlier,  was 
developinga  loose  binding,  and  suggested  that 
the  publisher  (Doubleday)  improve  the  quality 
of  their  product.  As  Coin  World  is  so  generous 
in  allowing  editorial  space  for  our  clients  to 
express  their  views,  it's  only  fair  that  we  state 
here  that  anyone  wanting  to  write  a  letter  to  the 
editor  of  Coin  World,  but  wishing  to  send  it  for 
publication  in  the  Rare  Coin  Review  instead,  is 

invited  to  send  it  for  our  consideration! 

★  ★  ★ 

KEITH  ZANER,  editor  of  the  "Trends"  col¬ 
umn  in  Coin  World,  recently  studied  Trends 
index  values  (begun  in  December  1983  using 
an  index  of  100)  and  noted  that  the  latest 
month  studied,  September  1990,  showed  an 
index  figure  of  252.98.  The  September  figures 
over  a  period  of  years  were  as  follows  for  MS- 
65  coins:  1984,  101.64;  1985,  134.40;  1986, 
134.66;  1987,  149.66;  1988,  191.57;  1989, 
274.69;  and  1990,  252.98.  Zaner  noted  that 
the  recent  decline  could  be  traced  to  a  combi¬ 
nation  of  events,  the  situation  in  the  Persian 
Gulf,  the  price  of  fuel,  unfavorable  publicity 
concerning  the  FTC  investigation  of  PCGS,  and 
confusion  stemming  from  multiple  electronic 
coin  trading  systems.  Concerning  certain  low 
(in  comparison  to  last  year's  prices)  levels  for 
high-grade  pieces,  "few  coins  are  being  offered 
and  available  for  buyers;  the  rare  coin  market 
remains  an  extremely  thinly  traded  market  and 

rarities  are  not  being  given  away." 

★  ★  * 

PRESIDENT  GEORGE  BUSH  QUOTE:  "I 

like  taxes  as  much  as  I  like  broccoli."  (From  a  re¬ 
cent  talk  given  at  a  New  Hampshire  reception.) 


BEGINNING  OF  A  GRADING  SYSTEM  is 

what  the  Manuscript  Society  is  now  doing  for 
manuscripts  and  documents,  according  to  a 
booklet,  The  Manuscript  Society  Criteria  for 
Describing  Manuscript  and  Documents,  just 
received.  No,  they  haven't  proposed  a  system 
of  dozens  of  numbers  from  1  to  70  but,  rather, 
feel  that  manuscripts  and  documents— some  of 
which  are  worth  many  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  dollars  or  more— can  be  neatly  divided  into 
these  categories  alone:  Extra  Fine  ("absolutely 
new  in  appearance.  .  ."),  Very  Fine  ("new  in 
appearance  with  only  minimal  wear. . ."),  Fine 
("may  have  slight  localized  defects. . ."),  Very 
Good  ("may  show  slight  generalized  defects. . 
."),  Good  ("well  worn  and  a  few  words  may  be 
difficult  to  read. . ."),  Fair  ("May  be  well  worn. 
.  .trimming  may  be  present  and  large  portion  or 
fragments  may  be  missing. . .")  and  Poor  ("ex¬ 
tremely  worn. . .").  Believing  that  those  buying 
such  things  may  want  to  have  more  information 
than  just  a  grade,  the  following  is  part  of  the 
new  standards:  "All  defects.  .  .must  be  noted 
unless  they  are  trivial,  barely  visible  and  do  not 
affect  the  appearance  or  value.  .  .list  all  the 
defects  following  the  grade." 


finest  collection  of  Proof  gold  regular  issue  and 

pattern  coins  ever  formed. 

★  *  * 

THE  MONEY  TREE,  the  Ohio  firm  owned 
by  Myron  Xenos  and  Ken  Lowe,  recently  fur¬ 
nished  a  report  of  Mail  Bid  Sale  No.  9  of 
numismatic  literature,  noting  in  part:  "One  of 
the  most  exciting  and  competitive  areas  over 
the  last  two  years  has  been  rare  emissions  from 
Q.  David  Bowers.  The  trend  continued  in  this 
sale.  One  of  the  genuine  rarities  in  the  Bowers 
series  is  the  Hathaway  &  Bowers  catalogue  No. 
1  of  Choice  and  Rare  Coins  issued  in  May 
1 969.  This  copy,  only  the  second  to  appear  for 
competition,  brought  $237  with  numerous 
unsuccessful  bidders  exceeding  the  $150  esti¬ 
mate.  A  Fine  copy  of  Bowers'  debut  effort,  the 
1955  issue  of  Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatist, 
No.  1  brought  $485.  In  our  previous  sale  a 
much  nicer  VF  copy  brought  $575.  The  discov¬ 
ery  piece  of  a  copy  of  an  Empire  Coin  Company 
Rare  Coin  Guide,  a  buying  guide  that  was  dis¬ 
tributed  only  in  the  United  Kingdom,  brought 
$177  over  a  $50  estimate.  .  It  was  further 
noted  that  a  set  of  the  first  five  issues  of  the  Rare 
Coin  Review  brought  $141,  and  a  set  of  the 
RCR  from  No.  15  through  60  fetched  $235. 


A  FORTUNE  IN  POCKET  CHANGE:  Pos¬ 
sibly,  especially  if  you  live  in  Canada  and  find  a 
1969  Large  Date  Canadian  dime— value 
$  1 5,000  in  EF-40  grade,  according  to  the  latest 
edition  of  The  Charlton  Standard  Catalogue  of 
Canadian  Coins.  Value  of  a  1969  Small  Date 

dime— well,  just  10  cents. 

★  ★  ★ 

WHERE  IS  HE  NOW?  Joseph  M.Segel,who 
masterminded  the  meteoric  rise  to  success  of 
the  Franklin  Mint  in  the  1960s  and  1970s  is 
now  chairman  of  QVC, 
the  leading  television 
home  shopping  net¬ 
work,  with  35  million 
viewers.  Now,  if  he  can 
persuade  only  10%  of 
his  customers  to  take  up 

coin  collecting.  . . 

★  ★  ★ 

OLA  ORIGINS:a 

recent  issue  of  Connois¬ 
seur  magazine  informs 
us  that  the  suffix  "ola," 
as  in  Crayola,  was  de¬ 
vised  in  1 903  from  ole¬ 
aginous  (oil-containing). 

However,  your  editor 
believes  that  "ola" 
originated  as  part  of  the 
coined  word  Pianola,  a 
player  piano  trademark 
which  antedates  Crayola.  Since  then,  "ola"  has 
added  itself  to  many  words,  Victrola  and  pay¬ 
ola  being  examples.  Semi-numismatically  we 
mention  that  the  Coinola,  a  coin-operated  player 
piano,  made  its  debut  in  1 904,  and  the  Cointrola, 
a  coin-actuated  radio,  was  in  the  American 

scene  around  1930. 

★  ★  ★ 

CONGRATULATIONS  to  Ed  Trompeter  on 
his  acquisition  of  the  six-piece  1872  Amazo¬ 
nian  gold  pattern  set.  It  is  now  a  part  of  the 


KEVIN  FOLEY  said  it  in  The  Currency  Dealer 
Newsletter,  October  1990:  "The  collectible 
paper  money  market  remains  vigorous,  despite 
the  weakness  currently  displayed  in  the  coin 
market.  While  currency  appeals  to  a  much 
smaller  audience  than  coins,  it  remains  more  in 
the  province  of  the  long-term  collector,  pur¬ 
chasing  items  out  of  an  appreciation  of  their 
historical  interest  and  aesthetic  beauty  rather 
than  a  primary  focus  on  investment  gain.  This 
typically  results  in  more  gradual  price  move¬ 
ments,  whether  the 
market  is  rising  or 
falling  at  a  particular 
time."Tothisweadd 
the  following  com¬ 
ment:  While  certain 
"investment  sec¬ 
tions"  of  the  coin 
market  may  be  weak, 
collector  demand  for 
traditional  series  is 
very  strong,  and  the 
number  of  unfilled 
want  lists  submitted 
to  Liz  Arlin,  of  our 
Want  List  Depart¬ 
ment,  is  at  an  all-time 
high— indicating  a 
great  deal  of  pent-up 
demand!  Our  senti¬ 
ments  were  echoed 
by  Al  Doyle  writing  on  the  front  page  of  Nu¬ 
mismatic  News  (October  16, 1990):  "Collector 
coins  and  the  certified  coin  market  are  some¬ 
what  separate  areas,  which  means  that  the 
recent  slump  in  slabbed  common  coins  has  not 
affected  the  demand  for  large  cents,  Capped 
Bust  half  dollars,  and  other  classical  numis¬ 
matic  items.  Local  shop  owners  and  mail  order 
dealers  from  across  the  U.S.  indicate  that  col¬ 
lectors  generally  provide  a  stable  and  reliable 
base  for  their  businesses." 
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U.S.  Copper  to  Nickel 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


motifs  are  well  defined.  [#28804] . 165.00 

191 3- D  MS-64  BN.  [#26990] . 235.00 

1914:  •  MS-63  BN.  [#24361]  $69  •  MS-64  RB.  [#29487] . 125.00 

1914- D:  •  F-1 5.  [#1 4268]  $155*  EF-45.  Sharp  for  the  grade  and  pleasing 

with  light  tan  fields  surrounding  the  devices.  An  important  issue  in  the 
series.  [#27832] . 415.00 

1915- D  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  Rose  highlights  are  noted  over  lustrous, 

mirrorlike  fields.  Well  struck.  [#29324] . 465.00 

1916  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  [#29325] . 1 20.00 

1916- D:  •  MS-63  BN.  [#29980]  $85  •  MS-65  RB.  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck 

central  devices  are  enhanced  by  satinlike  lustre.  Sure  to  delight  the 
fussiest  of  collectors.  [#30023] . 495.00 

1 91  7-S  MS-63  RB.  (PCGS).  [#26997] . 1 29.00 

1918  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  Blazing  mint  red  surfaces.  [#29327] ..  1 55.00 

1920- D  MS-63  BN.  [#27000] . 110.00 

1 92 1  MS-64  RD.  (Hallmark).  [#29073] . 1 1 5.00 

1921- S  MS-60.  [#29021] . 119.00 

1 924-D  AU-50.  [#30044] . 1 1 5.00 

1925  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  [#29328] . 95.00 

1926  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  [#29329] . 85.00 

1927  MS-65  RD.  (NGC).  [#27009] . 125.00 

1929  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  [#29331] . 85.00 

1930- D  MS-64  RB.  [#27013] . 55.00 

1931  MS-63.  [#27111] . 39.00 

1931- D:  •  MS-63  RB.  [#22920]  ]  $110  •  MS-63.  RD.  [#25070]  125.00 

1931- S  MS-65  RD.  (PCGS).  Full  mint  bloom.  [#29448] . 185.00 

1932- D  MS-64  RB.  [#27342] . 39.00 

1933- D:  •  MS-63  RD.  [#27117]  $45  •  MS-64  RD.  (Hallmark). 

Nice.[#2 1 992] . 79.00 

1938-D  MS-65  RD.  [#13343] . 9.95 

1940-D  MS-65  RD.  [#13347] . 4.75 

1952  Proof-64  RD.  [#28828] . 29.00 

1970-S  Small  Date.  MS-63.  [#28960] . 25.00 

1972  Doubled  Die:  •  MS-60.  Red.  [#7610]  $149  •  MS-63.  Blazing  full 
mint  red.  Very  popular.  [#22460]  $199  •  MS-64  RD.  (Hallmark). 
Blazing  red  surfaces.  [#23225]  $269  •  MS-65  RD.  (Hallmark).  A  sharp 
and  desirable  example  of  this  popular  issue.  [#23260] . 349.00 


Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

1851-0  VF-20.  [#28940] . 55.00 

1853  Type  I:  •  AU-50.  Cleaned.  Money-back  guarantee.  [#29239]  $95 


•  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  [#2883 1  ] .  1 65  00 

1855  F-1 5.  [#28832] .  4900 

1861  AU-50.  [#28942] . 135.00 

1 862  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned.  [#27901  ] . 1 35.00 


Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 


1865:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#28908]  $185  •  MS-64  (NGC).  Toned  in  pastel 

hues.  [#25922] . 625.00 

1876  AU-50.  [#28943] . 75.00 

1880:  •  VF-20.  [#28830]  $1 1 5  •  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  is  toned 
pale  orange  and  sky  blue.  Popular  due  to  its  low  mintage  of  just 
24,955  pieces,  of  which  3,955  were  Proofs.  [#28805] . 1,195.00 


Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


♦  Shield  Nickels 


1866  Rays.  AU-50.  [#29488] . 185.00 

1 869  Doubled  Date.  VF-20.  [#29144] . 35.00 

1872  MS-60.  [#29146] . 135.00 

1883  Shield.  MS-60.  [#29126] . 95.00 


♦  Liberty  Head  Nickels 


Two-Cent  Pieces 


1 864  Small  Motto.  MS-64  RB.  (NGC).  A  beautiful  example  of  this  elusive 
issue,  with  subdued  mint  lustre  which  is  toned  soft  lilac  and  rose.  The 
central  design  elements  are  boldly  struck  and  are  complemented  by 
a  tinge  of  mint  frost.  Much  rarer  than  its  Large  Motto  counterpart. 


[#29275] . 1,450.00 

1 872  VG-8.  A  light  brown  example  of  this  key  date  in  the  two-cent  piece 
series.  Just  65,000  pieces  were  minted.  [#2621  1] . 95.00 


To  Order  Call  Toll-Free 
1  800  222  5993 


Rare  1899/8  Overdate  5c 


1899/8  Overdate.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Although  this  coin  is  encap¬ 
sulated  as  just  a  regular  1 899,  close  inspection  of  the  piece  shows 
a  bold  8  beneath  the  final  9  in  the  date.  The  coin  is  sharp  and  frosty 
and  is  pleasantly  toned  in  light  hues,  which  adds  to  the  overall 
appeal  of  the  piece.  A  prize  for  the  Liberty  Head  nickel  specialist. 
[#18763] . 3,795.00 

The  following  paragraph  is  taken  from  an  article  entitled  "The  Liberty  Head  Nickel:  An 
Affordable  Series,"  written  by  David  W.  Lange  in  the  February  1989  issue  of  The  Numii- 
maiist,  page  259: 

"As  a  rule,  Liberty  Head  nickels  are  not  sought  for  their  interesting  varieties;  none  is  listed 
in  the  Red  Book...  However,  one  variety  has  gained  some  popularity  among  specialists.  A 
few  1899  nickels  have  been  found  that  show  traces  of  an  8  underneath  the  final  digit.  In 
fact,  there  appear  to  be  two  varieties  of  the  1 899/8  overdate,  both  of  which  are  very  rare.” 


1899  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  white  fields  are  enhanced  by  beautiful 
cartwheel  lustre.  Sure  to  delight  the  quality-conscious  collector. 


[#28906] . 495.00 

1908  AU-50.  [#29981] . 49.00 
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U.S.  Nickel 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


♦  Buffalo  Nickels 


1913  Buffalo.  Type  I:  •  AU-55.  [#29242]  $25  •  MS-65  (PCCS).  Beautiful 

pastel  toning  is  noted  over  satinlike  surfaces.  [#29296] . 195.00 

1 91 3-D  Type  I:  •  AU-55.  [#291 69]  $49  •  MS-65  (NGC).  Well  struck.  An 
attractively  toned  piece  in  light  pastel  hues.  [#26816] . 475.00 

1913  Type  II:  •  AU-50.  [#29171]  $25  •  AU-55.  [#29243] . 29.00 

1914  AU-58.  [#29189] . 39.00 

1915  AU-55.  [#29193] . 29.00 

1916-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  with  soft  pastel  overtones  enhance 

this  coin.  [#30024] . 245.00 

1919  AU-58.  [#25093] . 29.00 

1923:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29404]  $59  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#293 75] 75.00 

1926  AU-55.  [#29191] . 19.00 

1928-D  AU-55.  [#29192] . 35.00 

1 930- S  AU-50.  [#291  76] . 25.00 

1931- S:  •  MS-63.  [#29187]  $69  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satinlike  lustre. 

[#29307] . 110.00 

1934  MS-60.  [#29195] . 25.00 

1934- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  piece  is  mostly  brilliant  and  fully  lustrous. 

[#24257] . 185.00 

1935- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#28809] . 295.00 

1937:  •  MS-64.  [#15998]  $32  •  MS-65.  [#1 5977] . 49.00 

1937-D.  MS-63.  [#16069] . 24.00 

1937- S  MS-64.  [#16018] . 29.00 

1938  Proof-64.  [#29984] . 49.00 

1938- D:  •  MS-65  [#16023]  $49  •  MS-66  (PCGS).  [#27688] . 135.00 

♦  Jefferson  Nickels 

1940  Proof-65  (PCGS).  [#28909] . 49.00 

1942-P  Type  II.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  [#30035] . 265.00 


Limited  Lincoln  V.D.B.  Cent  Offer! 


pecial  limited  offer 
for  this  issue  of  The 

_  Rare  Coin  Review 

only:  With  any  orderfrom 
this  issue,  in  any  amount, 
you  can  receive  a  beauti¬ 
ful  MS-63  1909  Lincoln 
V.D.B.  cent— regular  value 
$1 9— for  just  $10!  Just  125 
of  these  coins  are  on  hand, 
so  order  early!  Limit:  One 
per  client. 

The  story  of  the  1 909 
V.D.B.  cent:  In  1909  the 
Lincoln  cent,  designed  by 
noted  sculptor  and  engraver  Victor  David  Brenner,  made  its  appear¬ 
ance  in  circulation.  Brenner  had  his  initials,  V.D.B.,  placed  on  the 
reverse  of  each  piece.  A  public  outcry  resulted,  for  many  felt  that  a 
United  States  coin  was  not  the  place  to  "advertise"  the  talents  of  an 
engraver.  The  Mint  acted  quickly,  and  the  offending  V.D.B.  initials  were 
removed.  All  Lincoln  cents  coined  later  in  1909  were  without  the 
initials.  Years  after,  in  1 91 8,  the  V.D.B.  initials  were  restored,  but  in  very 
tiny  letters  on  Lincoln's  shoulder  where  they  could  scarcely  be  seen. 

Thus  the  1 909  V.D.B.  cent  was  isolated  as  the  only  year  of  its  design 
type.  The  current  edition  of  A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins  prices 
an  MS-63  example  (the  highest  grade  listed)  at  $2 7.50.  With  this  special 
offer  you  can  buy  one  (limit— one  per  customer)  for  just  $10. 


The  ABC's  of  Commemorative  Coinage 


ooking  for  a  new  and  interesting  way  to  start  a 
commemorative  coin  collection?  We  are  now  offer- 

-  ing  three  special  packages,  each  consisting  of  three 

different  design  types  from  the  U.S.  commemorative  series. 

What's  the  theme  of  these  packages?  It's  as  simple  as  A- 
B-C:  Each  package  contains  commemorative  coins  whose 


names  begin  with  the  first  three  letters  of  the  alphabet.  In 
short,  this  is  a  convenient  way  for  you  to  begin  assembling  the 
"A-B-C's"  of  a  commemorative  coin  collection. 

Every  coin  we  offer  is  lustrous,  chosen  for  its  high  degree 
of  aesthetic  appeal.  Each  is  graded  MS63  by  PCGS  and 
selected  by  us  to  be  an  exceptional  example  for  the  grade. 


ABC  Package  1: 


Arkansas* 

Boone* 

Cleveland 

(Order  ABC-1,  $295) 


ABC  Package  2: 


Albany 

Bridgeport 

California 

(Order  ABC-2,  $750) 


ABC  Package  3: 


Alabama 
Bay  Bridge 
Connecticut 
(Order  ABC-3,  $899) 


‘Dates  and  mints  of  our  choice. 

Order  all  three  packages,  a  total  of  nine  different  commemorative  design  types,  for  the  special  price  of  $1,895.  (Order  ABC-4) 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


Half  Dimes 


♦  Flowing  Hair  Half  Dime 


High-Grade  1795  Half  Dime 


1795  Valentine-4a.  AU-55.  Light  champagne  toning  nicely 
complements  the  frosty  surfaces.  A  trace  of  friction  on  the  high  points 
is  all  that  prevents  us  from  assigning  the  MS-60  grade  classification. 
The  obverse  can  be  readily  identified  by  the  presence  of  a  heavy  rim 
break  above  the  letters  TY  in  LIBERTY  as  illustrated.  Flowing  Hair  type 
half  dimes  were  coined  in  the  years  1  794  and  1  795  only,  and  are 
eagerly  sought  by  type  collectors.  Another  prize  coin  from  Bowers 
and  Merena  Galleries!  [#28058] . 4,350.00 


♦  Capped  Bust  Half  Dime 

1835  VF-30.  [#29333] . 55.00 

♦  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime 


1 840  With  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Highly  reflective  fields  are  toned  in 
wisps  of  champagne  iridescence.  Extremely  well  struck  and  beautiful 
in  every  regard.  A  prize  for  the  specialist.  [#24059] . 2,250.00 

As  of  the  September  1 990  PCCS  Population  Report,  only  1 6  1 840  half  climes  have  been 
graded  jn  Mint  State  conditions. 

Important  1848-0  MS-64  Half  Dime 


1 848-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  surrounds  boldly  struck  devices  and 
is  enhanced  by  a  whisper  of  pale  green  and  gold  overtones.  Extremely 
attractive  and  desirable  in  this  exceptional  state  of  preservation. 


[#26925] . 2,650.00 

1850  EF-40.  [#29344] . 49.00 

1851  AU-50.  [#26926] . 95.00 

1852  EF-40.  [#29368] . 49.00 

1853  No  Arrows.  EF-40.  [#26753]  . 185.00 


1854  Arrows  at  Date.:  •  EF-40.  [#29369]  $55  •  AU-50.  Lightly  toned. 


[#450] . 95.00 

1856:  •  EF-45.  [#453]  $55  •  AU-50.  Toned.  [#461] . 85.00 

1856-0  AU-50.  [#26927] . 210.00 

1857:  •  EF-40.  [#474]  $45  •  EF-45.  [#478] . 65.00 

1858:  •  EF-40.  [#28066]  $45  •  AU-50.  [#8618] . 95.00 

1861/0  VF-30.  [#29366] . 115.00 


Dimes 


♦  Draped  Bust  Dimes 


Desirable  1796  Dime 


1796  John  Reich-6.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A  lovely,  first  year  of  issue 
example.  Light  golden  gray  iridescence  with  considerable  amounts  of 
frosty  mint  lustre  still  surviving  in  the  fields.  The  variety  can  be  readily 
attributed  by  the  presence  of  a  sharp  die  crack  through  the  numerals 
1  79  in  the  date.  Only  22,135  dimes  were  struck  in  1 796.  According 
to  the  John  Reich  dime  reference  book,  this  variety  constitutes  about 
30%  of  the  total  1  796  dime  population.  [#27743] . 4,350.00 


1820  Large  O.  JR-8.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A  simply  beautiful  piece  with 
superb  eye  appeal.  Toned  in  electric  blue  and  rose  hues  over  sharp 
devices.  A  gorgeous  coin  for  an  early  set.  Call  quickly  on  this 


beauty!  [#29405] . 725.00 

1821  F-12.  [#29245] . 35.00 


1827:  •  JR-3.  VF-30.  [#28945]  $135  •  J-12.  AU-55.  Satiny  lustre  is  at¬ 
tractively  toned  silver  gray  with  pastel  toning  highlights.  Well 
centered  on  the  planchet  with  the  central  devices  and  border 
denticles  all  sharply  struck.  A  superb  piece  which  is  sure  to  sell 
quickly.  [#29968] . 725.00 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


♦  Liberty  Seated  Dia\es 


Desirable  1924-D  Dime 


Desirable  1838  Small  Stars  10c 


1838  Small  Stars.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  piece  is  mostly  brilliant  with  just 
a  trace  of  light  peripheral  toning.  Designed  by  Christian  Cobrecht  and 
popular  as  the  first  year  of  issue  with  stars  on  the  obverse.  Only 


30,000  pieces  were  minted.  [#29084] . 2,350.00 

1853  Arrows.  AU-55.  [#29004] . 145.00 


Gem  1853  Arrows  Dime 


1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Gorgeous  cartwheel  lustre  is  present 
throughout  and  surrounds  well  struck  devices.  Elusive  in  this  lofty 
state  of  preservation  and  popular  as  a  short-lived  two-year  type. 


[#30032] . 3,495.00 

1 854  Arrows.  VF-20.  [#29246] . 1 9.00 

1875-CC  Mintmark  Below  Bow.  AU-50.  [#28840] . 1 10.00 

1883  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  [#29402] . 350.00 

1890  AU-58  (PCGS).  [#29452]  . 85.00 

1891  AU-58  (PCGS).  [#29453] . 85.00 

♦  Barber  Dimes 

1903-0:  •  AU-50.  Cleaned.  Money  back  guarantee.  [#281 11]  $79  •  AU- 

50.  [#28094] . 89.00 

1 905-0  AU-55.  [#28946] . 1 1 0.00 

1907  AU-55.  [#28135] . 75.00 

1908  AU-55.  [#29247] . 49.00 

191 5-S  EF-40.  [#29159] . 45.00 


♦  Mercury  Dimes 

1916  Mercury.  AU-58.  [#27423]  . 21.00 

191 7-S  MS-64.  (PCGS).  A  lovely  lustrous  gem  certain  to  fit  in  nicely  with 
any  cabinet  of  20th-century  silver  issues.  [#28044] . 525.00 


1918-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Superb  satiny  mint  lustre  with  just  a  blush  of 
delicate  golden  iridescence  on  the  reverse.  The  1918-S  dime  is  a  very 


elusive  issue  in  this  preservation.  [#2801 5] . 1,195.00 

1923  MS-64  Full  Bands.  (PCGS).  [#28016] . 129.00 


1 924-D  MS-64  FSB  (NGC).  Extremely  desirable  and  scarce  with  Full  Split 
Bands.  This  coin  is  mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  pastel 
overtones  which  adds  to  its  aesthetic  appeal.  Sharply  struck.  The 
devices  are  complemented  by  original  mint  frost.  Sure  to  delight  the 
Mercury  dime  connoisseur.  [#26684] . 2,350.00 


1926-D  MS-64  FSB.  (PCGS).  A  prize  piece  for  the  Mercury  dime  col¬ 
lector.  This  coin  has  reflective  fields  that  are  toned  gold.  The  devices 
are  extremely  sharply  struck  and  exhibit  mint  frost.  Scarce  this  nice. 
[#24822] . 895.00 


1 928-D  MS-64  FB.  (PCGS).  A  largely  brilliant  example  with  a  few  wisps 
of  amber  toning  noted.  Sharp  and  lustrous.  Scarce  and  desirable 


Denver  Mint  issue.  [#30033] . 695.00 

1928- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satinlike  lustre  is  toned  in  attractive  pastel 

hues.  Scarce  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation.  Sure  to  sell  quickly. 
[#26792] . 825.00 

1929  MS-65  FB.  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  attractive.  Outstanding  quality. 

[#28023] . 349.00 

1929- S  MS-63.  [#27691] . 50.00 

1 930  MS-64  FB  (Hallmark).  Toned.  [#28026] . 1 1 9.00 

1930- S:  •  EF-45.  [#26486]  $29  •  AU-55.  [#29177] . 45.00 

193 5-S  MS-63.  [#29336] . 29.00 

1940:  •  MS-63.  [#1673]  $19  •  MS-65  FB.  [#27479] . 65.00 

1940- D:  •  MS-64.  [#24988]  $35  •  MS-65  FSB  [#23546] . 69.00 

1941:  •  MS-60.  $12  •  MS-63.  $19  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-65 . 45.00 

1941- D:  •  MS-60.  $12  •  MS-63.  $22  •  MS-64  FSB.  $45  •  MS-65 

FSB . 65.00 

1941-S:  •  MS-63.  $19  •  MS-64.  $27  •  MS-65 . 49.00 


1942/1-D  AU-55  FB.  Boldly  struck  devices  are  mostly  brilliant  with  a 
whisper  of  light  champagne  toning.  Full  Bands  are  clearly  evident  on 
the  reverse.  Call  quickly  on  this  highly  prized  issue.  Much  rarer  than 
its  Philadelphia  Mint  overdate  counterpart.  [#28143] . 975.00 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 

See  the  Book  Section  for  Great  Discounts 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


Important  MS-63  1942/1-D  Dime 


1942/1-D  MS-63  FB.  (NGC).  Dazzling  mint  brilliance  is  comple¬ 
mented  by  golden  and  fiery  orange  overtones.  Sharply  struck  and 
highly  desirable  among  Mercury  dime  collectors.  As  of  the  Novem¬ 
ber  1 990  NCC  Population  Report,  this  is  the  only  1 942/1 -D  Mercury 
dime  certified  by  this  service  in  any  Mint  State  condition!  A  unique 
opportunity  for  the  Mercury  dime  collector.  [#30034] . 3,895.00 


1942:  •  MS-63.  $18  •  MS-64.  $27  •  MS-64  FB.  (#27482]  $39  •  MS-65. 

$49  •  MS-65  FSB . 75.00 

1942-D:  •  MS-63  FSB.  $26  •  MS-64.  $32  •  MS-64  FSB.  $40.  •  MS-65 
FSB . 79.00 

1942- S:  •  MS-63.  $27  •  MS-64 . 35.00 

1943:  •  AU-58.  $9  •  MS-60.  $14  •  MS-63.  $18  •  MS-64 . 27.00 

1943- D:  •  MS-63.  $19  •  MS-63  FSB.  $27  •  MS-64.  $27  •  MS-64  FSB.  $45 

•  MS-65 . 49.00 

1943- S:  •  MS-63.  $18  •  MS-64 . 27.00 

1944:  •  MS-60.  $11  •  MS-63.  $17  •  MS-64.  $26  •  MS-65.  $49  •  MS- 

65  FSB.  Dazzling  full  mint  brilliance.  A  scarce  issue  with  Full  Split 
Bands . 159.00 

1944- D:  •  MS-60.  $14  •  MS-63.  $19  •  MS-64.  $27  •  MS-64  FSB.  $45  • 

MS-65.  $49  •  MS-65  FSB.  Lustrous . 99.00 

1944- S:  •  MS-60.  $14  •  MS-63.  $22  •  MS-64.  $31  •  MS-65.  $49  •  MS- 

65  FSB.  Fully  lustrous  and  brilliant . 1 19.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  $17  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-65 . 55.00 

1945- D:  •  MS-60.  $14  •  MS-63.  $21  •  MS-64.  $27  •  MS-65.  $49  •  MS- 

65  FSB . 79.00 

1945-S:  •  Mint  State-63.  $21  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-64  FSB.  $39  • 

MS-65 . 52.00 

1945-S  Micro  S:  •  MS-64.  $59  •  MS-65.  A  brilliant  example . 99.00 


Twenty-Cent  Piece 

1 875-S  AU-58.  Frosty,  lustrous  and  sharp.  A  pleasing  example  for  an  early 
type  set.  [#28843] . 495.00 


Enjoyment 

The  following  is  from  S.M.: 

When  I  first  started  collecting  I  spent  all  of  my  money  on  coins, 
for  I  felt  that  this  was  the  best  place  to  get  values.  Then  I  made  the 
mistake  of  ordering  $30  worth  of  books  from  your  Rare  Coin 
Review,  but  what  a  nice  mistake  it  was.  When  the  books  came  I 
dropped  everything  and  four  days  later  emerged  with  a  renewed 
appreciation  of  the  hobby,  and  with  an  enjoyment  I  never  thought 
I  would  experience.  Since  then,  every  coin  I  have  bought  has 
come  alive  when  I  read  about  it.  Let  me  thank  you  for  the  nice 
discounts  you  give  for  the  books  you  sell  this  thoughtfulness  is 
appreciated  and  makes  my  coin  budget  go  ever  so  much  further. 


Quarter  Dollars 

♦  Draped  Bust  Quarter 


Outstanding  1796  25c 


1 796  Browning-1 .  VF-20  (ANA  Cache).  Only  6,1 46  quarters  were 
struck  in  1 796.  This  is  an  attractive  example  warmly  toned  in  lilac  and 
heather  hues.  Approximately  50%  of  Miss  Liberty's  hair  details  are 
clear,  and  many  of  the  eagle's  wing  and  tail  feathers  are  boldly 
rendered.  The  obverse  milling  is  very  sharply  pronounced  giving  the 
piece  a  pleasant  appearance.  1 796  quarters  are  favorites  with 
collectors  for  a  number  of  different  reasons.  Third,  it  is  the  only  issue 
of  the  denomination  coined  in  the  1 8th  century.  Second,  it  is  the  only 
date  having  the  Draped  Bust  obverse  in  combination  with  the  Small 
Eagle  reverse  design.  First,  it  is  the  first  year  that  quarter  dollars  were 
coined  for  circulation  in  the  United  States.  [#28056] . 1 3,950.00 


♦  Liberty  Seated  Quarters 

1 844-0  EF-45.  [#29345] . 1 1 0.00 

1848  VF-30.  (#26249] . 149.00 

1853-0  Arrows  and  Kays.  VF-25.  [#29357] . 85.00 

1 854  Arrows.  AU-55.  Popular  two-year  type.  This  coin  is  fully  lustrous  and 
is  enhanced  by  a  trace  of  light  golden  toning.  [#28845] . 259.00 

1856  EF-40.  [#29160] . 59.00 

1 857  AU-50.  [#28846] . 1 35.00 

1891:  •  EF-45.  [#29250]  $69  •  AU-55.  [#29481] . 145.00 

♦  Barber  Quarters 

1892  AU-55.  Brilliant  and  frosty.  [#27907] . 149.00 


1 898  MS-63.  A  pleasing  coin  for  a  high-grade  type  set,  this  piece  is  toned 
pearl  gray  around  the  peripheries  and  is  highlighted  by  amber  and 
gold  overtones.  The  surfaces  are  frosty  and  surround  boldly  struck 
devices.  [#13128] . 595.00 


Your  Satisfaction  is  Guaranteed! 
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Question  ®  Answer  Forum 

BY  Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


How  are  prooflike  coins 
made?  Why  were  trade 
dollars  worth  less  than 
face  value  in  1 945?  Have 
“slabbed”  coins  ruined 
dealers? 


Ql  received  your  book,  The  Numismatist's  Fireside 
Companion,  yesterday  (Friday)  evening,  and  finished 
it  this  afternoon!  I  enjoyed  it  a  great  deal,  so  much  so 
in  fact,  that  I  am  enclosing  my  check  for  the  related 
book  The  Numismatist's  Bedside  Companion.  I  espe¬ 
cially  enjoyed  the  chapter  entitled  "Observations  Concerning 
Coin  Collecting,"  although  many  other  chapters  were  informa¬ 


tive,  interesting,  and  fun!  . . . 

I  believe  I  mentioned  in  my  last  letter  that 
I  am  contemplating  participating  in  your  Col¬ 
lection  Portfolio  Program.  After  further 
thought,  I  have  decided  to  form  a  collection 
of  1 801-1 807  Draped  Bust  half  dollars.  Rather 
than  buying  these  particular  pieces  on  a 
monthly  basis,  I  believe  I  will  pick  and  choose 
them  from  offerings  in  your  catalogues  and 
those  of  others. 

With  regard  to  the  1 805/4  half  dollar  in  EF- 
40  or  slightly  better  grade,  can  you  tell  me 
how  rare  it  is?  From  what  I  know,  it  is  consid¬ 
ered  to  be  a  scarce  and  undervalued  coin, 
which  is  currently  overlooked  by  many.  The 
Economite  Hoard,  mentioned  in  your  book, 
Coins  and  Collectors,  contained  only  25  ex¬ 
amples,  although  there  were  600  normal  date 
1 805  pieces.  There  were  also  1 00  of  the  1 81 5 
half  dollars!  These  figures  seem  to  indicate  an 
overlooked  rarity,  and  perhaps  you  can  offer 
some  help  on  this. . . . 

Keep  the  good  books  coming!— C.L. 

A  The  Economite  Hoard  seems  to 
have  been  evaluated  only  in  round 
terms,  so  perhaps  the  25  examples 
of  1 805/4  was  not  precise,  at  least 
it  does  not  seem  to  be  in  view  of  the  notation 
that  there  were  600  pieces  dated  1 805,  1 ,500 
dated  1806,  2,000  dated  1807— all  in  round 
figures.  However,  assuming  there  were  be¬ 
tween  20  and  30  pieces,  this  coin  was  propor¬ 
tionally  rare  at  that  time  in  1878  when  the 
hoard  came  to  light.  Today  in  collectors'  hands, 
I  would  estimate  that  somewhere  between  1  50 
and  300  exist,  most  of  which  would  generally 
grade  in  the  range  of  F-1 2  to  VF-35,  with  a  few 
higher  and  lower.  It  is  perhaps  worth  mention¬ 
ing  that  B.  Max  Mehl  once  made  an  announce¬ 
ment  that  he  had  discovered  an  1804  Perfect 


Date  (not  overdate)  half  dollar,  but  later  exami¬ 
nation  revealed  that  the  elements  of  the  5  had 
been  tooled  away  from  an  1805/4. 

Thank  you  for  the  nice  comments  concern¬ 
ing  my  books. 

★  ★  ★ 

Q  Would  you  care  to  discuss  how 
prooflike  coins  were  made  at  the 
Mint?— Weimar  White 

A  With  regard  to  prooflike  coins,  in 
my  opinion  there  are  several  ways 
that  such  pieces  were  created. 
These  include  the  following: 

1.  Dies  to  strike  Proof  coins  were  some¬ 
times  also  employed  to  create  business  strikes, 
but  ordinary  (rather  than  specially  polished) 
planchets  were  used,  and  the  pieces  were 
produced  on  high-speed  presses.  This  situation 
happened  with  certain  gold  dollars  and  $3 
pieces  of  the  1 880s,  for  example. 

2.  Worn  dies  were  resurfaced,  in  order  to 
permit  them  to  be  used  for  a  longer  period  of 
time  and  during  this  process  the  dies  were 
polished.  Examples  include  1845-0,  1846-0, 
and  1 877-S  half  dollars  with  prooflike  surfaces, 
with  the  dies  resurfaced  so  that  certain  of  the 
elements  in  lower  relief,  including  part  of  the 
drapery,  can  no  longer  be  seen. 

3.  During  the  die  preparation  process  the 
surface  of  a  particular  die  was  given  a  mirrorlike 
finish  by  polishing  to  remove  die  lines.  Examples 
include  certain  issues  of  silver  dollars. 

4.  It  has  been  stated  in  print  numerous 
times  that  the  first  business  strike  coins  made 
from  regular  production  dies  are  often  proof¬ 
like,  but  I  am  not  convinced  of  this,  and  perhaps 
on  a  future  trip  to  one  of  the  mints  I  will  discuss 
this  with  a  technician.  The  reason  that  I  am  not 
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convinced  is  because  there  are  numerous  se¬ 
ries  that  simply  don't  exist  with  prooflike  sur¬ 
faces  (except  possibly  for  a  few  remote  excep¬ 
tions),  such  as  Peace  silver  dollars,  Buffalo  nick¬ 
els,  and  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars,  all  ofwhich 
were  made  in  large  quantities,  employing  many 
dies.  If  prooflike  pieces  were  produced  as  a 
matter  of  course  from  the  first  die  impressions, 
then  wewould  beconfronted  today  with  numer¬ 
ous  prooflike  Peace  dollars,  which  isn’t  the  case. 

I  appreciate  your  interest  in  the  subject  and 
the  article  you  are  preparing  for  publication  for 
us  (for  our  Kingswood  Galleries  catalogue). 


QWhat  is  your  opinion  concerning 
the  rarity  of  the  1817  15-Stars 
large  cent,  Newcomb-16,  in  Un¬ 
circulated  grade?— D.L. 

A  Copper  Quotes  By  Robinson  has 
contained  the  notation  that  at  least 
three  MS-65  1817  N-1 6  cents  are 
known,  and  when  I  questioned 
Jack  Robinson  about  this,  he  said  that  this  was 
indeed  true.  I  then  stated  that  I  would  like  to 
buy  not  only  an  MS-65  piece,  but  also  an  MS- 
63  piece  if  he  had  one,  but  he  had  none  and 
knew  of  none  on  the  market. 

I  have  liked  this  variety  for  many  years,  and 
I  consider  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  intriguing  in 
the  series.  Although  I  have  looked  at  many 
dozens  of  specimens  I  have  never  seen  one 
which  I  would  call  better  than  MS-60.  Of  course, 
there  are  many  cents  which  I  haven't  seen, 
including  examples  in  certain  large  collections 
from  the  past,  but  I  can  unhesitatingly  state  that 
over  a  long  period  of  years  I  have  found  this 
issue  to  be  very  elusive  in  higher  grades.  Even 
an  MS-60  coin  emerges  as  a  significant  rarity. 


Qln  reviewing  my  copy  of  the  Kings¬ 
wood  Galleries  catalogue  of  the 
Cambridge  Sale  I  came  across  a 
notation  which  is  puzzling  to  me. 
Under  Lot  6376  you  list  a  Franklin 
half  dollar  as  "1950  Proof-65  (NGC).  Satin 
finish  variety."  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge, 
and  according  to  all  literature  I  have  read 
concerningthe  manufacture  of  modern  Proof 
coins,  Proofs  issued  from  1936  until  the  late 
1970s  were  of  the  "brilliant"  finish  variety.  I 


have  occasionally  seen  1936  and  1937  Proof 
cents  and  5-cent  pieces  categorized  as  "brilli¬ 
ant"  or  "satin"  but  have  never,  until  this  men¬ 
tion,  seen  Proof  coins  of  the  1950s  termed 
"satin."  By  using  this  terminology  are  you  im¬ 
plying  that  the  Mint  intentionally  issued  this 
coin  in  "satin"  finish?  Would  it  not  be  correct 
to  assume  that  the  finish  is  the  result  of  an 
improperly  polished  die  and/or  planchet,  just 
as  "cameo"  Proof  coins  of  that  era  were  the 
result  of  freshly  prepared  dies  that  had  not  yet 
achieved  the  overall  "brilliant"  finish  Mint 
employees  were  striving  to  obtain?— Randy 
Lopes. 

A  First,  with  regard  to  1936  and 
1937  Proof  coins,  I  have  seen 
numerous  1 936  cents  and  nickels 
with  the  so-called  "satin"  finish, 
but  to  my  knowledge  all  1937  coins  of  the 
same  denominations  have  "brilliant"  or  mirror¬ 
like  finishes. 

With  regard  to  the  1 950  Franklin  half  dollar, 
I  have  seen  a  number  of  pieces  which  have 
surfaces  that  are  a  cross  between  a  mirror  finish 
and  a  frosty  or  lustrous  finish,  hence  the  term 
used  in  the  catalogue,  "satin  finish  variety." 
Most  1950  Proof  half  dollars  have  full  mirror 
surfaces,  but  a  number  of  them  do  not,  so  we 
wanted  to  make  it  clear  to  the  bidder  as  to  what 
he  or  she  might  expect.  I  believe  that  at  least 
one  pair  of  dies  was  made  with  an  incompletely 
brilliant  surface.  The  particular  coin  offered  in 
the  Kingswood  sale  was  extremely  well  struck, 
and  certainly  was  intended  to  be  a  Proof,  but  it 
was  not  of  the  normal  finish  usually  seen. 

Going  back  a  bit  further,  perhaps  you  are 
aware  that  nearly  all  1 878  Proof  Shield  nickels 
have  frosty  surfaces  with  full  mint  lustre  and 
would  be  designated  as  business  strikes  by  just 
about  everyone,  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  the 
Mint  stated  that  it  made  only  Proofs,  and  for  the 
fact  that  such  Uncirculated  coins  are  known  to 
have  been  issued  as  part  of  Proof  sets. 


Q  First,  I  would  like  to  thank  you  for 
being  the  quality  firm  that  you 
are.  You  are  professional  and  a 
pleasure  to  deal  with.  One  of  the 
favorite  coins  I  purchased  from 
you  is  a  1776  Continental  "dollar"  which  I 
feel  you  correctly  graded  in  your  catalogue  as 
AU-55.  In  the  past  year  I  have  bid  on  a  few 
Gobrecht  dollars  in  yoursales.  Unfortunately, 
I  have  not  been  successful. . . . 

I  do  have  a  question  for  you:  While  I  have 
been  looking  for  the  original  1836  Gobrecht 
dollar  variety  with  the  name  on  the  base  and 


the  eagle  flying  upward  in  the  field  of  stars,  I 
have  noticed  in  the  Coin  Wor/cf  pa  per  that  the 
1836  Gobrecht  with  the  regular  design  but 
with  the  name  BELOW  the  base  is  almost  the 
same  price  in  AU-50  condition  as  is  the  com¬ 
moner  variety  with  the  name  on  the  base.  If 
this  market  information  is  true,  this  would  be 
the  variety  of  my  first  choice.  I  question  this 
because  in  Proof-60  the  cost  listed  in  Coin 
World  is  MUCH  higher  than  for  the  regular 
Gobrecht  issue.  I  know  you  can  tell  me  which 
variety  would  be  the  best  for  me.  By  the  way, 

I  love  your  catalogues  and  books.— Kerry  Rudin 

A  I  suspect  that  the  Coin  World  list¬ 
ing  for  the  1 836  with  name  below 
base  in  Proof-50  (a  Proof  cannot 
become  "AU"  for  AU  means 
"About  Uncirculated,"  and  a  Proof  is  never 
Uncirculated  to  begin  with)  probably  repre¬ 
sents  typographical  error,  for  in  Proof-50  grade 
the  variety  with  name  below  base  should  be 
worth  two  to  three  times  the  price  of  the  usually 
seen  variety  with  name  on  base. 

Thank  you  for  your  nice  comments  con¬ 
cerning  our  publications.  Here  at  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  we  all  appreciate  your  busi¬ 
ness  and  friendship. 

★  ★  * 

Ql  have  acquired  a  number  of  your 
books  in  the  past  several  years 
and  have  highly  enjoyed  them.  I 
am  currently  in  the  middle  of 
reading  the  Numismatist's  Bed¬ 
side  Companion,  and  it  is  excellent.  From 
your  writings  in  this  book  and  from  other 
sources  I  have  gathered  that  you  enjoy  learning 
about  old  things  and  comparing  them  to  the 
way  things  are  now.  That  is  the  basic  reason 
for  my  writing  to  you  today. 

Enclosed  you  will  find  some  copies  from 
an  old  issue  of  [be  Handbook  of  United  States 
Coins,  issued  by  Whitman.  The  first  page  is  a 
copyofthecoverof  the  fourth  edition,  marked 
"Fourth  Edition"  in  print  right  above  the 
notation  "Third  Edition."  Do  you  have  any 
idea  why  it  says  Fourth  and  Third  on  the  same 
cover?  This  really  had  me  puzzled  when  I  first 
found  the  book. 

Also,  do  you  know  when  this  edition  was 
published?  As  you  will  notice  on  another 
sheet,  it  lists  Roosevelt  dimes  and  says  they 
were  made  in  1945.  I  guess  that  this  book 
must  have  been  issued  in  late  1945,  before  it 
was  known  for  sure  that  Roosevelt  dimes 
would  not  be  issued  that  year.  If  this  book  had 
been  issued  in  1946,  the  publishers  would 
have  known  that  no  1945  Roosevelt  dimes 
were  issued.  I  notice  that  in  1945  the  1796 
and  1797  half  dollars  were  listed  at  $100 
each,  but  a  1990  issue  of  Coin  Prices  maga- 
zineliststhesamecoinsat$1 5,000.  If  someone 
in  my  family  sold  one  for  $1 00  45  years  ago, 
I  hope  no  one  ever  tells  me  about  it! 

In  the  same  book  I  find  the  values  of  the 
trade  dollars  to  be  rather  surprising.  I  knew 
that  these  pieces  had  been  devalued  at  one 
time,  but  for  them  to  be  listed  as  being  worth 
less  than  face  value  as  recently  as  1945  really 
surprised  me.  I  wonder  if  you  can  comment 
on  what  I  have  to  say?— Peter  Rishel 
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A  As  you  state,  the  situation  was 
probably  that  this  particular  edi¬ 
tion  of  the  Handbook,  a  buying 
guide,  was  published  in  late  1 945 
and  intended  to  be  marketed  in  1946.  The 
editor  probably  had  no  way  of  knowing  that  it 
would  not  be  until  1 946  that  the  Mint  actually 
issued  Roosevelt  dimes,  as  they  had  been 
discussed  and  approved  in  1945.  Even  today 
the  Whitman  division  of  Western  Publishing 
Company  dates  its  catalogues  one  year  in 
advance  of  when  they  are  published.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  the  issue  of  A  Guidebook  of  United 
States  Coins  released  in  July  1 990  bears  on  the 
cover  the  notation  that  it  is  the  1991  edition. 

Why  the  title  page  of  the  Handbook  you 
have  bears  two  different  edition  dates  I  don't 
know.  Perhaps  this  is  a  question  to  be  ad¬ 
dressed  to  Western  Publishing  Company  di¬ 
rectly. 

Trade  dollars  were  demonetized  in  1876 
and  were  not  legal  tender  after  that  time. 
Anyone  possessing  a  trade  dollar  could  only 
get  melt-down  value  for  it.  For  many  decades 
thereafter,  worn  trade  dollars  could  be  pur¬ 
chased  retail  from  coin  dealers  for  less  than  the 
face  value  of  $1  each.  As  recently  as  the  early 
1 940s  there  was  little  collector  interest  in  worn 
pieces,  accounting  for  the  values  you  observed. 

Of  course,  the  situation  is  far  different  today. 

★  ★  ★ 

Ql  am  interested  in  the  names  of 
the  women  used  as  models  for 
"Miss  Liberty"  on  various  United 
States  coins,  and  I  wonder  where 
I  can  get  this  information.  An 
example  is  provided  by  Anna  Williams,  whose 
portrait  was  used  on  the  Morgan  dollar.  Can 
you  tell  me  who  was  pictured  on  the  Peace 
silver  dollar?  Who  was  pictured  on  the  Stand¬ 
ing  Liberty  quarter? 

Who  was  illustrated  on  Saint-Gaudens' 
$10  and  $20  gold  pieces?  I  believe  there  is  a 
discrepancy  here.  On  page  228  of  your  book 
United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types,  you  note 
that  Davida  Clark  was  the  mistress  and  served 
as  the  model  for  the  Saint-Gaudens'  coinage. 
But  on  pages  61  and  62  of  Rare  Coin  Review 
No.  71,  the  waitress,  then  Saint-Gaudens' 
domestic  Mary  Cunningham,  is  considered 
the  model,  which  caused  an  argument  because 
of  Mary's  Irish  birth.  Any  information  would 
be  most  appreciated!  An  article  on  coin  mod¬ 
els  (and  those  on  related  items  such  as  paper 
money,  bank  notes,  and  documents)  and  their 
lives  would  be  an  interesting  sidelight  to  our 
hobby,  if  enough  information  could  be 
found.— Ralph  Smith. 

A  commentary  concerning  the 
former  Teresa  Cafarelli,  later  Mrs. 
Anthony  deFrancisci  can  be  found 
in  my  book,  Adventures  With  Rare 
Coins,  in  which  I  relate  an  interview  with  her 
(Mrs.  deFrancisci  passed  away  in  the  autumn  of 
1990,  by  the  way).  Anthony  deFrancisci  used 
Teresa  as  a  model  to  create  a  composite  por¬ 
trait  for  use  on  the  1921  Peace  dollar,  which 
some  have  considered  to  be  the  face  of  the 
Statue  of  Liberty,  but  which,  upon  close  exami¬ 
nation,  is  quite  similar  to  the  face  on  Saint- 


Gaudens'  $10  piece  of  1907.  With  regard  to 
the  Standing  Liberty  quarter,  this  was  modeled 
by  a  Philadelphia  teenager,  Miss  Dora  Doscher, 
who  sat  (or  stood)  for  the  engraver,  Hermon  A. 
MacNeil. 

With  regard  to  Mary  Cunningham,  the  item 
in  Rare  Coin  Review  No.  71  reprinted  a  rumor 
published  on  September  21,  1907  in  the 
Rochester  Post  Express,  and  was  not  repre¬ 
sented  as  being  factual.  A  full  explanation  of  the 
entire  situation  is  given  in  my  book,  United  States 
Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  History,  which  is 
available  for  sale  in  the  book  section  of  the 
present  Rare  Coin  Review,  or  free  on  loan  from 
the  ANA  Library,  or  if  neither  alternative  ap¬ 
peals  to  you,  let  me  know  and  I'll  simply  Xerox 
the  pages  of  the  book  in  question  and  send 
copies  along  with  my  compliments.  In  brief,  the 
Mary  Cunningham  situation  was  a  myth.  Con¬ 
cerning  Davida  Clark,  who  was  said  to  have 
had  a  child  by  Saint-Gaudens,  relatively  little  is 
known  of  her,  as  might  be  expected  from  the 
circumstances  of  their  relationship.  Much 
valuable  information  on  the  sculptor  can  be 
found  in  John  Dryfhout's  The  Work  of  Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens,  again  available  from  us  or  on 
loan  from  the  ANA  Library. 

If  some  reader  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review 
would  care  to  write  an  article  on  portrait  sub¬ 
jects  for  U.S.  coinage,  we  would  be  happy  to 

consider  it  for  publication. 

*  ★  ★ 

QDo  you  think  that  the  advent  of 
slabbed  coins  has  "ruined"  cer¬ 
tain  dealers  who  were  previously 
sellingovergraded  pieces?  Doyou 
think  the  number  of  dealers  has 
now  diminished?  I  would  like  to  read  your 
thoughts  on  this.— Jim  LaFollette 

A  Thank  you  for  your  letter  and  the 
accompanying  book  order.  With 
regard  to  slabs  ruining  dealers,  I 
am  not  sure  that  this  is  the  case. 
Dealers  who  want  to  sell  overgraded  coins  will 
undoubtedly  continue  to  do  so,  and  they  don't 
need  slabs  to  prevent  them  from  doing  this.  In 
fact,  there  are  many  overgraded  coins  in  slabs 
as  well,  so-called  "low  end"  pieces  which  are 
not  worth  nearly  as  much  as  "normal"  or  "high 
end"  pieces.  Probably  slabs  have  created  more 
dealers,  simply  by  allowing  more  people  to 
become  "dealers"  (in  a  very  loose  meaning  of 
the  term)  by  enabling  them  to  buy  and  sell  slabs 
without  having  to  know  anything  about  grad¬ 
ing  or  numismatics. 

Mike  Gumpel,  advertising  manager  for 

CoinAge  magazine,  recently  printed  an  item  in 

which  a  "dealer"  at  a  convention  didn't  know 

anything  about  coins  at  all,  and  simply  had  a 

computer  and  a  list  of  bid  and  ask  prices.  Of 

course,  I  cannot  help  but  feel  sorry  for  this 

man's  customers,  especially  if  they  considered 

him  to  be  a  professional  numismatist. 

★  ★  ★ 

Ql  read  with  interest  the  advertising 
for  the  Chris  Schenkel  Auction 
and  the  catalogue  offered  for  $20. 
Although  I  realize  thatitcostsyou 
a  great  deal  to  print  your  cata¬ 
logues,  I  don't  believe  you  should  charge 


money  for  them.  I  would  never  buy  a  catalogue, 
but  if  you  would  send  them  to  me  free,  there 
is  the  possibility  that  I  would  bid  on  something. 
So,  consequently,  you  are  losing  a  prospective 
customer. 

On  another  item  there  is  a  counterstamped 
two-cent  piece  that  I  have  and  I  showed  it  to 
Walter  Breen,  who  recommended  that  I  show 
it  to  you.  It  is  an  1864  Large  Motto  stamped 
W.H.  THAYER,  CAST  STEEL.  Can  you  tell  me 
what  this  counterstamp  means?— N.M. 

A  With  regard  to  our  auction  cata¬ 
logues,  the  440-page  Chris 
Schenkel  catalogue  at  $20  was  a 
fraction  of  what  it  cost  us  to  pro¬ 
duce  and  print  it.  Considering  the  high  cost  of 
catalogue  production,  there  is  no  way  we 
could  send  these  free  to  everyone  on  our 
mailing  list.  As  it  is,  subscribers  at  the  $69  per 
year  rate  get  over  $200  value  worth  of  publica¬ 
tions  (at  our  individual  copy  prices),  which  I 
consider  to  be  a  good  value,  and  thousands  of 
our  clients  feel  likewise.  If  someone  doesn't 
feel  this  way,  then  of  course,  he/she  does  not 
have  to  subscribe. 

I  am  interested  in  antiques  and  art,  and  each 
year  I  spend  several  hundred  dollars  ordering 
catalogues  issued  by  Sotheby's,  Christie's,  and 
others,  usually  at  rates  far  more  per  catalogue 
than  the  prices  we  charge  for  ours.  I  am  not 
aware  of  anyone  who  produces  quality  large- 
size  catalogues  and  who  sends  them  free  of 
charge.  It  would  be  economically  impossible  to 
do  so.  The  only  other  alternative  would  be  to 
send  out  catalogues  free,  and  then  charge 
customers  higher  rates  for  the  coins  purchased, 
or  higher  fees  to  auction  bidders,  or  some  other 
way  to  make  up  the  difference.  This  we  do  not 
want  to  do. 

By  the  way,  the  response  from  our  offering 
of  the  Chris  Schenkel  sale  was  unprecedented, 
and  we  completely  sold  out  of  the  extra  copies 
we  had  printed. 

With  regard  to  the  counterstamp,  CAST 

STEEL  was  a  notation  placed  on  agricultural 

implements,  craft  tools,  etc.,  by  manufacturers 

of  the  mid  19th  century.  Undoubtedly,  W.H. 

Thayer  was  a  manufacturer  of  some  type  of 

device  made  from  cast  steel,  and  his  stamp, 

normally  used  on  implements,  somehow  or 

other  was  impressed  on  a  two-cent  piece, 

possibly  as  a  curiosity. 

★  ★  ★ 

Qln  recent  photographs  of  the 
1834  King  of  Siam  U.S.  Proof 
set  containing coinsdated  1804 
and  1834,  the  subject  set  does 
not  contain  the  half  dime. 
However,  looking  through  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Proof  Coins, 
I  noticed  that  the  photo  on  page  58  depicts 
the  same  set  containing  the  half  dime.  Was 
this  half  dime  added  to  the  set  as  a  filler  for 
photo  purposes,  or  was  it  missing  from  the 
time  it  was  discovered  circa  1960? 

Second,  recently  I  attended  a  regional 
coin  show  in  Denver,  and  showed  a  copper 
pattern  to  a  knowledgeable  dealer  who  advised 
he  could  improve  the  appearance  of  it  by 
judicious  brushing  using  a  camel's  hair  brush. 
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I  am  familiar  with  this  practice  in  connection 
with  large  cents  and  I  have  a  friend  who  is  an 
early  American  Coppers  Club  member  who 
has  told  me  that  this  kind  of  brushing  of 
circulated  copper  coins  is  a  common  occur¬ 
rence.  My  coin  is  a  brown  toned  Proof.  Would 
you  recommend  having  it  brushed?  Wouldn't 
this  leave  hairlines  on  the  coin?  Wouldn't  the 
delicate  Proof  surfaces  be  destroyed?  My 
particular  coin  is  an  1877  pattern  half  dollar 
and  is  a  great  rarity,  and  I  certainly  wouldn't 
want  to  have  it  damaged. 

Also:  on  page  1 7  of  Rare  Coin  Review  No. 
75  there  was  a  notation  which  commenced  as 
follows:  “The  Carson  City  Mint  building,  now 
the  Nevada  State  Museum,  has  on  display  all 
57  varieties  of  CC  coins  minted  at  the  facility 
from  1 870-93."  Something  is  wrong,  for  I  can 
count  well  over  100  varieties  struck  at  that 
mint.  Perhaps  the  collection  is  complete  as  far 
as  the  gold  coins  are  concerned,  for  there  are 
57  varieties  of  them.  The  silver  collection 
could  not  possibly  be  complete,  for  two  vari¬ 
eties  are  prohibitively  rare.  The  1 873-CC  dime 
is  believed  to  be  unique  and  in  the  Eliasberg 
Collection.  The  1 873-CC  quarter  without  ar¬ 
rows  is  extremely  rare,  only  three  or  four 
known.  It  is  doubtful  that  either  of  these  is  in 
the  museum  collection.— Don  Holt 

A  I  do  not  know  about  the  half  dime 
in  the  King  of  Siam  set,  except  to 
state  that  when  we  handled  the 
set  a  few  years  ago  and  offered  it 
at  auction,  the  half  dime  was  not  there,  nor  had 
it  been  in  recent  years.  Perhaps  a  Rare  Coin 
Review  reader  could  elaborate  further. 

With  regard  to  brushing  your  copper  pat¬ 
tern,  I  strongly  recommend  against  this.  This 
would,  as  you  say,  result  in  hairlines  which 
would  certainly  be  a  shame  on  a  Proof  coin  of 
any  kind,  copper  or  otherwise.  To  my  mind 
brushing  judiciously  with  a  camel's  hair  brush 
should  be  limited  to  copper  coins  in  circulated 
grades,  and  not  to  anything  MS-60  or  better 
among  business  strikes,  or  Proof-60  or  better 
among  Proofs. 

You  are  right  in  surmising  that  the  word 
“gold"  was  missing  from  the  description  in  the 
Rare  Coin  Review. 


Ql  am  quite  concerned  that  slabs, 
“population  reports,"  electronic 
networks,  fluctuations  in  the 
market,  differences  for  the  same 
coin  between  various  grading 


services,  FTC  investigations,  bid  and  ask  prices, 
sight  unseen  trading,  etc.  will  turn  off  a  lot  of 
people  as  it  is  turning  me  off.  I  do  not  like  the 
direction  the  market  has  taken.  I  started  col¬ 
lecting  for  enjoyment,  but  now  it  is  mainly 
aggravation.  What  do  you  think?— O.A. 

A  I  have  never  been  a  fan  of  com¬ 
mon  coins  sold  for  investment 
purposes,  and  in  fact,  from  the 
very  first  issue  of  my  High  Profits 
From  Rare  Coin  Investment  (1974)  down  to  the 
current  12th  edition,  I  have  included  a  state¬ 
ment  to  the  effect  that  buying  common  coins  in 
the  hope  that  they  will  miraculously  become 
rare  is  an  exercise  in  futility.  Much  of  the 
problems  with  slabs,  FTC  investigations,  and  so 
forth  have  to  do  with  common  coins  being 
promoted  as  “rarities"  and  at  high  prices. 

The  reason  that  common  coins  have  been 
traded  so  actively  is  that  many  non-numismatic 
firms  have  come  into  the  coin  arena,  and 
desired  a  “product"  that  can  be  standardized 
and  sold  by  people  who  have  no  knowledge  on 
the  subject  whatsoever.  These  firms  have 
concentrated  on  common-date  silver  dollars, 
slabbed  commemoratives,  etc.  All  of  these 
series  are  perfectly  fine  as  collectors'  items,  but 
in  certain  grades,  particularly  MS-65  or  better, 
the  demand  by  investors  has  priced  them  be¬ 
yond  the  reach  of  many  collectors.  Even  col¬ 
lectors  who  can  afford  it  haven't  found  a  value 
there. 

The  above  statement  was  quite  true  as  of 
last  summer,  but  since  then  the  investment 
market  for  common  coins  has  fallen  apart  at  the 
seams,  and  now  in  early  1991  many  of  these 
formerly  high-flying  items  are  becoming  rea¬ 
sonably  priced  once  again. 

The  whole  concept  of  sight-unseen  trading, 
bid  and  ask  prices,  etc.  is  full  of  inconsistencies. 
This  is  also  falling  apart,  and  we  had  the  curious 
situation  in  autumn  1990  in  which  very  few 
dealers  were  willing  to  buy  coins  on  a  sight 
unseen  basis,  despite  earlier  promotion  that 
this  was  the  be-all  and  end-all  of  numismatic 
sophistication.  Here  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
Galleries  we  find  it  very  difficult  to  buy  coins  on 
a  sight-unseen  basis,  and  in  fact,  we  do  not  do 
this  with  slabbed  coins  without  detailed  de¬ 
scriptions,  simply  because  there  are  too  many 
ugly  coins  in  slabs.  Once  an  ugly  coin  is  in  a  slab 
it  tends  to  stay  there. 

On  the  plus  side  of  the  ledger,  collecting  (as 
opposed  to  investing  in  common  coins)  is  alive 
and  well,  and  those  interested  in  half  cents, 
large  cents,  colonials,  Liberty  Seated  coins,  etc. 
are  as  enthusiastic  as  ever.  In  autumn  1 990  we 
saw  more  sales  by  Liz  Arlin  to  her  Want  List 
customers  than  any  other  time  in  our  history. 
The  mail  bids  received  for  the  Kingswood 
Galleries'  Barrington  Sale  last  August  were  the 
highest  I  have  ever  seen  for  any  mail  bid  sale  we 
have  everconducted  since  our  Penn-New  York 
Sale  back  in  1957,  at  which  time  we  entered 
the  auction  business.  The  subsequent  Cam¬ 
bridge  Sale,  also  held  by  Kingswood,  attracted 
a  large  number  of  bidders. 

The  public  auction  sale  of  the  Chris  Schenkel 
Collection,  held  by  us  in  New  York  City  in 
November,  saw  hundreds  of  bidders  registered, 


plus  thousands  of  bids  coming  in  by  mail,  and 
in  the  process,  many  record  prices  were  real¬ 
ized,  including  $232,000  for  the  finest  known 
1 886-0  dollar,  the  highest  price  ever  recorded 
for  a  dollar  of  this  date,  and  the  very  highest 
price  recorded  for  any  Morgan  dollar  of  any 
kind  except  for  the  memorable  1 893-S  we  sold 
in  the  Norweb  Sale. 

Two  things  make  this  Chris  Schenkel  Sale 
dollar  particularly  significant.  The  first  is  that  the 
price  was  realized  in  November  1990,  just 
when  the  “investment  market"  in  coins  had 
crashed,  and  people  were  licking  their  wounds. 
The  second  was  that  the  price  was  over  three 
times  higher  than  the  same  coin  sold  at  public 
auction  just  four  years  earlier.  Clearly,  there  is 
great  strength  in  coins  of  quality  and  proven 
rarity.  I  should  state,  however,  that  the  Bowers 
and  Merena  clientele  is  composed  primarily  of 
numismatists  and  other  knowledgeable  buyers, 
so  we  were  and  still  are  doing  quite  well  at  a 
time  when  many  investment-oriented  compa¬ 
nies  are  retrenching. 

Also,  there  has  been  a  very  enthusiastic 
reception  to  books  we  have  offered  during  the 
past  several  years.  We  sold  something  like 
6,000  copies  of  Walter  Breen's  Complete  En¬ 
cyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colonial  Coins,  quite  a 
sales  figure,  as  nearly  all  of  these  were  sold  for 
$75  or  more  (since  then  the  price  has  been 
raised  to  list  $100,  because  of  an  increase  by 
the  publisher,  Doubleday). 

There  are  approximately  75,000  people  on 
the  subscription  list  for  Coin  World,  and  about 
7,000  or  8,000,  we  believe,  on  the  subscription 
list  of  The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter. 
Using  these  figures,  it  is  probably  reasonable  to 
say  that  of  the  7 5,000  readers  of  Coin  World  no 
more  than  10,000  are  actively  involved  in 
buying,  selling,  or  trading  slabbed  coins— or 
otherwise  they  would  be  subscribing  to  The 
Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  as  well.  This 
leaves  65,000  Coin  World  readers  who  are 
basically  interested  in  being  collectors  or  casual 
investors.  However,  very  little  attention  or 
emphasis  seems  to  be  given  to  collectors  these 
days.  Instead,  vast  amounts  of  editorial  space 
are  given  to  "advances"  in  the  coin  trade,  such 
as  slabbing,  electronic  trading,  sight-unseen 
bidding,  and  other  depersonalizing  situations. 

I  feel  that  what  the  average  person  wants  is 
just  the  opposite:  he  or  she  likes  personal 
service  or,  in  popular  parlance,  "warm  fuzzies." 
Indeed,  much  of  the  outstanding  success  of  the 
mail  bid  sales  conducted  by  our  Kingswood 
Galleries  subsidiary  can  be  attributed  to  the 
fact  that  the  Kingswood  staff  has  done  its  best 
to  give  personal  service  and  to  help  in  any  way 
possible.  Of  course,  this  has  been  a  basic 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  philosophy  from 
day  one. 

In  my  opinion,  a  complete  reorientation  is 
needed  by  certain  sections  of  the  rare  coin 
field.  The  collector  was  king  a  century  ago,  is 
king  now,  and  will  be  king  a  hundred  years  from 
now.  While  investment  fads  will  come  and  go, 
the  collecting  of  coins  will  outlive  us  all,  as 
indeed  PNG  president  Harvey  Stack  recently 
commented  in  a  statement  given  at  the  ANA 
convention. 

Collectors,  unite! . . . 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


1 899  MS-63.  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is  complemented  by  just  a  whisper 
of  champagne  coloration.  A  nice  candidate  for  a  19th-century  type 


collection.  [#13130] . 595.00 

1 899-0  AU-50.  Toned  silver  gray  with  gold  highlights.  A  slightly  scarcer 
New  Orleans  Mint  issue.  [#27740] . 259.00 

1903  AU-50.  Lightly  toned.  [#28692] . 125.00 

1 903-0  AU-55.  At  one  time  cleaned.  [#29986] . 1 85.00 

1 904  AU-50.  Brilliant.  [#28089] . 1 1 5.00 

1909  AU-55.  [#28949] . 135.00 

1914  AU-50.  [#29154] . 135.00 


1929-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  largely  brilliant  with  some  faint 
blushes  of  delicate  champagne  coloration.  [#28076] . 495.00 


♦  Standing  Liberty  Quarters 


Gem  1917  Type  I  25c 


191 7  Type  I:  •  MS-63  FH.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  [#29987]  $295  •  MS- 
65  (NGC).  A  lovely  gem  example  of  this  popular  issue,  with  a  superb 
Full  Head  strike  and  brilliant  cartwheel  lustre.  Hints  of  pale  golden 
toning  in  the  recessed  areas.  Call  quickly  on  this  desirable  item. 
[#22812] .  $2,750.00 


1917  Type  II.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A  beautiful  piece  with  satinlike  lustre 
toned  in  golden  hues.  Sharp  definition  is  present  on  the  central 
devices.  The  aesthetic  appeal  of  the  coin  is  outstanding.  Difficult  to 


locate  with  a  Full  Head.  Sure  to  please.  [#26733] . 2,150.00 

1918-D  VF-20.  [#29251] . 49.00 

1923  EF-40.  [#29252] . 39.00 

1924-D  AU-55.  [#29161] . 135.00 

1924-S  EF-45.  [#28950] . 89.00 


1925  MS-64  FH.  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  beautiful  cartwheel  lustre 

and  just  a  tinge  of  pale  golden  toning.  A  nice  example  for  a  high-grade 
type  set.  [#26807] . 695.00 

1 926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Smooth  and  satiny  with  just  a  whisper  of  heather 

iridescence.  [#27838] . 495.00 

1926-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  with  blushes  of  appealing  faint  golden 

gray  toning.  By  far  much  nicer  than  the  majority  of  examples  seen. 
Popular  low-mintage  issue.  [#24853] . 495.00 

1 928-D  MS-63.  [#29988] . 1 95.00 


1929-S:  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pleasing  satinlike  lustre.  [#29455]  $395  •  MS- 
65  FH.  (NGC).  Gorgeous  full  mint  bloom  is  present  over  satinlike 
surfaces.  Toned  in  rich  golden  hues.  Desirable  with  a  Full  Head,  as  this 
date  is  generally  encountered  without  sharp  definition  on  the  devices. 
A  beautiful  example  of  the  issue.  [#29466] . 1,250.00 


1 930  MS-64  FH.  (PCGS).  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is  toned  in  pastel  hues. 
Sure  to  delight  the  fussiest  of  collectors.  [#28810] . 695.00 


♦  Washington  Quarters 

1932  AU-55.  [#29178] . 19.00 

1932-D:  •  VF-30.  [#28695]  $85  •  EF-45.  [#27024]  $195  •  AU-50. 

Popular  issue.  [#28670] . 285.00 

1932-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  coin's  frosty  lustre  is  enhanced  by  light 

toning.  [#24854] . 595.00 

1934  Light  Motto:  •  MS-60.  [#27616]  $29  •  MS-64.  [#16626]  ...69.00 

1934  Medium  Motto.  MS-64  (Hallmark).  [#10334] . 69.00 

1934  Heavy  Motto:  •  AU-55.  [#29173]  $9  •  MS-64.  [#2 1 402] ... 69.00 
1936-D  MS-64  (Hallmark).  Brilliant.  A  lovely  example  of  this  important 
Denver  Mint  issue.  [#29072] . 495.00 

1936- S:  •  MS-60.  [#21408]  $49  •  MS-64.  [#15179]  $149  •  MS-65 

(Hallmark).  Gorgeous  cartwheel  lustre.  [#771 6] . 295.00 

1937- D:  •  MS-60.  [#10340]  $35  •  MS-64.  [#843] . 159.00 

1938  AU-55.  [#29179] . 32.00 

1939  MS-65  [#10344] . 79.00 

1939- D  MS-63 . 42.00 

1940- S:  •  MS-63.  $23  •  MS-64 . 39.00 

1942:  •  MS-60.  $7  •  MS-63 . 9.00 

1 942-D  MS-60.  [#23503] . 1 1 .00 

1942-S:  •  MS-60.  $49  •  MS-64 . 99.00 

1944-D:  •  MS-60.  $9  •  MS-63.  $13  •  MS-64 . 24.00 

1944- S:  •  MS-60.  $9  •  MS-63.  $15  •  MS-64 . 22.00 

1945- D:  •  MS-60.  $8  •  MS-63 . 12.00 

1945- S:  •  MS-60.  $7  •  MS-63 . 10.00 

1946  MS-63 . 8.00 

1946- D  MS-63 . 9.00 

1947- D  MS-63 . 11.00 

1947- S  MS-63 . 12.00 

1948- S  MS-63 . 13.00 

1949:  •  MS-63.  $25  •  MS-64.  $29  •  MS-65.  [10396] . 36.00 

1949- D:  •  MS-63.  $13  •  MS-64 . 19.00 

1950- S  MS-63 . 14.00 

1951  Proof-65 . 79.00 

1952  Proof-65 . 59.00 
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Half  Dollars 


♦  Flowing  Hair  Half  Dollars 

Sharp  1794  Flowing  Hair  50c 


1794  Flowing  Hair.  Overton-101.  Rarity-3.  F-15  (PCCS).  A  beautiful 
example  of  this  first  year  issue  of  Robert  Scot's  Flowing  Hair  design 
type.  This  specimen  is  extremely  attractive  for  the  grade.  The  central 
motifs  are  sharp  and  well  centered  on  a  planchet  that  is  free  of 
detracting  marks  and  scratches.  Gunmetal-blue  and  gold  toning  is 
seen  over  pearl  gray  fields.  This  coin  is  sure  to  make  a  welcome 
addition  to  an  early  type  collection.  [#22550] . 3,750.00 


1795  0-1 17a.  VF-20  (NCC).  Deep  heather  gray  toning.  Miss  Liberty's 
hair  exhibits  exceptional  definition  for  the  grade.  In  this  advanced  die 
state,  an  obverse  die  crack  passes  from  the  rim  at  5:00  to  the 
truncation  of  Miss  Liberty's  bust.  [#27839] . 1,795.00 


♦  Draped  Bust  Half  Dollars 


1806/5  0-102.  VF-30.  A  pretty  piece  toned  in  soft  rainbow  hues  over 
pearl  gray  fields.  Well  centered  and  pleasing  in  every  respect. 
[#29371] . 525.00 


See  the  Book  Section  for  Great  Discounts 


1807.  0-108.  EF-40.  Warm  gray  fields  are  complemented  by  soft  gold 
highlights  and  a  trace  of  mint  frost.  The  final  year  of  issue  of  the 
Draped  Bust  design  type.  [#28927] . 795.00 


♦  Capped  Bust  Half  Dollars 

1 807.  Large  Stars.  0-1 1 4.  VF-20.  Sharp  for  the  grade.  Attractively  toned. 

A  popular  and  elusive  first  year  of  type  issue.  [#29007] . 345.00 

1810  0-1 02.  VF-30.  [#30052] . 1 1 0.00 

1822  0-104.  VF-20.  [#29156]  . 75.00 

1825  0-102.  EF-45.  [#29373] . 175.00 

1827  0-117.  EF-45.  [#29489] . 165.00 

1 83 1  0-1 02.  EF-45.  Lightly  toned  around  the  periphery  in  rainbow  hues. 
[#30053] . 125.00 


High-Grade  1834  Half  Dollar 


1 834  0-1 1 6.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Breathtaking  full  mint  brilliance  and 
frost  heightens  sharply  struck  central  motifs.  A  prize  for  the  half  dollar 
specialist.  [#30037] . 7,350.00 


♦  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


1 839  With  Drapery.  VF-30.  [#22038] . 1 1 5.00 

1840  EF-40.  Repunched  Date.  [#22159] . 165.00 


Really  A  Beautiful  Coin 

The  following  is  from  C.D.,  a  New  jersey  client: 

Dear  Gail  (Watson): 

Enclosed  you  will  find  my  check  representing  the  balance  due 
on  order  No.  52,343.  The  1 936  Robinson-Arkansas  half  dollar  you 
sent  was  really  a  beautiful  coin,  and  I  am  pleased  and  proud  to  be 
able  to  add  it  to  my  growing  collection.  I  am  already  looking 
forward  to  my  next  Collection  Portfolio  Program  shipment. 
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1840  Reverse  of  1838.  AU-50  (NGC).  Sharply  struck  motifs  are  sur¬ 
rounded  by  fields  lightly  toned  fiery  orange  and  sky  blue.  Numerous 
diagnostic  die  cracks  are  noted  on  the  reverse.  Listed  as  rare  by 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  United  States  and  Colonial  Coins. 
Generally  encountered  in  low  states  of  preservation,  this  specimen  is 
a  handsome  exception  and  should  be  carefully  considered  by  the 
Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  specialist.  [#29102] . 1,195.00 

1 842  Large  Date.  EF-40.  Sharp  and  attractive.  Nice  detail  is  present  for  the 

grade.  [#18871] . 110.00 

1843  EF-45.  [#18077] . 135.00 


1844-0  Doubled  Date.  F-12.  Although  this  is  not  a  particularly  high- 
grade  specimen,  the  doubled  date  is  clearly  visible  to  the  naked  eye. 
This  piece  is  exceedingly  well  preserved  and  lightly  toned.  Listed  as 
very  rare  by  Walter  Breen.  A  superb  opportunity  for  the  half  dollar 


connoisseur.  [#29283] . 895.00 

1 848  AU-50.  A  nice  example.  Pale  golden  toning.  [#22 1 69] . 525.00 

1849  EF-45.  [#22066] . 245.00 

1 850  AU-50.  Sharply  struck  with  faint  traces  of  golden  peripheral  toning. 

[#22068] . 950.00 


Attractive  Mint  State  1852  50c 


iridescent  blue  around  the  periphery.  Of  the  77,1 30  examples  struck, 
most  were  probably  melted  due  to  the  higher  value  of  silver  in  relation 
to  gold  at  that  time.  As  such,  examples  of  the  1 852  Liberty  Seated  half 
dollars  are  scarce,  and  specimens  of  this  quality  are  quite  rare.  An 
important  opportunity  for  the  specialist.  [#22906] . 3,350.00 

1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  EF-45.  [#28852] . 325.00 

1856-0:  •  EF-40.  Doubled  Date.  [#22175]  $89  •  AU-55.  Repunched 
date.  [#22174] . 215.00 

1859  EF-45.  Lightly  cleaned.  Well  struck.  Satisfaction  guaranteed,  as 

always.  [#604] . 95.00 

1859-0:  •  EF-40.  Light  champagne  toning.  [#18826]  $89  •  EF-40.  Pearl 
gray  toning.  [#18825]  $89  •  EF-40.  Toned  pearl  gray  with  fiery  orange 
highlights.  A  small  rim  bump  is  noted  at  3:00  on  the  obverse. 
Satisfaction  guaranteed.  [#8447] . 89.00 

1860  AU-55.  [#28853] . 395.00 


1 870-CC  VF-20.  No  Drapery,  Breen-4995.  Original  gray  toning  with  a  few 
faint  surface  marks,  well  hidden,  noted  for  accuracy.  Some  striking 


weakness,  typical  for  the  issue,  is  also  noted.  [#22118] . 2,295.00 

1871-S  VF-30.  [#22122] . 59.00 

1872  EF-40.  [#22123] . 95.00 

1873  No  Arrows.  VF-30.  (#22126] . 99.00 

1873-CC  Arrows  at  Date.  F-12.  This  coin  is  rare  and  highly  desirable. 

[#30046] . 295.00 

1875-S  EF-40.  [#22136] . 135.00 

1878  EF-40.  [#22143] . 145.00 

♦  Barber  Half  Dollars 

1892-0  VF-20.  [#26268] . 275.00 

1894  EF-40.  Cleaned  at  one  time,  and  priced  low  accordingly.  Satisfac¬ 
tion  guaranteed.  (#22192] . 1 75.00 

1895-0  EF-40.  [#26267] . 225.00 

1900  EF-45.  [#28854] . 210.00 

1901  EF-40.  [#29158] . 135.00 

1903  EF-40.  [#25037] . 175.00 

1912  EF-40.  [#22248] . 145.00 

♦  Walking  Liberty  Half  Dollars 

1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#28984] . 465.00 

1917  MS-63  (PCGS).  |#28985] . 1 65.00 


1852  MS-62.  An  attractive  example  of  this  rare  date.  The  surfaces  are 
deeply  mirrored  and  prooflike.  Light  golden  toning  is  highlighted  with 


1917-S  Mintmarkon  Reverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Dazzling  cartwheel  lustre 
is  toned  fiery  orange.  (#29069] . 735.00 
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Important  1920-D  50c 


1920-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharper  than  most  specimens  encountered. 
Miss  Liberty's  thumb  is  fully  struck.  Highly  lustrous  and  very  attractive 
with  soft  rose  and  gold  overtones.  [#29019] . 3,250.00 

Scarce  1921  MS-63  Walking  Liberty  50c 


1921  MS-63  (PCGS).  The  rarest  and  most  desirable  Philadelphia  Mint 
issue  in  the  series;  just  246,000  pieces  were  struck.  Toned  a  light 
golden  hue  over  satinlike  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and  attractive  in 

every  way.  Sure  to  delight  the  new  owner!  [#29006] . 3,695.00 

1921-S  VF-35.  Largely  brilliant  with  just  a  trace  of  peripheral  toning. 
Lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  and  priced  low  to  reflect  this.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  A  nice  opportunity  to  fill  a  hole  in  your  date  collection  of 

Walking  Liberty  half  dollars.  [#27701] . 1,095.00 

1 929-D  AU-50.  [#30043] . 1 65.00 

1929-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29068] . 425.00 

1934- D:  •  MS-63.  [#29969]  $160  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29456]  $1 60  •  MS- 

64  (NGC).  [#29421] . 275.00 

1935:  •  AU-58.  [#29181]  $25  •  MS-63  [#29989]  $35  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
(#29423) . 1 10.00 

1935- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29424] . 425.00 

1936:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  [#29001]  $59  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#28988]  59.00 

1936- D:  •  MS-64  [#29408]  $140  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharp  satiny  gem. 

|#2 7806]  . . 435.00 

1936- S  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29425] . 250.00 

1937  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29427] . 265.00 

1937- D  MS-63  (NGC).  [#29409] . 245.00 

1938:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  [#29002]  $120  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive. 

|29468] . 120.00 

1938- D  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29355] . 495.00 

1939  AU-55.  [#29182] . 25.00 

1939- D:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29446]  $65  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Nice  coin. 

(#28981  ] . 235.00 

1939- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29459] . 325.00 

1940- S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#28974]  $85  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with 

satiny  fields.  Typical  strike.  [#29469] . 550.00 

1941 :  MS-63.  [#29253]  $65  •  MS-65  (Hallmark).  Blazing  mint  brilliance 
and  frost  over  well  struck  motifs.  [#21797] . 295.00 

1941- D  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29970] . 265.00 

1941-S:  •  AU-50.  [#29184]  $30  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29376] . 450.00 

1942:  •  MS-63.  [#7409]  $75  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#28913]  $75  •  MS-65 

(PCGS).  Brilliant.  [#28911] . 345.00 


1942-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  brilliant  example. 


[#24762] . 375.00 

1942-S  AU-55.  [#29185] . 25.00 


Rare  1943/2-D  Overdate  Half  Dollar 


1943/2-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous.  Breen-5205. 
PCGS  currently  does  not  mention  this  variety  on  its  holders,  but  the 
upper  curve  of  the  2  is  clearly  visible  beneath  the  last  digit.  This  is 
the  highest  grade  example  currently  known  to  us  and  represents  a 
tremendous  opportunity  to  acquire  a  truly  desirable  overdate. 


[#22320] . 2,475.00 

1943:  •  MS-63.  [#674]  $59  •  MS-64.  $75  •  MS-65.  [#29079]  .235.00 

1943-D  AU-55.  [#29186] . 25.00 

1944  MS-63.  [#27880] . 55.00 

1945:  •  MS-63.  [#8833]  $59  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#28914]  $59  •  MS-64. 

[#18619] . 89.00 

1945-D:  •  MS-63.  [#27820]  $65  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29971] . 235.00 

1945- S  MS-63.  Soft  strike.  [#27894] . 65.00 

1946  AU-50.  [#29254] . 19.00 

1946- D:  •  MS-63.  [#19509]  $75  •  MS-65  (NGC).  $295  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  fully  lustrous . 295.00 

1946- S  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#28982] . 295.00 

1947  MS-63.  [#17679] . 75.00 

1947- D:  •  MS-60.  [#19525]  $55  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29972] . 275.00 


♦  Franklin  Half  Dollars 


1952:  •  Proof-63.  $110  •  Proof-64 . 149.00 

1953:  •  Proof-63  $115  •  Proof-64.  $149  •  Proof-65 . 195.00 

1954:  •  Proof-63.  $59  •  Proof-64.  $69  •  Proof-65 . 89.00 

1955  Proof-63 . 59.00 

1956:  •  Proof-63  $29  •  Proof-64  $35  •  Proof-65 . 65.00 

1957:  •  Proof-63  $19  -  Proof-64  $25-  Proof-65 .  35.00 

1958  Proof-65 . 65.00 

1959  Proof-65  . 49.00 

1960:  •  Proof-64.  $35  •  Proof-65.) . 45.00 

1962:  •  Proof-63.  Cameo.  [#20967]  $35  •  Proof-65 . 42.00 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your 
Coins  From  Bowers  81  Merena 

n  4  Our  vast  selection:  Buying  coins  from  Bowers  and  Merena  is 
"  *  like  buying  coins  from  a  vast  numismatic  department  store.  We 
pride  ourselves  on  the  wide  choice  of  material  we  offer,  from  colonial 
issues  to  double  eagles,  from  currency  to  exonumia,  from  foreign 
coins  to  American  private  and  territorial  gold.  Whatever  your  area  of 
interest,  chances  are  that  Bowers  and  Merena  has  it  in  stock! 
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Are  You  Interested  In  Building 
A  Quality  Collection? 


e  invite  you  to  join  our 
Collection  Portfolio  Program! 

As  a  member,  you  will  receive 
first  choice  of  coins  you  need  from  old- 
time  collections,  estates,  and  our  inven¬ 
tory.  You  will  enjoy  your  relationship  with 
our  company,  and  you  will  acquire  some 
really  beautiful  and  desirable  coins. 
Whether  you  want  a  $500,000  rarity  (we 
have  handled  just  about  every  rarity  in  the 
book)  or  a  $100  item,  you've  come  to  the 
right  place. 

From  our  location  deep  in  the  heart  of 
New  England  we  have  access  to  some  of 
the  finest  and  most  sought  after  coins  in  all 
of  numismatics.  Our  credentials  are 
second  to  none.  When  the  world's  most 
valuable  coin  collection  was  sold,  the  $25 
million  Garrett  Collection  owned  by  The 
Johns  Hopkins  University,  we  sold  it.  Of 
the  world's  top  10  auction  price  records 
for  coins,  we  hold  seven.  No  other  firm 
comes  remotely  close  to  this  record  of 
success. 

While  such  collections  and  rarities 
make  headlines,  we  hasten  to  say  that  the 
majority  of  our  business  is  with  clients  who 
purchase  from  us  regularly  over  a  period  of 
years,  perhaps  a  $500  coin  last  year,  a 
$2,000  group  last  month,  and  a  $250  item 
this  month. 

Pressed  For  Time? 

If  you  are  a  busy  person,  you  will  find 
that  the  Collection 
Portfolio  Program 
simplifies  the  building 
of  a  meaningful  coin 
collection,  a  collection 
that  will  be  a  source 
of  pleasure  and 
enjoyment  to  own. 

By  means  of 
monthly  (or  other 
interval)  payments, 
you  can  build  over  a 
period  of  time  an 
exhibit  of  choice,  rare, 
and  desirable  coins 
which  you  will  be  proud  to  own  and 
display.  Let  us  help  you  assemble  a 
beautiful  collection  of  Morgan  dollars, 
commemoratives,  gold  coins,  "type"  coins, 
or  any  other  area  of  interest.  All  coins  will 
be  independently  graded  by  PCGS,  NGC, 
Hallmark  or  ANA  (unless  you  request 
otherwise). 


The 

Collection 

Portfolio 

Program 


Meet  Gail 
Watson 

Gail  Watson,  who  manages  our 

Collection  Portfolio  Program,  is  one 
of  the  most  valuable  members  of 
the  Bowers  and  Merena  team.  Working 
hand  in  hand  with  Mark  Borckardt  (our 
Senior  Numismatist),  Liz  Arlin,  and  others, 
including  Dave  Bowers  and  Ray  Merena, 
Gail  reviews  our  client's  files  each  month 
and  selects  quality  pieces  to  meet  their 
requirements,  drawing  upon  our  inventory 
as  well  as  new  aquisitions.  From  the  fan 
mail  we  receive,  Gail  is  delivering  the  right 
coins  for  the  right  prices  to  the  right 
people! 

Gail,  who  has  been  a  member  of  our 
team  for  over  three 
years,  has  a  busy  family 
life  away  from  the 
office.  Married  ten 
years,  she  has  an  eight- 
year-old  daughter.  Her 
hobbies  include 
reading,  gardening, 
crafts,  cooking,  and 
playing  the  piano.  As  a 
family,  the  Watsons 
enjoy  camping  and 
water  sports  during  the 
summer,  skiing  in  the 
winter,  and  bicycling. 
With  her  husband  she 
can  also  be  seen  motorcycling,  playing 
table  games,  and  attending  favorite 
movies. 

"I  really  enjoy  the  Collection  Portfolio 
Program,"  Gail  tells  us.  "After  a  client  signs 
up  with  the  program,  it's  only  a  matter  of 
time  until  I  feel  I  know  him  or  her 
personally.  This  is  just  the  way  I  like  it,  for 


Gail  Watson 


the  more  tuned  in  I  am  to  someone's 
needs  as  to  specific  pieces,  series,  grading, 
or  anything  else,  the  more  effective  I  can 
be  when  sending  out  shipments.  Business 
things  aside,  it  is  also  nice  to  receive 
personal  notes  from  clients  when  they  get 
my  package.  Positive  feedback  is  always 
enjoyable  and,  of  course,  I  am  always 
open  to  suggestions." 

If  you  are  a  member  of  the  Collection 
Portfolio  Program,  you  already  know  Gail. 
If  you  are  not  participating  in  the  Collec¬ 
tion  Portfolio  Program,  why  not  give  Gail  a 
call  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993  and  ask  her 
to  send  you  a  brochure?  There  is  abso¬ 
lutely  no  obligation  to  buy  anything  or  to 
sign  up.  However,  if  you  are  a  professional 
person  and  would  like  to  build  a  truly 
meaningful  collection  of  scarce  and  rare 
coins  over  a  period  of  time,  we  believe 
that  you,  like  many  others,  will  find  the 
Collection  Portfolio  Program  the  ideal  way 
to  do  it.  It's  almost  like  having  a  desk  right 
in  our  office— right  next  to  Gail's— for  you 
will  be  given  first  choice  of  anything  you 
can  use. 


Be  a  V.I.P. 

As  a  member  of  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  you  will  be  in 
the  "inner  circle"  of  our  favored 
customers.  Not  only  will  you  have 
first  choice  of  desirable  and 
interesting  coins  as  we  acquire 
them,  you  will  also  receive  a  free 
subscription  to  both  the  Rare  Coin 
Review  magazine  and  the  Special 
Coin  Letter,  and  a  special  V.I.P. 
identification  number  which  will 
entitle  you  to  unadvertised 
specials  and  discounts  on 
numismatic  books,  supplies,  and 
special  coin  offers. 
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Here’s  How  The 
Program  Works. 

Each  month  we  will  send  you  coins 
for  the  program  you  choose.  These 
coins  will  be  in  PCGS,  NGC, 
Hallmark  or  ANA  holders  ,  accompanied 
by  an  invoice  describing  each  piece  and 
giving  its  grade  and  price.  Note:  If 
requested,  we  can  supply  non-certified 
coins  as  well.  In  areas  in  which  certified 
coins  are  not  readily  available,  such  as 
colonial  issues  and  low-priced  modern 
issues,  non-certified  pieces  will  be 
supplied. 

While  most  of  our  clients  prefer 
monthly  shipments,  the  programs  are 
flexible,  and  other  time  intervals  can  be 
arranged.  Programs  are  available  for  $250 
per  month  upward,  depending  on  the 
program  selected. 

Sometimes  you  may  have  additional 
money  available  and  may  want  to  send  us 
a  lump  sum.  You  can  make  extra  payments 
at  any  time  in  order  to  acquire  rarities, 
special  groups  or  collections,  or  just  to  get 
a  substantial  head  start  on  the  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  category  you  choose. 


Avoiding 


Duplication 

If  you  want  to  make  purchases 
elsewhere  in  the  coin  market— or  if 
you  wish  to  bid  in  our  auction  sales 
or  order  coins  from  our  seperate 
catalogues  and  price  lists— all  we  ask 
is  that  you  let  us  know  when  you  no 
longer  require  certain  pieces  so  that 
we  do  not  send  duplicate  selections. 


Join  Our  Other 
Satisfied  Customers 


"I  simply  don't  know  where  to  begin. 

I  have  been  wonderfully  surprised  by  your 
accurate  grading,  fair  pricing,  and  prompt 
service. 

"The  Panama-Pacific  commemorative 
in  MS-65  was  breathtaking.  The  Connecti¬ 
cut  was  beautiful.  Just  yesterday  I  received 
the  Vermont  in  MS-65,  and  I  feel  you've 
just  outdone  yourselves.  Please  accept  my 
check  in  the  full  amount  for  this  purchase 
price  on  my  previously  unpaid  balance  as 
part  of  my  Collection  Portfolio  Program.  I 
look  forward  to  the  next  selection  to  come 
my  way." 

— J.C.,  Los  Angeles,  California 


Programs  Available 

Type  Set  Program 
Commemorative 
Type  Set  "CP" 

Gold  Type  Set  "GT" 
Morgan  Dollar  Program 
Custom  Collections 


"Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  last  three 
months  input  in  the  [Collection  Portfolio 
Program).  With  the  arrival  of  each  MS-63 
coin  my  numismatic  interest  grows  at  the 


expense  of  my  investment  interest.  I  wish 
my  budget  could  afford  more!  As  an 
investor,  the  coins  have  grown  in  value 
much  faster  than  expected. 

"Thank  you  for  your  service." 

— C.L.B.,  Blackfoot,  Idaho 

"Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  purchase 
of  a  1940  Walking  Liberty  Proof-63. 

"I  must  thank  you  for  the  Liberty  Proof- 
63  nickel  I  purchased  two  months  ago 
from  your  firm.  It  was  a  very  attractive  and 
appealing  coin  for  the  grade.  I  appreciate 
your  prompt  service  and  accurate  grading 
standards.  Keep  up  the  good  work." 

— G.  K.,  Seattle,  Washington 

"I  am  very  pleased  to  see  a  firm  such  as 
yours  take  the  time  to  serve  a  small 
collector  such  as  myself.  Thank  you  again 
for  your  consideration.  I’m  hopefully 
awaiting  my  next  purchase." 

— Sgt.  T.  B.,  George  Air  Force  Base,  CA 


Interested? 

You  can  send  for  a  color  brochure  that 
gives  you  all  the  information  you  need  to 
know  about  the  Collection  Portfolio 
Program. 

Simply  fill  out  the  handy  order  form 
below  and  mail  it  to  us,  and  we  will  send 
you  our  beautiful  full  color  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  brochure. 


I - - - 1 

I  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  Information: 

VC C  f  Please  send  me  your  full-color  brochure  on  the  Collection  Portfolio 
■  L  •  program,  which  tells  me  everything  I  need  to  know  about  the  program. 


Name: 


Address: _ _ _ 

City: _ State:  _ Zip: 


Phone  Number: 


I  Mail  to: _ _ _  I 

I _ I 
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Silver 


Proof-62  1836  Gobrecht  $1 


1836  Gobrecht  dollar.  Judd-60.  Name  on  Base.  Restrike.  Plain 
Edge.  Die  Alignment  III,  where  the  eagle  is  flying  level  and  the  die 
is  rotated  180°.  Proof-62  (PCGS).  Blazing,  highly  reflective  fields 
surround  sharply  struck  central  devices.  The  coin  is  enhanced  by  a 
whisper  of  soft  champagne  overtones.  Only  1,000  pieces  struck.  A 
prize  for  the  silver  dollar  connoisseur.  [#19080] . 10,900.00 


Silver  Dollars 


♦  Gobrecht  Dollars 


1863  AU-50  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  surround  frosted,  sharply  struck 
devices.  A  desirable  issue  seldom  seen  in  any  grade.  Just  27,200 
business  strikes  were  minted.  [#30048] . 1,1 50.00 

1871  AU-50.  This  specimen  is  brilliant  and  reflective  due  to  a  light 

cleaning.  [#24914] . 450.00 

1872  VF-30.  [#2735] . 225.00 


♦  Draped  Bust  Dollars 

Pleasing  1799/8  $1 


1 799/8  Browning-1 .  1 3  reverse  stars.  EF-45  (PCGS).  This  coin  is  toned 
medium  charcoal  gray  throughout.  Clear  definition  of  the  bottom 
loop  of  the  8  is  visible  to  the  naked  eye.  A  sharp  example  of  the  issue. 
[#24720] . 2,295.00 

The  obverse  for  the  1 799/8  was  originally  made  up  for  the  1  798  Wide  Date  group,  but 
for  some  reason  was  never  used.  The  reverse  die  is  quickly  identified  by  the  heavy  die  flaws 

around  Rl  of  AMERICA. 


♦  Liberty  Seated  Dollars 


1800  B-IOa.  Rarity-3.  EF-40.  This  example  is  enhanced  by  soft  silver  gray 
fields  toned  with  lilac  highlights.  The  devices  exhibit  sharp  detail  for  the 
grade  and  are  well-centered  on  the  planchet.  A  couple  of  minor  rim 
bumps  are  noted  for  accuracy.  Flints  of  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas. 
[#16979] . 1,525.00 


1860-0:  •  VF-20.  [#25038]  $195  •  EF-40.  Mostly  brilliant.  [#2706]  $325 
•  MS-61  (PCGS).  Mint  brilliance  and  frost  highlight  sharp  devices. 
[#24189] . 1,695.00 


A  Letter  From  J.D.F. 

The  following  communication  is  from  J.D.F.,  a  New  Mexico 
client: 

Dear  Liz  (Arlin): 

Thank  you  very  much  for  giving  your  personal  attention  to 
someone  like  me  who  is  not  a  high  roller.  Service  like  you  and 
others  on  the  Bowers  and  Merena  staff  provide  is  as  rare  as  some 
of  the  coins  you  offer. 

I  am  interested  in  Buffalo  nickels  from  the  teens  and  twenties, 
in  EF  to  AU  grade  for  the  branch  mints,  and  MS-63  for  the 
Philadelphia  coins.  Please  let  me  know  what  you  can  supply.  Also, 
I  am  putting  together  a  set  of  Jefferson  nickels  in  MS-63  to  MS-65 
for  my  young  (seven  months  old)  daughter.  Perhaps  you  can  help. 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


♦  Morgan  Dollars 

1878  7  Tailfeathers:  •  MS-63.  [#29298]  $59  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attrac- 
tive. [#29437] . 185.00 

1878  7/8  Tailteathers.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  example. 

[#29310] . 110.00 

1878-CC:  •  MS-60.  [#25005]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive  example. 
[#24066] . 225.00 

1878- S:  •  MS-60.  [#2741 5]  $39  •  MS-63.  Lustrous.  $49  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 

[#24265]  $85  •  MS-64.  [#22674]  $145  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck 
with  pleasing  cartwheel  lustre.  [#23550] . 250.00 

1 879  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  fully  brilliant  example.  [#23073] . 1 65.00 

1879- S:  •  MS-63.  [#281 96]  $45  •  MS-63  (NGC).  [#22996]  $45  •  MS-64 

[#29256]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#25404] . 75.00 

1880:  •  MS-63.  [#29299]  $49  •  MS-64.  [#2431 1  ]  $145  •  MS-64(PCGS). 
[#29410] . 145.00 

1880- S:  •  MS-63.  [#28197]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#22997]  $45  •  MS- 

64.  [#29257]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#25465]$75  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Frosty.  [#28513] . 185.00 

1881  MS-63.  [#29300] . 49.00 

1881- S:  •  MS-60.  [#13871]  $30  •  MS-63.  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS). 

[#22998]  $45  •  MS-63  (NGC).  [#22999]  $45  •  MS-64  [#22683]  $75 
•  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#25822]  $75  •  MS-65.  [#22682]  $185  •  MS-65 
(PCGS).  [#28525] . 185.00 

1882:  •  MS-60.  [#24533]  $30  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#24273] . 90.00 

1882- CC:  •  MS-60.  [#28199]  $75  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#26347]  $89  •  MS- 

64.  [#28707]  $145  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#27845] . 145.00 

1882- S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23000]  $45  •  MS-64.  [#24386]  $75  •  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  [#25415]  $75  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#25323] . 1 85.00 

1883:  •  MS-60.  [#24036]  $30  •  MS-64.  [#24387]  $85  •  MS-64  (PCGS). 
[#25588] . 85.00 

1883- CC:  •  MS-60  [#28201]  $75  •  MS-63.  [#28202]  $89  •  MS-63 

(PCGS).  [#26359]  $89  •  MS-63.  Prooflike.  [#28200]  $119-  MS-64 
(PCGS).  [#27846] . 145.00 

1883-0:  •  MS-63.  [#29263]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23004]  $45  •  MS- 
63  (NGC).  [#23005]  $45  •  MS-64.  [#28708]  $75  •  MS-64.  Nice. 
(PCGS) . 75.00 


Beautiful  1883-S  $1 


1 883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  full  mint  lustre  and  frost  comple¬ 
ment  sharply  struck  devices.  A  fully  white  piece  with  superb  eye 
appeal.  A  prize  for  the  Morgan  dollar  specialist.  [#24695].. 3,450.00 

As  of  the  September  1 990  PCCS  Population  Report,  only  61  MS-64  pieces  have  been 
graded  with  just  4  higher!  A  very  small  percentage  when  you  consider  the  total  mintage 
of  6,250,000  pieces  struck! 


1884-CC:  •  MS-63.  [#29302]  $110  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29359]  .  145.00 
1884-0:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#21939]  $45  •  MS-63  (NGC).  [#23008]  $45 

•  MS-64.  [#13376]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 

1884-S  AU-50.  Cleaned.  Money-back  guarantee.  [#24589] . 199.00 

1885:  •  MS-63  (NGC).  [#23010]  $45  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 


1885-CC:  •  Mint  State-60.  [#28204]  $195  *  MS-60  (G.S.A.  Holder). 

[#26389] . 195.00 

1885-0:  •  MS63.  [#26277]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23011]  $45  •  MS£3 
(NGC).  [#2301 2]  $45  •  MS64.  [#28709]  $75  •  MS64(PCGS).  $75  •  MS- 

65  (NGC).  [#27849]  $185  •  MS65  (PCGS).  [#28534] . 185.00 

1886:  •  MS-63.  [#24039]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23013]  $45  •  MS-63 
(NGC).  [#2301 4]  $45  •  MS-64.  [#28710]  $75  •  MS-64  (ANA  Cache). 
[#26892]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS) . 75.00 


1887/6-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  This  issue  is  always  en¬ 
countered  with  a  flat  strike.  This  piece  happens  to  be  quite  a  bit 
sharper  than  most.  A  scarce  and  highly  desirable  issue  in  the  series. 

Call  quickly,  as  it  is  sure  to  sell  rapidly.  [#30018] . 1,950.00 

1887:  •  MS-63.  [#25045]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23015]  $45  •  MS-63 
(NGC).  [#2301 6]  $45  •  MS-64.  [#29266]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  $75 
•  MS-65  (PCGS). [#28539] . 185.00 

1887- S  AU-58.  [#24590] . 42.00 

1888:  •  MS-63.  [#23921]  $49  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#2301  7]  $49  •  MS-65 

(PCGS).  [#29411] . 310.00 

1888- 0:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29444]  $49  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Attractive. 

[#22898] . 95.00 

1889  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23019]  . 49.00 


1 889-CC  EF-45.  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of  lilac  toning.  A  key 
date  issue  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series.  [#23045] . 1,595.00 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your 
Coins  From  Bowers  81  Merena 

Y«u  receive  (he  Rare  Coin  Review:  What  is  the  most  ac- 
™  claimed,  honored,  and  sought-after  publication  in  numis¬ 
matics?  The  Rare  Coin  Review ,  with  its  lively  mixture  of  articles,  nu¬ 
mismatic  research,  humor,  and  listings!  As  a  client  of  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  will  have  each  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  sent  to  you— 
and  that's  the  best  deal  in  numismatics  today!  (And,  did  you  know  that 
a  rare  back  issue  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review  recently  sold  in  a  book 
auction  for  $195?) 
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Silver 

COI  NS  FOR  SALE 


Desirable  1889-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


1889-CC  AU-55.  Prooflike.  Sharply  struck  with  devices  exhibit¬ 
ing  full  mint  frost.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brilliant  and  highly 
reflective.  An  important  issue  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series,  and  the 
scarcest  of  all  Carson  City  Mint  Morgan  dollars.  [#7530] ..  5,850.00 


A  Theory  About  A  Cent  Variety 

Herbert  P.  Hicks  recently  wrote  with  regard  to  your  editor  s 
comment  in  The  Numismatist,  pertaining  to  the  15-Star  1817  large 
cent,  and  why  the  star  count  is  different  from  the  normal  13: 

One  thing  that  might  have  a  bearing  on  the  unexplained 
anomaly  of  the  1 5-Star  1817  cent  might  be  the  fact  that  it  matched 
the  current  flag.  The  flag  was  frozen  at  1 5  stars  and  1 5  stripes  from 
May  1,  1795  to  July  4,  1818.  I  have  sometimes  wondered  if  an 
apprentice  copied  the  flag,  or  if  a  more  senior  diecutter  decided  to 
make  it  match  the  flag  for  once. 

In  a  similar  manner,  the  1  5-Star  half  eagle  of  1  797  matches  the 
flag,  while  the  16-Star  one  matches  the  number  of  states  in  the 
Union.  Tennessee  was  admitted  to  the  Union  on  June  1796, 
becoming  the  16th  state.  .  .  . 

On  another  subject,  I  have  written  several  articles  on  Peace 
silver  dollars  but  have  never  been  happy  with  the  published 
illustrations.  The  pictures  you  run  in  The  Rare  Coin  Review  are  about 
the  nicest  I  have  ever  seen. 


Prooflike  1889-CC  Dollar  Rarity 


5&S  trrnst 


1889-CC  MS-62  DPL.  (NGC).  A  glittering  example  of  the  most 
desired  of  all  Carson  City  Mint  dollars.  Fully  brilliant  with  deep 
prooflike  surfaces  and  heavily  frosted  devices.  Rare  in  this  superb 


state  of  preservation.  A  must  for  the  Morgan  dollar  specialist. 
[#22378] . 29,500.00 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


1889-0  MS-64  (PCCS).  Brilliant  and  frosty.  (#27853] . 595.00 

1889-S  MS-60.  (#29087] . 85.00 


1 890-CC  MS-64.  An  attractive  gem  with  lovely  cartwheel  lustre.  Mint  frost 
is  present  in  the  fields  as  well  as  on  the  devices.  (#22543] . 765.00 


1890-0  MS-64  (NCC).  (#29431) . 235.00 

1890- S:  •  MS-60  [#27462]  $49  •  MS-64  (#29975) . 140.00 

1891- S:  •  MS-60.  (#28857)  $45  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  (#25742]  $75  •  MS- 

64  (PCGS).  [#25756] . 275.00 

1892- 0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous.  Typical  strike.  [#29315] . 165.00 


Choice  Uncirculated  1893-CC  $1 


1893-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Dazzling  cartwheel  lustre  is  enhanced 
by  full  mint  frost.  Fully  brilliant.  Very  well  struck.  A  beautiful  example 
for  the  Morgan  dollar  connoisseur.  (#24190] . 2,650.00 


1 89.3-0  EF-45.  Sharp  for  the  grade.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed.  [#27156] . 195.00 


1893-S  F-12.  Sharp  for  the  grade.  [#29977] 


995.00 


Order  Early! 


Illegal  Commemorative  Half  Dollars? 


UOOf) 

CllMKij 


Depicting  living  persons  on  coins  and 
currency  has  been  illegal  since  1866,  but 
that  didn't  stop  the  issuers  of  some  our 
commemorative  coins. The  result  is  several 
fascinating  commemorative  coins  with  a 
special  "criminal"  appeal  for  your  collec¬ 
tion! 

The  Alabama  half  dollar  depicts  Tho¬ 
mas  E.  Kilby,  governor  of  Alabama  when 
the  coins  were  minted. 

Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  portrayed 
on  the  Robinson-Arkansas  half  dollar,  was 
alive  in  1 936,  and  passed  away  the  follow¬ 
ing  year. 

Senator  Carter  Glass  (1858-1946)  was 
profiled  on  the  Lynchburg  half  dollar  in 
1936. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  is  the  ses- 
quicentennial  half  dollar,  issued  in  1926 
with  the  bust  of  incumbent  President  Calvin 
Coolidge. 

This  collection  of  four  "illegal"  com- 
memoratives,  each  graded  MS-63  by  PCGS, 
is  offered  at  $995. 


Morgan  Dollar  Bonanza 


urrently,  Morgan 
dollars  are  at  one  of 
the  lowest  levels  in 
over  four  years.  We  encour¬ 
age  you  to  act  NOW  to  take 
advantage  of  the  savings. 

Enroll  in  our  Collection 
Portfolio  Program  at  either 
$100  or  $250  per  month 
and  receive: 

At  the  $100  level:  Coins 
grading  MS-60  or  better 
(mostly  MS-63  or  finer,  ex¬ 
cept  for  rarities)  and,  with 
your  first  selection,  a  confidential  5%  discount!  (Request  MDP-100) 
At  the  $250  per  month  level:  Coins  grading  MS-63  or  better,  with 


a  generous  10%  discount  on  your  first  selection.  (Request  MDP-250) 

Here  is  what  we  offer  you  through  the  popular  C.  P.  P.: 

•  Convenient  monthly  shipments. 

•  Quality  coins  certified  by  PCGS,  NGC  and  ANACS,  hand- 
selected  for  aesthetic  quality. 

•  Excellent  value  for  the  price  paid. 

•  Personal  service. 

•  Money-back  guarantee. 

Telephone  Gail  Watson  toll-free  at  1-800-222-5993,  charge  your 
payment  to  your  credit  card,  and  your  first  shipment  of  beautiful 
Morgan  silver  dollars  will  be  on  its  way!  Take  advantage  of  the  current 
reasonable  prices  plus  our  confidential  discount— and  enroll  today! 
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PROFILE 


The  Numismatic 
Career  of  Jim  Ruddy 

It  was  just  one  thin  dime,  admittedly  worth  several  thousand 
dollars,  but  nevertheless,  one  thin  dime  that  helped  catapult 
the  career  of  one  of  the  nation's  leading  numismatists  of  the 
1 960s  and  '70s  to  the  forefront  of  the  hobby. 

Today,  most  collectors  probably  associate  the  name  of  James  F. 
Ruddy  with  the  Photograde  coin  grading  guide,  but  that's  all  right. 
It's  a  book  of  which  he  is  very  proud.  If  there  had  been  a  New  York 
Times  bestsellers  listfor  numismatic  books  it  would  no  doubt  have 


Most  collectors  associate 
his  name  with  Photo 
grade ,  but  his  purchase 
of  the  1894-S  dime  first 
brought  him  fame 


This  recent  photo  of  Jim 
Ruddy  shows  him  at  the 
counter  of  his  General 
Store  Museum  which  he 
donated  to  the  city  of 
Palm  Springs,  California. 


By  Robert  R.  Van  Ryzin 


led  the  list  for  many  weeks  following  its  1970 
release. 

But  for  dealers  and  collectors  who  have 
followed  the  hobby  for  a  number  of  years  and 
who  constantly  pour  through  the  many  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries  auction  catalogues  that 
have  become  standards  in  their  own  right,  )im 
Ruddy's  name  will  always  be  associated  with 
Q.  David  Bowers.  And  that's  alright  too,  be¬ 
cause  even  today  they  remain  the  best  of 
friends. 

It  wasn't  always  that  way,  though.  Back  in 
the  early  1950s,  Ruddy  was  employed  byAnsco, 
a  division  of  General  Aniline 
and  Film  Company  of  Bing¬ 
hamton,  NY  and  was  just 
breaking  into  coin  business. 
On  a  weekend  visit  to  his 
parents  in  Wilkes-Barre, 
Pennsylvania.,  Ruddy  de¬ 
cided  to  stop  in  to  see  Bow¬ 
ers.  Bowers  had  been  adver¬ 
tising  in  the  area  and,  in  fact, 
grew  up  only  about  five  miles 
from  Ruddy's  boyhood 
home.  At  the  time,  Bowers 
was  1 5  years  old.  Ruddy 
about  six  years  his  senior. 

"We  didn't  hit  it  off  the 
first  time,  as  a  matter  of  fact," 
Ruddy  explained.  "I  was  a  dealer  and  I  wanted 
to  get  a  discount  on  the  coins  that  I  had  picked 
out,  but  he  didn't  realize  that  dealers  got  a 
discount— even  a  10%  discount.  So  after  pick¬ 
ing  out  a  dozen  coins  and  not  giving  me  a 
discount,  I  said,  'Well,  I  guess  I  will  just  take  this 
one  coin.'  And  I  paid  him.  I  thought  I'd  never 
see  him  again." 

They  did,  though,  and  soon  became  close 
friends. 


Ruddy  traces  his  first  interest  in  the  hobby 
to  1 953  and  a  promotion  which  claimed  that  if 
you  found  a  1943  copper  cent  in  change  and 
turned  it  in  to  a  bank  you  could  win  a  free  car. 
Of  course,  the  promotion  was  simply  a  gimmick, 
but  it  started  Ruddy  on  the  path  to  coin  col¬ 
lecting.  He  soon  became  a  regular  at  coin 
shows  and  began  advertising  coins  for  sale.  In 
fact,  his  first  national  advertisement  appeared 
in  the  July  5, 1 954,  issue  of  Numismatic  News. 

Ruddy  supplied  a  copy  of  that  first  adver¬ 
tisement  along  with  an  invoice  sent  to  his  first 
out-of-state  customer  Phyllis  Ritter.  Her  $3.95 
purchase  a  VG  three-cent  silver  piece  at  50 
cents,  and  five  half  dimes  ranging  from  an  1 833 
in  Fine+  at  70  cents,  an  1 858  and  1861  in  Fine 
at  50  cents  each,  and  an  1871  in  EF  for  $1. 

It  was  soon  thereafter  that  Ruddy  became 
involved  in  the  discovery  of  the  famous  1 955 
Doubled-Die  cent.  It  wasn't  that  Ruddy  actually 
discovered  the  variety,  but  he  was  in  the  enviable 
location  where  many  of  the  1955  Doubled-Die 
cents  first  turned  up. 

After  five  or  six  people  brought 
specimens  into  his  office,  it  struck 
him  that  all  of  the  coins  were 
wrapped  in  cellophane.  Upon  in¬ 
quiry  he  soon  discovered  why. 

"At  that  time  cigarettes  were  23  cents  a 
pack,"  Ruddy  explained.  "You  would  put  a 
quarter  in  the  machine  and  out  would  come  a 
pack  of  cigarettes  and  there  would  be  two 
pennies  between  the  cellophane  and  the  pack 
of  cigarettes  as  your  change.  That's  where  they 
found  the  Doubled-Die  cents. 

"Dave  and  I,  through  research,  found  out 
where  these  packages  of  cigarettes  had  the 
two  cents  put  in.  It  was  in  the  Boston  area. 
"So  we  placed  a  display  ad  in  the  Boston 
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▲  The  coin  that  made  Jim  Ruddy  famous:  The  1894-S  dime,  purchased  in  1957  during  a 
sale  by  Stack's.  The  price  paid,  $4,750,  was  a  record  at  the  time. 


papers  with  an  enlarged  line  drawing  of  a  '55 
Doubled-Die  cent  and  we  said  we  would  pay 
$20  apiece  for  any  of  these  coins.  At  the  time 
they  were  selling  for  $20  to  $25,  but  we 
thought  we  would  get  a  bundle  of  them  and 
then  do  a  promotion. 

"Well,  we  accumulated  about  800  of  them 
totally.  I  don't  know  how  many  of  them  we 
bought  from  Boston,  but  probably  600  or  700 
of  them  came  from  there,  and  we  just  sold  them 
out  piecemeal  over  the  years." 

Ruddy's  first  coin  shop  in  Johnson  City,  NY, 
was  actually  a  coin  and  stamp  exchange  called 
Triple  Cities.  Within  about  a  year  the  young 
entrepreneur  realized  that  his  true  love  was 
numismatics  and  the  firm  became  Triple  Cities 
Coin  Exchange. 

It  wasn't  until  1 957  that  Ruddy  and  Bowers 
held  their  first  join  venture,  teaming  up  to 
conduct  the  Penn-New  York  auction  on  July 
27,  1957. 

According  to  a  history  of  Bowers  and 
Ruddy  Galleries,  which  appeared 
at  the  back  of  the  auction  catalogue 
forthefirm'sAug.21-25, 1978,  sale 
of  the  Robert  E.  Branigan  Estate,  the  Penn-New 
York  auction  featured  955  lots  with  record 
prices  being  brought  in  several  categories.  Top 
lots  included  Proof  half  cents  of  the  1840s  at 
$1 50  and  up,  a  BU  1 909-S  V.D.B.ata  new  level 
of  $66,  and  an  1 877  Proof  20-cent  piece  at  a 
record  $175. 

But  it  was  another  auction  in  1957  that 
brought  considerably  more  attention  to  the 
two  coin  dealers. 

An  example  of  the  rare  1 894-S  dime  was  to 
be  placed  on  the  market  as  part  of  a  Stack's  sale 
and  Bowers  wanted  it.  Ruddy  had  planned  to 
attend  the  sale,  which  featured  other  notable 
rarities  including,  Ruddy  remembers,  an  1876- 
CC  20-cent  piece. 

Bowers  commissioned  Ruddy  to  bid  up  to 
$4,750  for  the  dime,  a  record  price  at  the  time. 
Bidding  began  at  $4,200,  and  when  it  was 
finished  Ruddy  had  the  coin. 

The  bid  brought  quite  a  bit  of  press  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  pair  including  a  photograph  of 
Ruddy  holding  the  1894-S  dime  in  one  hand 
with  stacks  of  $  1  bills,  representing  the  purchase 
price,  placed  in  front  of  him.  This  appeared  in 
an  edition  of  the  Binghamton  Press. 

Bowers  wasfeatured  in  Seventeen  magazine 
and  made  an  appearance  on  the  Today  televi¬ 
sion  show,  where  he  discussed  the  rare  coin 
market. 

It  wasn't  until  the  following  year  that  Ruddy 
and  Bowers  joined  their  businesses  to  form 
Empire  Coin  Co.  located  at  252  Main  St.  in 
Johnson  City. 

Speaking  of  the  combination,  the  first  issue 
of  the  company's  Empire  Topics,  dated  May- 
June  1958,  provided  summaries  of  both  their 
careers  and  said  "realizing  that  a  combination 
of  their  companies  would  result  in  a  complete 
numismatic  service  to  collectors,  steps  in  this 
direction  were  taken  in  late  1 957  and  early  this 
year.  Empire  Coin  Company  was  incorporated 
on  the  first  of  April,  1 958.  The  combination  of 
facilities,  numismatic  knowledge,  reference  li¬ 
braries,  and  customer  mailing  lists  made  pos¬ 


sible  by  a  complete  numismatic  service." 

At  the  new  company  Bowers  prepared 
auction  cataloguesand  handled  advertisements, 
while  Ruddy  did  "most  of  the  buying,  selling, 
record-keeping,  and  general  administrative 
functions." 

By  1 961  the  firm  had  achieved  sales  of  $1 
million,  a  record  level  at  that  time. 

According  to  the  Branigan  catalogue,  in 
1964  Empire  Coin  Company  joined  with 
Michael  V.  DiSalle,  a  former  governor  of  Ohio; 
Max  Humbert,  formerly  an  executive  with 
Presidential  Art  Medals;  James  Kelly,  a  promi¬ 
nent  Dayton  rare  coin  dealer;  and  others  to 
form  Paramount  International  Coin  Corpora¬ 
tion.  Bowers'  association  with  the  new  firm 
was,  however,  short  lived. 

"Dave  left  Paramount  about  a  year  after  he 
came  there  and  had  a  covenant  not  to  compete 
in  the  coin  business  for  a  couple  of  years," 
Ruddy  said  of  this  period.  "I  stayed  on  with 
Paramount  and  when  I  left,  I  negotiated  my 
contract  and  was  able  to  get  back  into  coins 
immediately. 

"I  came  directly  to  California,  which  I  had 
always  liked,  and  started  Ruddy  Investments. 
As  soon  as  Dave's  covenant  was  officially  void 
we  became  partners  again,  forming  Bowers 
and  Ruddy  Galleries." 

But  before  they  rejoined  forces  Ruddy 
developed  what  is  today  one  of  the 
most  popular  grading  guides  for  cir¬ 
culated  coins. 

"It  was  during  the  time  that  Dave  was  still 
with  his  covenant  not  to  compete  and  he  was 
in  the  nickelodeon  business,"  Ruddy  said.  "The 
coin  business  was  a  little  bit  slow  then.  This  was 
in  1968  or  1969  and  I  had  time  on  my  hands. 
"I  have  always  been  interested  in  photog¬ 


raphy,  because  I  was  in  physics  research  in 
Ansco  film  and  photography,  and  I  was  always 
frustrated  by  the  difficulty  and  the  subjective¬ 
ness  of  grading  using  Brown  and  Dunn  stan¬ 
dards.  Line  drawings  are  fine _ they  could  be 

extrapolated  by  a  collector  who  knew  coin 
grading,  but  not  by  the  novices— not  by  the  new 
collectors.  I  felt  that  the  only  way  to  really  show 
the  difference  in  grading  was  to  do  it  photo¬ 
graphically." 

uddy  explained  that  it  was  a  two- 
year  project  putting  together 
Photograde. 

"I  worked  nights,  I  worked 
weekends,  I  worked  every  spare  minute  I  had 
on  it,"  he  said.  "I  took  5,000  photographs 
myself.  Out  of  those  5,000  came  the  1,000+ 
that  are  in  Photograde  today." 

"It  wasn't  just  a  matter  of  photographing 
the  coins,  which  is  an  intricate  art  of  its  own,  but 
there  was  the  difficulty  of  finding  some  of  the 
coins  in  lower  grades." 

"I  remember  going  into  a  couple  of  coin 
shops— Ron  Downing's  as  a  matter  of  fact— and 
looking  through  their  junk  boxes,"  Ruddy  said. 

Many  dealers,  he  said,  expressed  surprise  at 
his  interest  in  lower-grade  coins. 

"I  kept  this  a  very  big  secret.  No  one  knew 
that  I  was  doing  this  book.  I  had  mentioned  it 
to  Dave,  of  course,  because  he  was  still  a  very 
dear  friend  of  mine,  but  that  was  all." 

Anyone  putting  out  a  book  hopes  for  it  to 
be  successful,  but  Ruddy  had  no  idea  when  the 
first  printing  came  out  in  August  1 970  just  how 
popular  Photograde  would  become. 

"I  can  remember  I  had  a  big  decision  of 
what  to  do  with  the  first  printing,"  he  said. 

Bowers  recommended  a  printing  of  1,000 
books,  which  would,  if  they  were  needed, 
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1  Hr. 8  F  HiUf  l)imf  . 50 

1  H4»  1  F  . 59 

IH71  AT’  .  ...  1.00 

1013  I  Ex.F  Nickel*  . 50 

1913  IT  Ex.F  Nickels  .  1.00 

1914  Ex.F  Nickel,  . .  3.00 

1910  Ex.F  NIcki'H  .  1.50 

19.19  H  Unc  Nickels  .  3.50 

1875  S  A"F  30  Cent  .  0.00 

187. A  EC  Vf,  JO  Cent  .  TOO 

1948  Unc  Half  Dollars  .  3.00 

1053  Unc  Half  Dollars  .  1.00 


SPECIAL  -  3  Complete  Set,  to 
1933  of  Jefferson  Nickels.  V.G. 
to  Unc  in  new  holder.  Each  57.00 

Satisfuction  ^laruntrrd  «»r  return 
within  3  days  for  full  refund.  Pos¬ 
tace  included  in  price. 

JAMES  F.  RUDDY 

35  Spruce  St 
JOHNSON  CITY.  .V.  V. 


▲  Jim  Ruddy's  first  advertising  appear¬ 
ance  in  the  national  numismatic  media, 
Numismatic  News  on  July  5,  1954. 


make  the  second  1,000  hardcover  copies 
cheaper. 

Ruddy  figured  if  the  book  didn't  sell,  he 
could  always  give  excess  copies  away  to  his 
customers.  Bowers,  however,  confidently  pre¬ 
dicted  that  the  book  would  be  a  big  success. 

In  the  foreword  to  the  first  edition  Bowers 
wrote  "I  am  confident  that  this  volume  will  be 
enthusiastically  received  by  those  on  either 
side,  buying  or  selling,  of  a  numismatic  trans¬ 
action." 

It  was. 

Ruddy  explained,  "Well,  I  placed  a  full-page 
ad  in  Numismatic  News  and  Coin  World  and 
within  one  week  I  had  5,000  orders.  Immedi¬ 
ately  I  got  another  printing  of  5,000  copies. 
Within  1 1  days  I  was  up  to  10,000  orders,  so  I 
had  to  place  another  order  with  the  printer. 

Since  then  sales  of  the  book  have 
reached  the  half  million  mark,  he 
related,  and  just  last  year  he  spent 
time  with  Bowers  revamping  and 
updating  the  book. 

The  pictures  are  still  as  good  today  as  they 
were  20  years  ago,"  Ruddy  declared. 

However,  today  with  the  emphasis  on  Un¬ 
circulated  coins  there  is  less  of  a  need  for  the 
book. 

"Today,  practically  98%  of  the  business  is 
done  in  Mint  State-60  or  above,  but  in  those 
days  an  equal  share  of  circulated  coins  were 
being  traded  as  well  as  Uncirculated,"  he  ex¬ 
plained.  Back  then  "there  was  a  desperate 
need." 

In  the  introduction  to  Photograde  Ruddy 
elaborated,  "In  1 958  Messrs.  Brown  and  Dunn 
pioneered  the  standardization  of  grading  by 
issuing  a  book  which  used  line  drawings  to 
illustrate  degrees  of  wear  on  a  coin.  A  number 


of  attempts  were  made  by  others  to  create 
standard  grading  reference  books  by  using 
photographs  of  actual  coins.  Unfortunately, 
the  photographic  reproduction  and,  in  a  few 
cases,  the  grading  information  was  inadequate 
to  warrant  acceptance  of  any  of  these  works  as 
a  standard." 

Ruddy  would  stay  with  Bowers 
through  the  early  1970s  and  be 
involved  in  a  number  of  the  firm's 
major  sales,  leaving  the  company 
and  largely  the  hobby  in  April  1977.  His  only 
major  regret  from  this  period  was  not  having 
been  around  for  the  sales  of  the  Garrett  and 
Eliasbergcollections— two  of  Bowers  and  Ruddy 
Galleries'  famous  record-breaking  sales. 

"When  I  left  the  coin  business  it  was  a  little 
too  difficult  for  me  to  continue  collecting  after 
dealing  for  so  many  years,"  he  said.  "After 
handling  everything  in  my  company  it  was  not 
as  much  of  a  challenge  to  put  together  a  coin 
collection." 

He  also  felt  that  it  would  have  been  a  little 
bit  inappropriate  for  him  to  re-enter  the  coin 
business. 

"Dave  and  I  decided  really  early  in  our 
career  that  we  weren't  going  to  collect  in  the 
mainstream  of  numismatics  and  compete  with 
our  customers,"  he  said.  "Also,  it  prevented  a 
conflict  of  interest  between  Dave  and  myself.  I 
did  collect  $3  bills  for  a  while— the  fringe  area  of 
numismatics— but  I  don't  do  it  today.  It's  a 
different  field." 

Today,  he  says  the  coin  collecting  field  has 
changed  from  a  hobby  to  much  more  of  a  pure 
investment  or  speculation  than  it  was. 

"You  know,  I  don't  think  the  word  invest¬ 
ment  is  a  dirty  word  at  all,"  he  said.  "But 
sometimes  it  attracts  those  who  don't  know 
what  they  are  doing  and  they  get  hurt.  I  think 
anyone  who  is  going  to  spend  a  portion  of  their 
income  or  their  net  worth  on  coins,  stamps,  art, 
books,  autographs  or  anything  else  has  to 
consider  the  potential  for  the  future. 

"Unfortunately,  I  think  the  collector  base 
has  been  reduced  and  that  is  the  sad  part  about 


he  following  is  from  the  Annual 
Report  of  the  Director  of  the  Mint, 
1864: 

"The  substitution  of  the  bronze 
alloy  for  the  nickel  mixture,  as  authorized  by 
Congress,  has  been  highly  successful.  The  de¬ 
mand  for  the  one  and  two-cent  pieces  has  been 
unprecedented,  and  every  effort  has  been  made 
to  meet  it. 

"The  demand  still  continues,  although  the 
number  daily  issued  largely  exceeds  that  of  any 
former  period.  Large  quantities  are  hoarded, 
and  thus  kept  from  circulation.  They  have  also 
been  bought  and  sold  by  small  brokers  at  a 
premium;  this  has  induced  individuals  to  col¬ 
lect  them  for  the  purpose  of  sale,  thus  producing 
a  scarcity  and  inconvenience  to  the  public  that 
ought  not  to  exist . . . 

"The  two-cent  piece  is  a  most  convenient 


the  coin  business. 

"It's  active  in  other  ways,  so  there  is  as 
much  business,  if  not  more  business  going  on 
today  than  when  I  was  in  it.  But  it  is  no  longer 
the  hobby  oriented  business  that  it  used  to  be 
as,  say,  the  autograph  field  is." 

Therefore,  the  field  of  autograph  collecting 
attracts  Ruddy's  attention  now.  Ruddy  is  vice 
president  of  the  Manuscript  Society  and  chaired 
the  society's  auction  conducted  May  26  of  this 
year  by  Superior  Stamp  &  Coin  Co.  of  Beverly 
Hills,  CA,  the  day  before  the  opening  of  the 
Boy's  Town  Collection  sale. 

His  other  collecting  interest  is  "Ruddy's 
General  Store  Museum,"  located  in  Palm 
Springs,  CA,  the  museum  is  an  original  1930s 
era  general  store  stocked  with  soaps,  drugs, 
tobaccos,  clothing,  hardware  and  other  items. 
Much  of  the  collection  was  put  together  by 
Ruddy  and  augmented  in  1983  with  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  the  holdings  of  a  Depression-era  liq¬ 
uidator. 

The  building  was  completed  in  1987  and 
donated  to  the  city  of  Palm  Springs  and  today 
is  a  non-profit  operation,  which  charges  50 
cents  admission. 

"Of  the  6,000  products  I  have  in  the  museum 
95%  of  them  are  filled  with  the  original  con¬ 
tents,"  he  said.  "So  it  really  looks  like  a  store. 
When  you  walk  into  the  museum  it  looks 
exactly  like  you've  walked  back  in  time  50 
years." 

Even  though  he's  left  the  hobby, 
Ruddy  retains  fond  memories  of  his 
years  as  one  of  the  nation's  leading 
coin  dealers.  He  is  especially  proud 
of  his  discovery  in  1969  of  the  rare  1888/7 
I  ndian  Head  cent,  which  made  front  page  news 
in  the  hobby  press,  and  of  being  a  friend  and 
partner  of  Dave  Bowers. 

The  preceding  article  appeared  in  Numis¬ 
matic  News  on  September  U,  1990,  and  is 
reprinted  with  permission.  James  F.  Ruddy,  as¬ 
sociated  with  our  firm  for  many  years,  keeps  in 
regular  contact  with  us. 


and  popular  coin.  Its  size  and  weight  contrib¬ 
ute  to  its  usefulness. 

'The  motto  'In  God  We  Trust'  stamped 
upon  this  coin  has  been  highly  approved  by  the 
public,  not  only  as  improving  the  artistic  beauty 
of  the  piece,  but  also  as  expressive  of  our 
nation's  reliance  upon  the  'God  of  Nations'  in 
this  hour  of  peril  and  danger.  Why  should  this 
distinct  and  unequivocal  recognition  of  the 
sovereignty  of  God,  of  Him  who  is  'the  King  of 
Kings,  and  Lord  of  Lords'  be  confined  to  our 
bronze  coinage?  The  silver  and  the  gold  are 
His,  and  upon  it  should  be  impressed  by  national 
authority  the  declaration  of  our  nation's  trust  in 
Him,  'who  maketh  war  to  cease  unto  the  ends 
of  the  earth,  who  stilleth  the  raging  of  the  sea, 
and  the  tumult  of  the  people.'  Let  our  nation,  in 
its  coinage,  honor  Him,  in  whom  is  our  strength 
and  salvation." 


About  “IN  GOD  WE  TRUST” 
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Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


Exceptional  1895  Proof-65  Dollar 

The  King  of  Morgan  Dollars 


1895  Proof-65  (Hallmark).  A  dazzling  example  of  the  "King  of 
Morgan  Dollars".  This  piece  is  absolutely  superb  in  every  respect.  The 
fields-are  deep  mirrorlike  and  are  enhanced  by  just  a  whisper  of  pale 
golden  overtones.  The  central  design  elements  are  sharp  and  are 
complemented  by  full  mint  frost.  A  prize  for  the  Morgan  dollar 
specialist.  (#22847) . 39,500.00 


Although  mintage  figures  for  this  year  indicate  that  880  Proofs  and  12,000  business 
strikes  were  minted,  not  a  single  Uncirculated  or  worn  business  strike  has  ever  been 
authenticated,  and  it  is  believed  that  not  a  single  specimen  exists  today.  What  probably 
happened  is  that  the  1 2,000  business  strikes  were  melted  under  the  Pittman  Act  of  1918, 
which  saw  270  million  dollars  destroyed.  Of  the  initial  Proof  mintage  of  880  specimens, 
it  is  believed  that  no  more  than  500  specimens  survive  today  in  various  conditions. 


"A  Nice  Addition" 

The  following  is  from  J.T.,  successful  bidder,  by  mail,  on  Lot  2774 
in  our  Rusbar  Collection  sale: 

The  die  is  a  very  nice  addition  to  have  with  my  collection  of 
California  small  denomination  gold.  The  die  has  the  cud  which 
you  mentioned;  and  also  has  two  rim  cracks  and  a  double-  and 
triple-punched  star,  all  of  which  add  interest,  particularly  since  they 
occur  so  frequently  on  the  small  California  gold  pieces.  Thank  you 
for  the  opportunity,  particularly  since  the  price  at  which  I  was 
awarded  the  lot  was  nicely  under  my  maximum  authorized  bid. 


1895-0  EF-40.  [#24550] . 169.00 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your 
Coins  From  Bowers  &  Merena 

I,  _  _  Our  reputation;  When  it  comes  to  respect  in  the  numis- 
<f  matic  community,  few  companies  can  match  Bowers 
and  Merena.  We  have  established  our  reputation  through  honesty, 
courtesy,  selection,  award-winning  publications,  and  service  to 
the  hobby.  Bowers  and  Merena  is  a  firm  you  will  be  proud  to  deal 
with! 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  82 


Page  55 


Silver 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


Key  1895-S  Dollar 


1895-S  MS-64  (NCC).  Frosty  devices  with  mirrored  fields  are 
attractively  enhanced  by  champagne  and  rose  highlights.  As  is  the 
case  with  the  other  Morgan  issues  dated  1895,  this  variety  is  very 
elusive  and  desirable.  Only  400,000  pieces  were  minted,  of  which 
relatively  few  have  survived  in  Mint  State.  A  prize  for  the  specialist. 
[#22836] . 3,350.00 


1896:  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#23021]  $49  •  MS-63  (NCC).  [#23022]  $49  • 
MS-64  (PCGS).  [#25692] . 85.00 

1897- S:  •  MS-60.  [#27468]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#25763]  $59  •  MS- 

64  (NGC).  [#25777]  $1 35  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#23343] . 135.00 

1898  MS-64  (PCCS).  [#22838] . 85.00 

1898- 0:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23024]  $45  •  MS-64  (PCCS) . 75.00 

1899- 0:  •  MS-63  [#23924]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23025]  $45  •  MS- 

63  (NCC).  [#23026]  $45  •  MS-64  (PCCS) . 85.00 

1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#25725] . 85.00 

1900- 0:  •  MS-60.  [#29076]  $30  •  MS-63.  [#29086]  $49  •  MS-63 

(PCGS).  [#23028]  $49  •  MS-64.  [#24396]  $85  •  MS-64  (PCCS). 
[#25399] . 85.00 


MS-62  1901  Dollar 


1901  MS-62  (NGC).  Highly  reflective,  fully  lustrous  fields  are  toned  fiery 
golden  orange  and  add  to  the  overall  appeal  of  this  piece.  A  well 
struck  and  very  pleasing  example  of  an  issue  that  typically  comes  with 
a  very  weak  strike  and  indifferent  lustre.  Worthy  of  a  home  in  an 
advanced  Morgan  dollar  collection.  The  1901  is  the  most  desired 
business  strike  Philadelphia  Mint  Morgan  dollar  in  higher  grades. 
|#22632] . 3,750.00 


Liked  The  Half  Cent 

The  following  is  from  G.R.: 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  the  1850  AU-55  half  cent.  My 
husband  Don  was  very  pleased  with  the  coin.  Thank  you  for  your 
help. 


1901  Proof-62.  One  of  just  813  Proofs  struck.  This  coin  is  toned  in  deep 
amber  and  gold  hues  over  deep  mirrored  fields.  Highly  important 
Philadelphia  Mint  Proof,  its  desirability  made  more  important  by  the 
virtual  unavailability  of  higher  level  Mint  State  coins  in  the  market¬ 


place.  [#24845] . 2,150.00 

1 902  MS-64  (PCCS).  [#22974] . 1 60.00 

1903:  •  MS-64  [#24397]  $95  •  MS-64  (PCCS).  [#29484] . 95.00 

1903- S  VF-30.  [#24600] . 79.00 

1904- 0  •  Mint  State-63.  [#1921]  $45  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#23032]  $45 

•  MS-63  (NCC).  [#23033]  $45  •  MS-64.  [#28712]  $75  •  MS-64 
(PCCS) . 75.00 

1921-D  Morgan.  MS-64  (PCCS).  [#23565] . 165.00 


♦  Peace  Dollars 

1921:  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#24721]  $245  •  MS-64  (NCC).  Attrac- 


tive.[#22843] . 625.00 

1922-D  MS-64  (PCCS).  [#29412] . 145.00 

1922- S:  •  MS-63  (Hallmark).  [#19409]  $95  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#22424] 

$95  •  MS-64  (PCCS).  Lustrous.  A  trace  of  amber  toning  is  noted  on 
the  reverse.  [#24701  ] . 495.00 

1923:  •  MS-63.  [#28206]  $55  •  MS-64  [#29991] . 65.00 

1923- D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  trace  of  golden 

peripheral  toning  over  satinlike  fields.  [#26736] . 345.00 

1923- S  MS-64  (PCCS).  Pleasing  satinlike  lustre.  [#24722] . 325.00 

1924  MS-65.  Frosty  with  pastel  toning.  [#22707] . 265.00 

1924- S  MS-63  (PCCS).  Lustrous  fields  are  toned  soft  gold  and  rose. 

Elusive  in  this  nice  state  of  preservation.  [#26739] . 550.00 


Important  MS-64  1924-S  Dollar 


1924- S  MS-64  (PCCS).  Generally  encountered  with  heavy  bagmarks, 

this  coin  is  a  pleasant  exception  with  well  preserved,  frosty  surfaces. 
Brilliant  and  attractive.  Elusive  and  highly  desirable  in  this  outstanding 
state  of  preservation.  [#24292] . 1,950.00 

1925  MS-65  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  satinlike  lustre  is  toned  rose  and  gold. 
Sharply  struck  and  extremely  attractive.  [#29393] . 295.00 

1925- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  brilliant  and  attractive  example  of  this  elusive 

San  Francisco  issue.  [#24400] . 219.00 
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1926:  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#29077]  $49  •  MS63  (PCCS).  [#29394] . 49.00 


1926-D:  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#29395]  $75  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful 
cartwheel  lustre  is  present  over  boldly  defined  devices  and  satinlike 
fields.  An  attractive  example  of  the  issue.  [#24703] . 1,295.00 


1926- S:  •  MS-63  (PCCS).  [#28178]  $129  •  MS-64  (PCCS).  Brilliant  and 

frosty.  (#29413] . 185.00 

1927:  •  MS-60.  [#28858]  $65  •  MS-64  (NCC).  Frosty  lustre  is  toned  light 
gold  with  speckles  of  soft  silver  gray  toning  noted  on  the  reverse. 
[#24855]  $395  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  satinlike  lustre  is 
complemented  by  champagne  overtones.  [#29419]  . 395.00 

1927- D  AU-50.  [#28672] . 65.00 


1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A  superb  Gem  which  is  just  a  tiny  mark  or  two 
away  from  MS-65  status.  Beautiful  cartwheel  lustre  is  heightened  by 
a  whisper  of  champagne  overtones.  Scarce  in  this  nice  state  of 
preservation.  A  handsome  coin  for  the  quality-conscious  collector. 
[#29420] . 1,575.00 

1927- S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A  key  San  Francisco  issue  in  the  Peace  dollar 
series  with  the  third  lowest  mintage  in  the  series.  [#22845]  .375.00 

1928:  •  AU-50.  [#28673]  $145  •  MS-60.  [#25210]  $235  •  MS-63 
(PCGS).  [#30065]  $425  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  This  is  an  important  issue 
from  the  Philadelphia  Mint  which  is  elusive  in  this  high  state  of 
preservation.  Toned  in  iridescent  hues  over  satinlike  surfaces.  Well 

struck.  [#24706] . 975.00 

1928- S:  •  MS-62  (PCCS).  [#27706]  $115  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant. 

|#24449| . 275.00 


1928-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  frosty  specimen  with  a  sharp  strike 
and  superb  aesthetic  appeal.  Scarce  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation. 


[#23145] . 2,650.00 

1934  MS-63.  [#25025] . 125.00 


1934-D:  •  MS-63.  Pleasing  cartwheel  lustre.  (#29304]  $235  •  MS-64 
(Hallmark).  A  beautiful  piece  with  frosty  mint  lustre  and  just  a  trace 
of  light  toning  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  appealing. 
(#22385] . 1,150.00 


Beautiful  1934-S  $1 


1934-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  absolutely  beautiful  example  of  the 
date.  This  coin  is  better  than  a  lot  of  MS-64  graded  pieces.  Definitely 
a  Premium  Quality  piece.  Gorgeous  satinlike  lustre  is  graced  by  just 
a  whisper  of  champagne  toning.  Sure  to  delight  the  connoisseur. 
[#26737] . 4,650.00 


1934-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  attractive  cartwheel  lustre. 
Very  desirable  in  this  outstanding  state  of  preservation.  A  prize  for  the 
specialist.  [#24401  ] . 7,495.00 


Gem  1934-S  Dollar 
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Coin  Quiz 


BY  MICHAEL  HODDER 


Test  your  knowledge: 
Changes  in  coin  types, 
weights,  diameters,  edge 


devices,  and  metals 


Our  country's  coinage  is  nearly  200  years  old.  In  that  time, 
many  changes  have  occurred.  Some  denominations  are 
no  longer  coined,  types  reflect  current  aesthetic  stan¬ 
dards,  and  so  on.  Some  of  the  changes  have  involved  the 
weights,  diameters,  edge  devices,  and  metallic  contents.  This  quiz 
tests  your  knowledge  of  these  kinds  of  changes.  Scoring:  You're 
average  if  you  get  five  or  six  right;  advanced  if  you  get  seven  or 
eight  correct;  and  in  the  expert  class  if  you  get  nine  or  1 0  correct. 


1.  In  which  of  the  following  years  was  the 
weight  of  our  silver  coinage  reduced? 

a.  1968 

b.  1  793 

c.  1873 

d.  1853 

2.  In  which  of  the  following  years  was  the 
weight  of  the  dime,  quarter,  and  half  dollar 
raised? 

a.  1968 

b.  1  793 

c.  1873 

d.  1853 

3.  Which  silver  denomination's 
weight  was  not  raised  for  as  long  as  it 
was  struck? 

a.  Half  dime 

b.  Dime 

c.  Quarter 

d.  Half  Dollar 

4.  When  the  weights  of  the  silver 
coins  were  raised  in  the  mid  1 800s,  how 
was  the  change  indicated  to  the  public? 

a.  Arrows  were  added  beside  the 
date 

b.  Rays  were  added  on  the  obverses 

c.  Arrows  and  rays  were  added  on  the 
reverses 

d.  Reeded  edges  were  changed  to  plain 
edges 

5.  This  year  in  our  coinage  history  certain 
denominations  were  minted  in  two  entirely 
different  metallic  compositions. 

a.  1792 

b.  1976 

c.  1853 


d.  1916 

6.  Name  the  denominations  referred  to  in 
Question  5. 

a.  Cent  and  two-cent  piece 

b.  Half  dime  and  dime 

c.  Half  dollar  and  dollar 

d.  Eagle  and  double  eagle 

7.  Name  two  gold  denominations  whose 
diameters  were  decreased  over  time. 

a.  Gold  dollar  and  double  eagle 

b.  Quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle 

c.  Gold  dollar  and  three-dollar  gold  piece 

d.  $4  Stella  and  gold  dollar 

8.  In  which  year  were  two  different  size  half 
eagles  struck? 

a.  1829 

b.  1  798 

c.  1818 

d.  1933 

9.  The  diameter  of  only  one  gold  denomina¬ 
tion  was  ever  increased.  Which  one? 

a.  Gold  dollar 

b.  Quarter  eagle 

c.  Half  eagle 

d.  Double  eagle 

1 0.  Name  one  gold  denomination  that  can 
be  found  with  reeded  or  lettered  edges  in  the 
same  year. 

a.  Gold  dollar,  1854 

b.  Quarter  eagle,  1 894 

c.  Half  eagle,  1 908 

d.  Double  eagle,  1907 

ANSWERS:  1  -d,  2-c,  3-a,  4-a,  5-b,  6-c,  7-b,  8- 
a,  9-a,  1 0-d. 
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COINS  FOR  SALE 


Magnificent  1934-S  Peace  Dollar 


1 934-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  magnificent  example  of  this  key  issue 
in  the  Peace  dollar  series.  The  fields  are  satinlike  and  exhibit  full 
mint  bloom  and  frost.  A  trace  of  peripheral  toning  adds  to  the 
aesthetic  appeal  of  the  coin.  An  outstanding  combination  of  rarity, 
beauty,  and  technical  grade.  A  specimen  for  the  astute  collector. 
[#24856] . 13,900.00 


1935:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29396]  $75  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  Final  year  of 
issue  for  the  Peace  dollar  series.  Sharp  and  frosty  surfaces.  [#25299] 
$395  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  A  sharp  and  frosty  example  of  this  final 
Philadelphia  issue  from  the  Peace  dollar  series.  [#24757] .  1,450.00 

Elusive  1935-S  MS-65  Peace  Dollar 

1935-S:  •  MS-64  (NGC).  This  coin  displays  dazzling  mint  lustre  with  a 
splash  of  golden  obverse  toning.  [#24191]  $575  •  MS-65  (PCGS). 
|#24707) . 2,350.00 


An  Interesting  Error 

Neil  Simmons  recently  wrote  to  us  as  follows  in  October: 

"I  am  writing  regarding  an  error  in  the  description  of  two  tokens 
to  be  sold  in  your  Chris  Schenkel  auction.  Lots  4388  and  4389,  the 
Edwin  Rahming  'Long  Island'  tokens  are  listed  as  New  York  pieces,  as 
indeed  they  also  are  in  Russell  Rulau's  U.S.  Merchant  Tokens  1845- 
1860.  Actually,  these  are  salt  talley  tokens  from  Long  Island,  located 
in  The  Bahamas. 

"These  were  listed  as  New  York  tokens  in  the  J.N.T.  Levick  Auction 
over  100  years  ago  and  have  been  mistakenly  attributed  to  New 
York's  Long  Island  ever  since.  Details  of  their  use  and  background 
information  is  given  in  The  Tokens,  Checks,  Metallic  Tickets,  basses, 
and  Tallies  of  the  British  Caribbean  and  Bermuda,  by  Bob  Lyalo,  pub¬ 
lished  in  1 988." 

Editorial  comment:  Thanks,  Neil.  We  made  an  appropriate  an¬ 
nouncement  aloud  at  the  sale  to  correct  the  error,  and  also  notified  high 
mail  bidders  competing  for  the  lots. 


"rape  Dollars 


1876  Proof-61  (PCGS).  The  variety  having  the  Type  I  obverse  and  Type 
II  reverse.  The  devices  are  frosty  and  the  fields  are  deeply  reflective. 
Both  surfaces  exhibit  appealing  coppery  golden  toning.  Only  1,150 
Proof  trade  dollars  were  coined  during  the  year.  |#24860] .  1,895.00 

1878-S.  EF-45.  [#28071) . 195.00 


1881  Proof-60  (Impaired).  Toned  in  attractive  iridescent  hues.  The  lowest 
mintage  Proof  trade  dollar  of  the  1879-1883  span,  just  960  pieces 
were  minted.  [#24865] . 895.00 


Excited  About  Rare  Coins 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  from  an  article,  "When  Are  We 
Dealers  Going  to  Learn?"  by  Jim  Halperin,  recently  published  in 
Legacy  magazine: 

"A  perfect  example  of  a  dealer  who  has  supported  and  promoted 
the  hobby  over  the  years  is  Q.  David  Bowers.  It  is  almost  impossible 
to  read  one  of  his  many  books  or  the  latest  issue  of  his  company's 
catalogue,  The  Rare  Coin  Review,  without  becoming  excited  about 
the  history  and  romance  of  rare  coins.  I  doubt  if  anyone  alive  has 
done  more  to  attract  new  collectors  to  our  hobby  than  Dave 
Bowers.  His  efforts  on  behalf  of  the  hobby  are  a  model  of  what  we 
can  all  accomplish.  Every  dealer  should  make  it  a  habit  to  read  and 
attempt  to  emulate  Dave  Bowers'  work. 

"By  emphasizing  the  hobby  of  numismatics,  instead  of  simply 
promoting  the  profit  potential  of  rare  coins,  we  dealers  can  actually 
invest  in  the  future  stability  of  our  market.  A  broader  base  of 
collectors  means  a  stronger  foundation  that  protects  the  market 
from  the  wild  swings  of  boom-bust  cycles.  Investors  who  become 
collectors  are  not  going  to  desert  the  market  when  prices  begin  to 
drop.  On  the  contrary,  many  will  regard  market  corrections  as  an 
opportunity  to  acquire  coins  that  they  could  not  previously  afford. 
And  a  market  solidly  established  on  a  firm  and  expanding  collector 
base  is  the  best  market  for  all  of  us." 
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Martha  Washington 
Experimental  Pieces 


By  the  mid-1960s,  silver  consumption  was  more  than 
double  new  silver  production  each  year.  Because  of  the 
metal's  rising  price,  and  the  rapidly  growing  need  for 
coins,  the  nation's  only  prudent  course  was  to  reduce  its 
dependence  upon  silver  for  making  coins.  Failure  to  do  so,  warned 
President  Lyndon  B.  Johnson,  meant  the  risk  of  "chronic"  coin 
shortages  in  the  very  near  future.' 

The  quest  for  new  coinage  materials  resulted  in  the  creation  of 


The  quest  for  new 
coinage  material  in  the 
mid-1960s  resulted  in  the 
creation  of  a  modern-day 
pattern  rarity 


By  Thomas  S.  LaMarre 


modern  day  rarities— the  1965  Martha  Wash¬ 
ington  experimental  pieces.  Dimes,  quarters 
and  half  dollars  were  struck  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  suitable  metals  to  replace  90%  silver 
coins.  Fantasy  designs  were  used  because 
Congress  had  not  yet  authorized  the  change 
and  Mint  officials  did  not  want  to  be  charged 
with  making  "counterfeits”  of  the  Franklin  dime, 
Washington  quarter  and  Kennedy  half  dollar. 

The  task  of  preparing  designs  fell  to  Edward 
Grove,  a  member  of  the  Mint  staff.  The  artwork 
for  each  "denomination"  was  the  same, 
with  the  sizes  of  the  dies  being  the 
only  difference.  On  the  obverse 
was  a  portrait  of  Martha  Wash¬ 
ington  and  the  date  1 759,  the 
year  that  Martha  and  George 
were  married.  The  inscription 
VIRGINIA  was  positioned 
where  LIBERTY  normally 
would  have  been.  In  place  of 
IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  was  the 
inscription  MARTF1A  WASH¬ 
INGTON. 

On  the  reverse  was  a  corner 
view  of  Mount  Vernon,  foreshad¬ 
owing  the  design  of  the  1 982  George 
Washington  commemorative  half  dollar. 
Perhaps  inspired  by  the  reverse  of  the  Jefferson 
five-cent  piece,  with  its  clearly  labeled  depiction 
of  Monticello,  Grove  added  the  inscription 
MOUNT  VERNON  below  the  depiction  of  the 
Washingtons'  house.  The  inscription  HOME 
OF  THE  WASHINGTON  FAMILY  occupied 
space  which,  on  regular  issue  coins,  would 
have  been  filled  by  UNITED  STATES  OF 
AMERICA. 

Director  of  the  Mint  Eva  B.  Adams  said  that 
the  experimental  dies  had  been  made  for  study 
purposes  in  order  to  display  various  alloys 


under  conditions  approximating  as  closely  as 
possible  those  of  regular  coinage.  A  variety  of 
representative  materials,  in  the  form  of  rolled 
strip,  were  selected  for  actual  coinage  testing  in 
the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  Battelle  Memorial 
Institute,  under  Treasury  Department  contract, 
also  struck  experimental  Martha  Washington 
"dimes,"  "quarters"  and  "half  dollars."  Ac¬ 
cording  to  United  States  Pattern,  Experimental 
and  Trial  Pieces,  by  J.  Hewitt  Judd  and  Abe 
Kosoff,  undetermined  quantities  of  Martha 
Washington  experimental  pieces  were  struck 
in  the  following  compositions: 

75%  copper,  25%  nickel 
Cupronickel-copper  (multi-layer  composite) 
50%  silver,  50%  copper 
Coin  silver-copper  (multi-layer  composite) 
Columbium  (type  I) 

Columbium  (type  II) 

Zirconium 

Monel  (nickel  base  alloy) 

Nickel-5%  silicon  with  magnetic  core 
Stainless  steel  (Type  301-Type  I) 

Stainless  steel  (Type  301-Type  II) 

Stainless  steel  (Type  302) 

In  addition,  the  Mint's  study  rated  nickel 
and  titanium,  though  neither  of  these  metals 
was  actually  tested.  Five  factors  were  taken 
into  consideration  when  rating  the  materials: 
public  acceptability,  vending  machine  opera¬ 
tion,  ease  of  production,  counterfeiting  poten¬ 
tial,  and  availability  of  metal  supplies. 

Mint  Director  Adams  said  this  in 
her  annual  report:  "The  behavior 
and  acceptability  of  the  various 
metals  to  Mint  processes  and 
Mint  equipment  were  observed  during  the 
blanking,  upsetting,  and  coinage  stages  of 
manufacturing.  The  most  promising  of  the 
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▲  TOP:  The  reverse  of  the  brass-dad  copper  Uncirculated  specimen.  BOTTOM: 
Obverse  and  reverse  of  the  11-sided  cupro  nickel  clad  copper  piece.  (Photographs  from 
the  December  1976  issue  of  The  Numismatist.) 


materials  were  subjected  to  full-scale  produc¬ 
tion  runs.  Ease  and  certainty  of  high  levels  of 
quality  production  were  important  criteria  from 
the  standpoint  of  Mint  operations.  Trial  coins 
were  given  extensive  wear,  corrosion  and  other 
tests." 

In  June  1965  Sen.  A.  Willis  Robertson, 
chairman  of  the  Banking  and  Currency  Com¬ 
mittee,  conducted  hearings  with  regard  to 
changes  in  the  composition  of  the  nation's 
coins.  Some  of  the  clad  composition  Martha 
Washington  pieces  were  encased  in  Lucite  for 
ease  of  inspection  during  the  hearings.  These 
holders  were  inscribed  "Recommended  New 
Coinage  Materials/Experimental  Strikes/New 
Coins  Would  Have  Same  Designs  as  Current 
Coins."  The  obverse,  reverse  and  edge  of  each 
denomination,  in  various  clad  alloys,  were 
displayed.  Among  the  senators  photographed 
with  the  experimental  pieces  was  Walter  F. 
Mondale,  who  appeared  to  be  totally  absorbed 
in  the  testimony  about  the  proposed  coinage 
alloys. 

Experimental  trial  strikes  of  each  de¬ 
nomination  were  pictured  on  the 
cover  of  the  October  1 965  issue  of 
COINage,  with  the  caption  "Rare 
first  strikes  of  the  new  U.S.  'sandwich'  coin¬ 
age."  The  photographs  accompanying  the  ar¬ 
ticle  were  credited  to  COINage  photographer 
Larry  Stevens,  and  the  E.I.  DuPont  Co.,  which 
had  patented  (No.  3,137,937)  the  explosion 
bonding  process  that  was  used  to  join  the  core 
and  surface  metals  of  the  clad  coinage.  By  this 
process,  a  controlled  detonation  traveled  across 
the  metal  at  thousands  of  feet  per  second,  with 
great  heat  at  impact,  resulting  in  a  bond  that 
could  withstand  tremendous  stress. 

The  final  selection  of  materials  was  influ¬ 
enced  primarily  by  the  vending  machine  in¬ 
dustry.  "The  compositions  of  the  new  materi¬ 
als,"  said  Adams,  "were  specially  developed, 
and  are  the  first  to  be  adopted  in  any  of  the 
world's  coinage  systems  which  are  entirely 
satisfactory  for  use  alongside  coins  of  silver- 
copper  alloy  of  .900  fine  silver  in  slug  rejectors 
utilizing  the  'eddy-current'  principle  for  distin¬ 
guishing  genuine  coins  from  counterfeits  and 
slugs.  The  new  materials  provide  coins  of  good 
appearance,  with  density,  and  electrical  and 
magnetic  properties  such  that  they  can  be  used 
in  coin,  vending  equipment  widely  used 
throughout  the  United  States." 

It  was  decided  that  the  dime  and  quarter 
would  be  composed  of  an  outer  layer  of  cop¬ 
per-nickel  (75%  copper,  25%  nickel)  bonded 
to  an  inner  core  of  pure  copper.  Initially,  the 
clad  half  dollar  would  have  a  somewhat  different 
composition:  outer  layers  of  .800  silver,  .200 
copper,  bonded  to  an  inner  core  of  .209  silver, 
.791  copper. 

The  first  of  the  clad  coins  to  make  its  debut 
was  the  Washington  quarter,  which  was  re¬ 
leased  Nov.  1 , 1 965.  'The  new  quarters  will  be 
placed  into  use  in  the  way  that  coins  normally 
move  into  circulation,  by  distribution,  on  the 
basis  of  needs  for  coins,  through  the  36  Federal 
Reserve  Banks  and  branch  banks  to  commer¬ 
cial  banks,  and  from  commercial  banks  to 
individuals  and  businesses,"  said  President 


Johnson.  "As  the  new  coinage  is  to  circulate 
interchangeably  with  silver  coins,  deliveries  of 
quarters  to  commercial  banks,  now  and  in  the 
future,  will  consist  of  both  the  nonsilver  and 
silver  coins." 

Despite  the  downgrading  of  the  coinage, 
there  was  no  mass  exodus  from  numismatics. 
"Dedicated  coin  collectors  are  not  going  to 
leave  an  avocation  they  love  because  the  coins 
are  cheapened,  have  no  mintmarks  or  are 
illogically  dated,"  Max  Justus  wrote  in  the 
October  1 965  issue  of  COINage.  'They  collect 
coins:  the  good  and  the  bad,  the  beautiful  and 
the  disappointing.  Politicians  must  learn  that 
numismatists  in  the  millions  will  remain,  that 
they  are  not  the  cause  of  tne  coin  shortage. 
That  very  shortage  will  remain  as  long  as  the 
true  cause,  a  very  mistaken  projection  of  coinage 
needs  in  the  mid  20th  century,  is  left  unan¬ 
swered." 

While  hobbyists  debated  the  merits  of  the 
newcladcoins,  Mint  Director  Adams  pondered 
what  to  do  with  the  Martha  Washington  ex¬ 
perimental  trial  strikes.  The  August  1965  issue 
of  The  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  re¬ 
ported  that  all  of  the  dies  would  be  destroyed 


under  an  elaborate  security  process  when  they 
had  served  their  purpose.  The  experimental 
trial  strikes  were  another  matter,  and  The  Nu¬ 
mismatic  Scrapbook  Magazine  urged  Adams  to 
retain  at  least  one  set  for  the  National  Collec¬ 
tion  in  the  Smithsonian. 

Today,  the  National  Collection  con¬ 
tains  many  examples  of  the  ex¬ 
perimental  Martha  Washington 
pieces,  many  of  which  show  evi¬ 
dence  of  rigorous  testing.  Says  curator  Elvira 
Clain-Stefanelli,  'The  Mint  sent  them  here  for 
an  exhibit  and  seemed  to  forget  they  were 
here."  Because  some  of  the  trial  strikes  were 
made  outside  the  Mint,  and  no  one  seems  to 
know  exactly  how  many  pieces  were  pro¬ 
duced,  there  is  also  the  possibility  that  some 
may  turn  up  in  private  hands. 

Most  collectors,  however,  will  have  to  be 
content  with  owning  a  copy  of  the  1 977  Assay 
Commission  medal,  for  which  engraver  Philip 
Fowler  revived  Edward  Grove's  portrait  of 
Martha  Washington.  The  design  serves  as  a 
reminder  of  modern  day  rarities— the  experi¬ 
mental  trial  strikes  of  1 965. 
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1909:  •  EF-45.  [#12649]  $1  79  •  AU-58  (PCGS).  [#28811] 
1911  AU-50.  [#15327] . 


195.00 

199.00 
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COINS  FOR  SALE 


Gold  Dollars 


1851:  •  EF-45.  [#9331]  $195  •  AU-50.  Lustrous.  [#11081] 
1854  Type  I.  Sharp,  frosty  and  lustrous.  [#7934] . 


225.00 

225.00 


185  5  Type  II.  AU-53  (PCCS).  A  very  pleasing  example  of  the  issue,  better 

struck  than  usually  seen.  [#25782] . 1,095.00 

1856:  •  Upright  5s.  Extremely  Fine-45  [#6302]  $1 85  •  Slanting  5s.  EF-45. 
[#6296] . 185.00 


Outstanding  1875  Cold  Dollar 


1875  MS-61  (PCCS).  An  outstanding  specimen  of  this  great 
American  gold  classic,  the  presently  offered  coin  is  sharply  struck  with 
reflective  fields  toned  pale  orange.  As  of  the  September  1 990  PCCS 
Population  Report,  just  eight  submissions  of  Uncirculated  examples 
have  been  certified!  An  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  gold  coin 
specialist.  [#20411] . 11,750.00 


Quarter  Eagles 


1845-0  EF-45  (NGC).  Very  lustrous  and  attractive  with  sharp  central 
motifs,  but  just  a  faint  trace  of  weakness  in  the  eagle's  plumage  on  the 
reverse,  just  4,000  pieces  were  struck.  Rare  in  grades  above  VF. 
David  Akers  states  in  his  United  States  Cold  Coins,  Volume  II,  Quarter 
Eagles,  1 796- 1 929,  "The  best  specimens  that  I  have  seen  are.. .two  AU 
pieces.''.  A  prize  for  the  gold  coin  connoisseur.  [#20067| .  2,850.00 
1873  Open  3.  EF-45.  Frosty  mint  lustre.  [#12954] . 229.00 


1907  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  frosty.  Last  year  of  the  Liberty  Head 
type.  (#22438) . 1,250.00 


Gorgeous  Gem  1911  Quarter  Eagle 


1 91 1  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  frosty  lustre  is  complemented  by  just  a 
faint  trace  of  rose  overtones.  Exceedingly  sharply  struck.  A  beautiful 

example  of  Bela  Lyon  Pratt's  incuse  design.  [#22440] . 2,895.00 

1913:  •  EF-45.  [#15329]  $179  •  AU-50.  (PCGS).  [#28861] . 199.00 


Superb  1913  $2  1/2 


1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  lustre  is  enhanced  by  golden  overtones. 
Superb  in  every  regard  and  sure  to  delight  the  discriminating  collector. 


Extremely  scarce  in  this  high  grade.  [#23955] . 2,950.00 

1914-D  MS-61  (PCGS).  Untoned  and  attractive.  Quite  elusive  in 

Uncirculated  grade.  [#26908] . 795.00 

1925-D  EF-40.  [#15333] . 159.00 

1926:  •  EF-40.  [#10941)  $159  •  AU-50.  [#12659] . 199.00 

1928  AU-50.  [#12661] . 199.00 


$5  Gold  Piece 


1854-D  VF-20.  Mounted  at  one  time,  but  subsequently  removed.  Sharp 
central  device  details  are  present  in  spite  of  the  piece  being  lightly 
cleaned  at  one  time.  The  key  to  the  $3  gold  series  and  exceedingly 
desirable  in  any  state  of  preservation.  A  nice  item  for  the  budget¬ 
conscious  collector.  Satisfaction  guaranteed.  Order  it,  inspect  it 
carefully,  and  we  are  sure  you  will  find  it  to  be  an  outstanding  value. 
If  not,  a  refund  awaits  you.  If  the  piece  were  to  be  placed  in  a  plastic 
holder  or  slab  the  traces  of  mounting  would  be  scarcely  visible. 
[#28755] . 5,950.00 


A  Fine  Collection  Is  Your  Best  Investment 
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The  Eliasberg  1854-D  $3  Rarity 


1 854-D  EF-45  (NGC).  From  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  A  prize  rarity 
in  any  condition,  the  1854-D  $3  gold  piece  is  highly  sought  by 
collector  and  investor  alike.  Only  1,230  $3  gold  pieces  were  struck 
at  the  Dahlonega  Mint  in  1 854.  The  presently  offered  piece  is  sharply 
struck  and  is  beautifully  toned  in  fiery  orange  hues.  In  addition  to 
being  well  struck,  the  devices  also  exhibit  generous  amounts  of  mint 
frost.  A  couple  of  minute  rim  marks  are  noted  for  the  sake  of  accuracy. 
Sure  to  delight  the  connoisseur  because  of  its  outstanding  condition 
and  pedigree.  This  piece  comes  from  the  renowned  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection  which  was  sold  by  us  at  auction  in  1982.  A  finer  pedigree 
could  not  be  imagined!  Regarding  the  1854-D  $3  gold  piece,  David 
Akers  observed:  "Specimens  of  this  issue  are  usually  grossly 
overgraded,  partly  because  the  date  is  a  very  rare  one,  but  also 
because  they  are  hard  to  grade  and  the  tendency  with  most  auctioneers 
is  to  be  optimistic  when  there  is  a  doubt.  I  have  seen  several  AU 
pieces  but  never  an  unequivocally  Mint  State  one.  Even  strictly 
graded  EF  specimens  are  very  rare."  EHe  goes  on  to  say:  "All  specimens 
that  I  have  seen  are  very  poorly  struck  with  very  little  hair  or  headdress 


detail  and  weak  or  missing  denticles.  The  milling  is  also  characteris¬ 
tically  weak  in  places."  [#28756] . 20,750.00 


1878  EF-45  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck  and  attractive.  A  nice  candidate  for 
inclusion  in  a  19th-century  gold  type  set.  [#27582] . 795.00 


Half  Eagles 


1846-D/D  EF-40.  Popular  variety  with  the  boldly  doubled  D  mintmark. 
The  eagle's  wing  plumage  is  sharp,  and  most  of  the  obverse  stars 
show  their  radials.  [#28059] . 2,125.00 


1 859-C  EF-40.  Lustrous  with  silver  and  pale  orange  toning.  Sharper  than 
normal.  This  date  usually  comes  with  a  weak,  indistinct  reverse. 
[#21765] . 1,295.00 


1 909-0  AU-50.  Lightly  cleaned  longago  and  still  fully  brilliant.  Satisfaction 
guaranteed,  as  always.  The  O  mintmark  is  sharp.  Accompanied  by  an 


ANA  certificate.  [#24819] . 1,795.00 

1913-S  EF-40.  [#28864] . 295.00 


1915-S  AU-50.  Brilliant  and  attractive.  A  key  San  Francisco  Mint  issue; 
one  of  the  lowest  mintages  in  the  series.  [#19248] . 1,550.00 


Classic  1929  $5  Rarity 


1 929  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Don't  let  the  mintage  figure  of  662,000 
pieces  fool  you,  as  the  vast  majority  of  this  issue  were  melted  in  1 933 
and  1 934.  Today  the  1 929  $5  is  a  key  rarity  and  is  seldom  seen  in  any 
grade.  The  piece  offered  here  is  sharp  and  lustrous,  with  one  or  two 
tiny  marks  keeping  it  from  a  much  higher  grade.  Superb  aesthetic 
appeal  and  numismatic  desirability  add  to  the  charm  of  this  delightful 
rarity.  Here  is  an  outstanding  specimen  the  key  issue  in  the  1908- 
1929  $5  series.  You  will  be  delighted  with  it!  [#22387]  ..  1 1,500.00 


Sweepstakes 
Winners  Announced! 

Our  Sweepstakes  Contest,  described  on  page  3  of  our  Rare  Coin 
Review  No.  80,  drew  entries  from  all  over  the  United  States  as  well 
as  from  many  foreign  countries.  Grand  Prize  winner  of  the 
Uncirculated  1 924  $20  was  John  Latchford,  a  Texas  reader,  while 
the  three  Second  Prize  winners,  each  good  for  $100  worth  of 
books,  were  Robert  Pedolsky,  A.A.  Malen,  and  J.  Joseph  McCuskey. 
In  addition,  hundreds  of  readers  won  third  prizes  consisting  of  a 
free  copy  of  The  Numismatist's  Lakeside  Companion,  as  well  as  a 
discount  coupon  good  toward  book  purchases. 
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COINS  FOR  SALE 


Eagles 


Rare  1803  Large  Stars  B-1E  $10 


1803  Large  Stars.  Breen-1  E.  EF-45.  Probable  Condition  Census. 

Fully  brilliant.  The  obverse  fields  are  quite  reflective,  verging  on 
prooflike,  and  the  satiny  reverse  would  probably  be  regarded  by 
many  numismatists  as  AU-55  or  better  if  graded  separately.  A  few 
normal  mint-caused  adjustment  marks  on  the  reverse  are  revealed  by 
close  examination.  Walter  Breen  rated  this  variety  as  Rarity-6  when 
he  wrote  his  monograph  on  eagles  back  in  the  1 960s.  The  finest  he 
was  aware  of  at  the  time  graded  Uncirculated,  and  the  coin  in  the 
"World's  Greatest  Collection,"  listed  as  EF,  was  evidently  the  second 
finest  known.  Although  it  is  likely  that  other  high-grade  examples  have 
appeared  over  the  years  subsequent  to  original  publication,  it  is 
probable  that  the  presently  offered  example  still  ranks  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety.  [#2791 1  ] . 5,395.00 

An  interesting  feature  of  this  variety  is  the  presence  of  a  tiny  star  completely  hidden 
within  the  cloud  beneath  F  in  OF.  This  characteristic  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Harry  Bass  at 
the  1966  ANA  Convention. 


1843-0  VF-30.  [#15280] . 349.00 

1856  AU-55.  Frosty  mint  lustre.  This  piece  has  been  lightly  cleaned,  but 
still  is  very  attractive.  [#21542] . 695.00 


Superb  1866-S  No  Motto  $10 


1866-S  No  Motto.  VF-35.  Near  Condition  Census.  A  gorgeous 
example  of  this  rarity.  For  the  grade,  this  coin  exhibits  exceptional 
detail  with  all  of  the  eagle's  neck  and  wing  feathers  fully  defined. 
Sharp  and  very  attractive.  An  exceptional  opportunity  for  the  eagle 
specialist.  [#20866] . 4,950.00 

Wilh  a  mintage  of  just  8,500  pieces,  the  1 866-S  No  Motto  eagle  is  one  of  the  rarest  dates 
in  the  series.  The  presently  offered  specimen  is  probably  within  the  Condition  Census  for 
this  issue. 


1868:  •  EF-40.  Cleaned.  Complete  satisfaction  guaranteed,  as  always! 
[#20071 1  $950  •  EF-45.  Rare  in  all  grades;  just  3,580  pieces  were 
minted.  This  specimen  is  well  struck  and  has  reflective  fields  which 
surround  frosted  devices.  A  prize  for  the  advanced  gold  coin  collector. 
[#27476| . 1,450.00 


Rare  1872-CC  Eagle 


1872-CC  EF-40.  Normal  Reverse.  Rare  and  desirable.  Indeed  one 
of  the  nicest  we've  offered  in  recent  years.  Probably  in  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  date.  [#18896] . 4,350.00 


1893  MS-62  (PCGS).  A  nice  piece  for  a  type  set.  Lustrous  surfaces  are 
toned  rose.  [#27584] . 435.00 


1901-S  Mint  State-63  (PCGS).  Breathtakingsatiny  lustre  highlights  the 
fields  on  this  coin.  A  nice  high-grade  coin  for  a  gold  type  set. 
[#22443] . 1,850.00 


Superb  1907  Indian  $10  Rarity 

Wire  Rim  with  Periods 


1 907  Indian.  Wire  Rim.  Periods  before  and  after  reverse  legends. 
MS-61  (PCGS).  A  fully  lustrous,  exceedingly  attractive  example  of  the 
most  famous  year  of  $10  coinage.  The  devices  are  sharply  defined 
and  are  complemented  by  wisps  of  light  toning.  A  prize  for  the 
discriminating  collector.  [#25440] . 1 2,900.00 

In  1905,  Theodore  Roosevelt  contacted  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens,  America's  pre¬ 
eminent  sculptor  at  the  time,  and  asked  him  if  he  would  redesign  the  entire  American 
coinage.  Roosevelt  was  highly  impressed  by  ancient  Greek  coinage  he  had  seen  on  display 
at  the  Smithsonian  Institution  and  was  particularly  partial  to  their  high  relief  appearance. 
Roosevelt  felt  that  by  comparison  contemporary  American  issues  were  uninteresting. 

Saint-Gaudens  set  about  sketching  his  ideas.  The  obverse  design  on  the  presently  offered 
$10  issue  was  first  suggested  for  use  on  the  cent  and,  later,  the  double  eagle,  but  finally 
appeared  on  the  eagle.  The  facial  features  used  are  said  to  have  been  taken  from  Davida 
Clark,  a  local  (Cornish,  New  Hampshire)  resident.  The  headdress  was  added  to  give  the 
issue  a  "native  American"  appearance. 

The  initial  eagle  design,  the  piece  offered  here,  is  technically  considered  a  pattern  and 
is  listed  as  Judd-1 774.  500  examples  were  struck  to  determine  the  design.  The  wire  rim  or 
edge  was  found  to  be  impractical  and  was  abandoned.  Coins  of  the  initial  design  are 
distinguished  by  having  periods  before  and  after  the  reverse  legend,  a  feature  that  was 
discontinued  when  examples  were  subsequently  minted  in  large  quantity  for  circulation. 


See  the  Book  Section  for  Great  Discounts 
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♦  Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagles 
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COINS  FOR  SALE 


Gorgeous  1907  No  Motto  Indian  $10 


1 907  Indian.  No  Motto.  No  periods.  MS-63.  Breathtaking  full  mint  bloom 
and  frost.  A  popular  two-year  only  type.  A  superb  piece  for  the  quality¬ 
conscious  collector.  [#24223] . 2,695.00 


Double  Eagles 


1884-CC  AU-58  (Hallmark).  Beautiful  frosty  lustre.  A  desirable  Carson 
City  Mint  issue,  especially  in  this  nice  state  of  preservation.  Just 
81,1 39  pieces  were  minted.  [#20075] . 1,950.00 


1889- CC  AU-55.  Brilliant,  frosty  and  lustrous,  just  30,945  pieces  were 

struck.  [#26795] . 1,795.00 

1 890- CC  AU-53  (NGC).  Gorgeous  full  mint  frost  is  present  over  satinlike 

fields.  [#20705] . 1,395.00 

1900  AU-58  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous.  [#28866] . 525.00 

1907-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  frosty  with  bold  detail  definition. 

Liberty  Head  double  eagles  were  coined  for  the  final  time  this  year. 
[  #2 1 660] . 895.00 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your 
Coins  From  Bowers  81  Mcrena 

A  courteous  staff:  When  you  deal  with  Bowers  and 
Merena,  you  can  be  assured  that  you  will  be  treated 
fairly,  promptly,  and  courteously  by  everyone  on  our  staff.  To  put 
it  simply,  we  treat  you  like  we  would  like  to  be  treated  ourselves. 


1908-D  With  Motto.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  mint  lustre  complements 
well  preserved  fields.  This  beauty  will  make  a  nice  addition  to  a  type 

or  date  collection.  [#21637] . 1,095.00 

1910  MS-63  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  satiny.  A  nice  candidate  for  a  high-grade 
type  collection.  [#28078] . 1,350.00 


Rare  1922-S  $20 


1922-S:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  piece  is  a  dazzling,  frosty  example 
with  a  nice  strike.  A  couple  of  splashes  of  amber  toning  are  noted. 
Very  elusive  this  nice,  and  once  considered  a  rarity  until  a  group  of 
specimens  was  located  in  the  1960s  in  Europe.  [#21975]  $4,350  • 
MS-63  (Hallmark).  Sharply  struck  and  fully  lustrous  with  beautiful 
cartwheel  lustre.  Sure  to  delight  the  quality-conscious  collector. 
[#28043] . 4,350.00 


1926-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Quite  scarce  in  this  lofty  state  of  preservation! 


[#18901[ . 2,150.00 

1927  MS-63  (NGC).  [#25441  ] . 750.00 

1928  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#21365] . 750.00 


The  1819  Cent  Is  Beautiful 

The  following  is  from  R.H.F.,  a  Maine  client: 

The  1818  cent  is  beautiful!  It  is  really  a  gem.  Thank  you  very 
much. 
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LITERATURE 


Numismatics’  Classic 
Little  “Red  Book” 


Few  numismatic  books  are  as  well  known.  Indeed,  R.S. 
Yeoman's  Guide  Book  to  U.S.  Coins ,  better  known  as  the 
"Red  Book,"  is  one  of  the  10  best-selling  nonfiction 
references  of  all  time.  One  can  only  wonder  how  many 
enthusiasts  purchased  the  "Red  Book"  as  the  first  book  in  their 
numismatic  library,  or  how  many  got  turned  on  to  the  hobby  by 
paging  through  the  "Red  Book,"  discovering  the  mysteries  of  long 
discontinued  designs  and  even  denominations. 


The  famous  “Red  Book’’ 
offers  not  only  the  hard 
facts  of  numismatics, 
but  is  also  a  piece  of 
numismatic  history  itself 


By  Michael  Wescott 


Stuart  Mosher,  in  his  February  1 948  review 
for  The  Numismatist  wrote  of  the  book's  open¬ 
ing  essay  "An  Introduction  to  United  States 
Coins"  that  ".  .  .rarely  will  there  be  found  so 
much  information  in  so  little  space."  Q.  David 
Bowers  called  that  same  introduction  the  "best 
summary  I  have  ever  seen  in  print."  That's  a 
good  thing,  because  those  are  the  first  numis¬ 
matic  words  many  beginning  collectors  read. 

The  precedent  for  the  "Red  Book  "was  set 
with  the  "Blue  Book,"  compiled  by  Yeoman, 
Lee  Hewitt,  and  Charles  E.  Green.  The  Blue 
Book,  intended  as  a  wholesale  price  guide, 
debuted  at  the  1942  ANA  convention  in  Cin¬ 
cinnati.  It  had  rounded  corners  and  had  a  cover 
price  of  50c. 

Yeoman  later  began  work  on  a  retail 
guide,  which  would  base  prices  on  a 
survey  average  determined  by  a  poll 
of  numismatic  experts.  Yeoman 
wasn't  known  just  as  one  of  the 
Blue  Book  writers;  he  was  active 
in  the  Racine  Numismatic  Society 
and  was  newly  elected  to  the  ANA 
Board  of  Directors.  Yeoman  was 
also  the  author  of  the  now  little 
known  Handhookof  U.S.  Type  Coins, 
which  was  sold  within  a  numismatic 
starter  kit. 

There  wasn't  any  reason  that  red  was  used 
for  the  cover  of  this  retail  guide,  it  was  just  a 
"good,  bright,  attention-getting  color."  Per¬ 
haps  Yeoman  simply  wanted  tocontinue  in  the 
Blue  Book's  tradition  of  color-coded  numis¬ 
matics. 

The  publisher  of  the  book  was  Whitman 
Publishing  Company,  Inc.,  known  for  another 
numismatic  institution,  the  Whitman  coin 
folders.  The  first  printing  of  9,000  was  produced 
in  November  1946  with  a  1947  date  on  the 


cover.  A  second  printing  of  the  same  number 
was  run  the  following  February.  The  two  print¬ 
ings  can  be  told  apart  by  looking  at  the  bottom 
of  page  1 35.  The  first  printing  has  the  end  of  a 
line  reading  ". .  .scarcity  of  this  date"  while  the 
second  printing  reads  ". .  .scarcity  of  1 903-0." 

The  second  edition,  with  a  1 948  cover,  had 
a  total  printing  of  22,000,  and  the  numbers 
gradually  increased  until  numismatic  boom 
year  1965,  with  the  highest  press  run  ever  at  1.2 
million. 

One  thing  that  adds  to  the  col¬ 
lectibility  of  the  Red  Books  are  the 
many  varieties  that  exist  other  than 
the  annual  date  changes,  much 
like  the  coins  themselves.  Of  course,  also  like 
coins,  there  are  those  few  rarities  out  of  the 
reach  of  almost  any  collector. 

Q.  David  Bowers  owns  three  such  varieties. 
In  theearly '60s  Bowers  wrote  Ken  Bressettand 
suggested  that  Whitman  may  want  to  copy¬ 
right  the  name  "Red  Book"  as  it  was  becoming 
popular  as  a  synonym  for  the  Guide  Book. 
Bressett  then  sent  Bowers  a  copy  bound  in  gray 
to  humorously  show  that  perhaps  not  all  Red 
Books  are  red.  At  another  time,  after  a  discus¬ 
sion  with  Bressett  about  how  to  increase  the 
profitability  of  the  Red  Book,  Bowers  received 
a  copy  with  advertisements  for  Bowers'  com¬ 
pany  on  the  inside  front  and  back  covers. 
Bowers  also  owns  a  special  fur  bound  edition. 

In  some  years  special  copies  are  printed 
with  blank  pages  in  between  the  regular  pages 
for  price  revision  work.  These  have  an  unprinted 
red  cover  and  are  twice  as  thick  as  a  regular 
book.  In  1986  a  1961  price-revision  edition 
sold  for  $40  at  George  Frederick  Kolbe's  Public 
Auction  Sale  XXVI  of  Important  Numismatic 
Books. 
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The  1987  editions  were  special  40th  edi¬ 
tion  books  with  an  appropriate  gold  stamp  on 
the  cover.  However,  some  40th  edition  books 
are  even  further  distinguished— for  the  ANA 
Banquet  in  Milwaukee  in  1986,  Bressett  had 
500  special  editions  printed  with  a  gilt  imprint 
of  the  ANA  Convention  medal  on  the  cover. 
One  such  special  edition  was  sold  by  Cal 
Wilson  for  $75. 

UNCAP  International,  Inc.,  a  California  firm 
catering  to  handicapped  persons,  was  granted 
permission  to  print  the  Red  Book  in  braille. 

Many  smaller  varieties  exist:  Some 
1 963  editionsweremissingpage 
237  and  have  an  extra  239  in  its 
place;  some  1948  and  1987 
editions  are  bound  upside  down;  some  1973 
editions  have  an  extra  set  of  pages  33-48  and 
are  missing  pages  49-64;  1 977  editions  have  a 
listing  for  a  non-existent  1908-S  V.D.B.  cent; 
some  1980  editions  have  a  doubled  cover 
printing  and  some  1983  editions  are  missing 
pages  33-64. 

Just  like  anything  else,  the  Red  Book  has 
gone  through  its  share  of  changes.  Its  issue 
price  has  increased  from  $  1 .50  to  $7.95,  but,  as 
Bowers  has  said,  it  is  still  “one  of  the  best  values 
in  the  hobby." 

Of  course,  the  prices  inside  the  book  have 
changed  constantly  and  much  more  spectacu¬ 
larly  in  many  cases.  Many  experienced  collec¬ 
tors  can  go  back  to  editions  from  when  they 
began  collecting  and  wonder  “now  why  didn't 
I  buy  that  coin  when  it  only  cost. . .?!" 

Mintage  listings  have  moved  from  the  back 
of  the  book  to  the  individual  sections  to  be  read 
along  with  the  price  information  for  each  coin. 
Also,  historical  information  has  sometimes  been 


▲  Mintage  listings  have  moved  from  the  back  of  the  book  to  the  individual  sections  to 
be  read  along  with  the  price  information  (and  photo)  for  each  coin. 


deleted  with  new  information  added. 

In  particularyears,  articles  on  various  phases 
of  collecting  are  included  in  the  book.  In  1 972, 
a  25-year  record  of  commemorative  halves  is 
included;  in  1 976  a  bicentennial  nostalgic  look 
at  our  oldest  coins  can  be  found.  Hard  Times 
tokens  were  discussed  in  1978,  and  investing 
and  coin  storage  were  covered  in  1982  and 
1 983  respectively. 

New  editions  of  the  Red  Book  are  available 
each  July  1st.  Yeoman  died  in  1988,  and  Ken 
Bressett  had  already  been  editing  the  book  for 
some  time. 


The  44th  edition,  with  a  1991  date,  had 
been  extended  to  286  pages,  up  from  270  in 
1988. 

Red  Books  are  now  collectors  items  that 
can  be  displayed  attractively  with  little  risk,  and 
most  of  the  rarities  are  not  out  of  reach  for 
collectors.  Few  editions  cost  over  $100,  and 
even  those  that  are  costly  are  sometimes  seen 
at  used  book  stores  for  50c.  They  can  be  cherry- 
picked,  so  to  speak.  A  collection  of  Red  Books 
offers  not  only  the  “hard  facts"  and  a  record  of 
numismatic  history,  but  also  a  piece  of  numis¬ 
matic  history  itself. 


Naval  Mint  Medal  Finishes:  What’s  the  Difference? 


A  reader  of  our  publications  re¬ 
cently  wrote  to  us  to  ask  about 
the  finishes  found  on  various 
United  States  naval  medals.  In 
his  letter  he  states: 

"Recently,  I  purchased  four  naval  medals 
described  as  'Bronze  Type  1 1  antique  finish, 
circa  1910.'  They  are  gold-brown  in  color 
and  have  a  mattelike  finish.  My  ques¬ 
tions  are: 

♦  If’ these  are  Type  2,  then 
there  must  be  a  Type  1  and 
perhaps  Type  3,  Type  4,  etc. 

How  can  you  tell  the  differ¬ 
ence  between  the  various 
types? 

♦  Also,  what  dates  were 
the  different  types  minted,  and 
what  are  their  respective  mint¬ 
ages?" 

Interestingly,  similar  questions  were 
addressed  by  the  present  writer  (Mike 
Hodder)  in  a  footnote  to  Lot  5  of  our  March 
1990  auction  sale.  To  quote: 

"The  surface  finish  applied  to  the  copper 
medal  in  this  lot  created  a  bright  golden 
brown  appearance.  The  process  used  ap¬ 


pears  to  have  been  the  same  to  create  the 
surface  appearance  of  the  1870  medal  [of¬ 
fered  as  Lot  7  of  the  same  sale].  It  is  in  sharp 
contradistinction,  however,  to  the  surface 
finish  which  appears  on  the  1860  copper 
Assay  Commission  medal  offered  previously. 

"  One  of  the  most  complex,  and  presently 
least  understood,  areas  of  study  about  United 
States  mint  medals  is  the  chronology  of 
the  various  surface  finishes  applied  to 
medals  at  the  Mint.  A  very  inter¬ 
esting  exercise  would  involve 
simply  listing  the  various  types 
of  surface  finishes  seen  on 
copper  U.S.  mint  medals,  by 
date  (as  appearingon  the  medal 
or  as  known  from  other  sources), 
and  determining  if  there  is  some 
correlation  between  surface  finish 
and  apparent  date  of  striking. 

"The  introduction  to  Robert  Julian'swork 
on  United  States  mint  medals  1792-1892 
contains  much  useful  information  in  this  re¬ 
gard,  and  would  be  the  jumping  off  place  for 
this  study." 

Medals  our  writer  purchased  appeared 
to  have  been  the  "late  bronze"  or  "yellow 


bronze"  medals,  with  a  "antique"  matte  fin¬ 
ish,  as  struck  at  the  U.S.  Mint  from  its  list  of 
mint  medals  after  about  1910.  This  type  of 
finish  is  still  in  use  today. 

The  entire  question  of  the  surface  finishes, 
and  their  dating  is  complex.  It  is  incorrect  to 
characterize  the  "late  bronze"  finish  as  a 
"Type  2,"  in  the  first  place.  Many  different 
types  of  surface  finish  were  applied  to  U.S. 
mint  medals  from  the  early  1800s  to  1910: 
many  medals  are  mahogany  in  color,  others 
are  dark  chocolate  brown,  some  are  a  fiery 
orange,  etc. 

The  basic  technique  was  the  same  in  each 
case,  varying  only  in  the  chemistry  of  the 
finish  applied  and  the  resulting  color.  Using 
the  expression  "Type  2"  has  created  confu¬ 
sion. 

At  present  there  is  no  clearly  delineated 
definition  of  the  various  finishes  and  the  date 
spans  in  which  they  were  used. 

The  best  single  starting  place  for  any 
study  of  United  States  mint  medals  is  Robert 
W.  Julian's  classic  Medals  of  the  United  States 
Mint,  The  First  Century  1792-1892,  which  is 
available  from  our  Publications  Department 
for  $35. 
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Commemorative 

COINS  FOR  SALE 


COMYIEMORATWE  SlLVER  COINS 


popular  issue  which  commemorates  the  1 00th  anniversary  of  Bridge¬ 


port,  Connecticut.  [#233 1 5) . 1,495.00 

1925  California.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant.  [#30041]  . 265.00 


Lustrous  1900  Lafayette  Dollar 


1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  This  coin's  subdued  frosty  lustre 
is  enhanced  by  a  hint  of  silver  gray  and  champagne  peripheral  toning. 
[#23159] . 2,795.00 


1921  Alabama.  No  2  x  2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  attractive,  with 
pleasing  pale  silver  gray  and  golden  brown  toning  on  both  sides.  The 
obverse  portrays  the  bust  of  W.W.  Bibb  and  T.E.  Kilby,  the  first 
governor  of  Alabama,  and  the  governor  at  the  time  of  the  centennial, 

respectively.  [#22508] . 2,250.00 

1935  Arkansas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  surfaces  with  a  trace  of  light 
toning.  A  very  attractive  example.  (#22894] . 249.00 


1936-S  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Beautiful  satinlike  lustre  is  toned  gold 
and  silver  gray.  A  pleasing  piece  for  a  high-grade  silver  commemora¬ 
tive  half  dollar  collection.  [#22323] . 1,450.00 

1935  Boone.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  with  just  a  whisper  of 

champagne  iridescence.  [#29.335] . 165.00 

1936  Boone.  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29361] . 120.00 

1936  Bridgeport:  •  MS-63.  (PCGS).  [#30040]  $1  55  •  MS-65  (PCGS).  A 

gem  example  with  brilliant  surfaces  lightly  toned  in  pastels.  A  very 


1936  Elgin.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharp  and  frosty  with  golden  peripheral 
toning.  An  attractive  piece  for  a  high-grade  silver  commemorative  set. 

[#25953] . 995.00 

1936  Gettysburg.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  satinlike  lustre.  A  popular 

issue  commemorating  the  Civil  War.  [#29388] . . . 465.00 

1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29397] . 395.00 

1918  Lincoln:  •  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#23095]  $150  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  A 

beautiful  frosty  example  with  light  toning.  [#22453] . 345.00 

1936:  •  Long  Island.  MS-63.  [#1 5046]  $1 25  •  MS-64  (PCGS).  .  195.00 
1920  Maine.  MS-63  (PCGS)  [#2.3096] . 195.00 


1921  Missouri  Plain.  MS-62  (Hallmark).  Frosty  devices  are  toned  in 
mottled  gold  and  pearl  gray  hues.  Designed  by  Robert  Aitken. 


[#22716] . 575.00 

1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  [#29474] . 425.00 

1925  Norse-American  medal.  Uncirculated.  [#22987] . 109.00 

1920  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (NGC)  [#23052] . 225.00 

1934  Texas.  MS-64  (PCGS).  [#29417] . 195.00 

1937-S  Texas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#29401] . 350.00 

1927  Vermont.  MS-63.  [#29482] . 245.00 

1 946-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  [#20439] . 1 49.00 

1949-S  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lovely  satiny  lustre 
complements  well  preserved  fields  and  devices.  Lightly  toned  gold. 
[#29.317] . 195.00 


Commemorative  Gold  Coins 


1903  Jefferson  Head  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  About 
Uncirculated-58.  ]#30071  ] . 575.00 

1903  McKinley  Head  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  AU-58.  Brilliant 

and  sharply  struck.  [#30075] . 575.00 

1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  Brilliant  example  with  a  trace 
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of  mint  lustre  around  the  lettering.  Scarcer  than  the  1 905-dated  issue. 
|#3()073] . 595.00 


One-Y ear  Only  Design  Types 


1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  AU-50.  Fully  brilliant.  Mint  lustre  is 

present  in  protected  areas.  [#30072] . 595.00 

1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  AU-58.  This  coin  exhibits  Full  mint 

lustre.  [#30078] . 525.00 

1916  McKinley  Head  gold  dollar.  AU-55.  Reflective  surfaces  are  toned 
rose.  An  attractive  piece.  [#30076] . 495.00 


1922  Grant  With  Star.  AU-58.  Beautiful  satiny  mint  lustre  and  frost 
complement  sharp  central  devices.  A  gorgeous  coin  that  would  make 
a  handsome  addition  to  any  commemorative  gold  coin  collection. 
Call  quickly  on  this  beauty!  [#30070] . 2,395.00 


1922  Grant.  No  Star.  AU-50.  Although  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time,  this 
coin  still  exhibits  nice  detail  and  mint  lustre  in  protected  areas.  Just 
5,000  pieces  were  minted.  [#30069] . 1,750.00 


1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  AU-55.  An  elusive  issue  that  we 
have  not  handled  for  quite  some  time.  This  piece  is  sharp,  fully 
lustrous  and  enhanced  by  soft  orange  overtones.  Sure  to  delight  the 

new  owner.  [#30077] . 1,575.00 

1 926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  AU-58.  Full  mint  bloom  enhances 

this  example.  [#.30079] . 41 5.00 

1984-S  Olympic  eagle.  Proof-65.  | #2 1 626] . 250.00 


Hawaiian  Quarter 

1883  Hawaiian  quarter.  MS-60.  (#2244) . 235.00 


25  Good  Reasons  To  Buy  Your 
Coins  From  Bowers  &  Merena 


Insured  shipping:  We  insure  every  single  order  we  ship, 
whether  it  is  sent  via  private  carrier  or  the  United  States  Post 
Office.  It's  just  another  service  we  offer  to  "insure”  your  piece  of  mind. 


Each  of  the  following  special  design  types  was  issued 
during  the  course  of  just  one  year.  As  a  set,  they  make  an 
interesting  collection.  Each  high-grade  issue  has  been 
hand-selected  by  us  from  PCGS  to  be  a  pleasing  example. 

The  Lincoln  cent  with  the  initials  V.D.B.  on  the  reverse  were 
issued  only  in  1 909. 

The  Liberty  "v"nickel  Without  CENTS  on  the  reverse  were 
issued  only  in  1883. 

TheType  I  Buffalo  nickel  (with  the  bison  standing  on  a  raised 
mound)  were  issued  only  in  1913. 

We  are  offering  these  coins  in  the  following  grades: 

1909  V.D.B.  cent— MS-65,  Red  (PCGS) 

1883  Without  CENTS  nickel-MS-64  (PCGS) 

1913  Type  I  Buffalo  nickel— MS-65  (PCGS) 

Order  these  one-year  design  types  as  a  set  for  just  $395. 


Sau\  Francisco  Mint  Special! 

Morgan  Dollacrs  Are  Hot! 


Tl  ake  advantage  of  some  of  the  lowest  prices  in  the  Morgan  dollar 
series  in  YEARS!! 

_  We  offer  you  a  nice  selection  of  mixed-date  Morgan  dollars 

grading  MS-65  and  certified  by  PCGS.  Each  piece  has  been  hand¬ 
sel  cted  for  sharpness  of  strike,  planchet  quality,  technical  grade  and 
overall  aesthetic  appeal.  You  will  receive  the  following  dates  in  this 
handsome  package:  1879-S;  1880-S;  1881-S;  1882-S 

Four  beautiful  MS-65  PCGS-graded  Morgan  dollars  can  be  yours 
for  just  $665!  A  savings  of  $55  off  the  regular  low  list  prices!  Order  early, 
for  supplies  are  limited.  (Request  SFM-65  when  ordering) 

As  always,  you  have  a  full  7  days  to  review  the  merchandise  and  if 
you  are  not  completely  satisfied  for  any  reason,  you  may  return  them 
for  a  refund. 
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Best-Selling  Books 

AT  SPECIAL  CONFIDENTIAL  PRICES 


We  are  starting  off  the  year  at  a  fast  pace!  More  new 
titles  are  being  added  to  our  long  list  of  proven  best 
sellers,  all  of  which  portends  for  a  really  active  book- 
sellingyear  in  1 991 !  Books  are  the  key  to  happiness, 
knowledge,  and  success  in  rare  coins,  and  ordering  books  from 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  is  your  key  to  excellent  discount 
prices,  superb  quality,  and  fast  service. 

Take  a  confidential  discount  of  10%  on  any  book  order  up  to 


Several  new  books  and 
reprints  are  available— all 
at  our  confidential  1 0%  to 
20%  discount!  Call  toll- 
free  1-800-222-5993  for 
instant  service 


$  1 00  from  the  following  listing,  and  a  generous 
20%  for  any  book  order  over  $  1 00.  We  will  do 
our  part  to  help  you  add  to  your  numismatic 
library  for  a  reasonable  cost.  Further,  each 
book  comes  with  this  guarantee  of  satisfaction: 
If  for  any  reason  you  are  not  completely  de¬ 
lighted  with  any  book  purchased  from  us,  you 
can  return  it  within  30  days  of  receipt  and 
receive  an  instant  refund— no  explanation  nec¬ 
essary.  By  the  way,  and  it's  only  rarely  that 
anyone  ever  returns  a  book— once  in  a  blue 
moon,  as  they  say,  but  the  guarantee  is  real  and 
offers  you  assurance  when  you  place  your 
order. 

Ordering  is  as  easy  as  pushing 
the  buttons  on  your  telephone!  Call 
our  toll-free  number  (800)  222-5993, 
or  our  regular  number  in  New 
Hampshire  569-5095,  have  your  list 
of  stock  numbers  and  your  VISA, 
MasterCard,  or  American  Express 
handy,  and  we'll  do  the  rest— total¬ 
ing  your  order,  calculating  the  ap¬ 
propriate  discount,  and  shipping 
your  order  within  48  hours  at  the 
best  discount  available! 

Hours  of  enjoyment  are  yours 
with  the  books  we  offer.  But  besides 
just  the  enjoyment  factor,  our  books 
can  also  make  you  a  better  numis¬ 
matist— a  smarter,  more  confident 
shopper  when  it  comes  to  buying 
coins,  and  better  informed  about 
the  history  of  numismatics  (because,  as  we've 
mentioned  before,  the  best  way  to  predict  the 
future  is  by  knowing  the  past). 

Newly  available  titles  and  reprints  include 
the  following: 

Noted  numismatist  David  L.  Ganz  has 

penned  a  new  foreword  to  an  American  clas¬ 


sic,  Coinage  Laws  of  the  United  States  1792- 
1894,  a  reprint  of  one  of  the  most  important 
resource  references  published.  Here  indeed  is 
a  volume  that  is  essential  to  anyone  collecting 
or  dealing  in  19th-century  American  coins. 
Stock  No.  BGA-100,  list  $9.95. 

Donn  Pearlman,  member  of  the  ANA  Board 
of  Governors,  CBS  radio  broadcasting  person¬ 
ality,  and  long-term  numismatist,  has  turned 
out  a  dandy  new  volume,  Best  Buys  in  Rare 
Coins,  which  gives  lots  of  advice  and  many 
observations  and  recommendations,  all  spiced 
here  and  there  with  a  bit  of  humor. 

More  than  200  prominent  rare 
coin  collectors,  investors,  and 
dealers  were  asked  to  respond 
to  the  statement:  "If  my  closest 
friends  or  relatives  wanted  to  get  into  numis¬ 
matics,  I'd  recommend  they  purchase  the  fol¬ 
lowing  item(s)  because  of  their  historical  im¬ 
portance,  beauty,  and  potential  for  increasing 
in  value."  But  Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins  is  more 
than  just  a  tabulation  of  the  survey  results.  The 
book  is  filled  with  fascinating  information  and 
stories  about  the  most  recommended  coin  and 
currency  items. 

Pearlman  emphasizes  that  collecting  must 
come  before  any  profit  motives  and  repeatedly 
urges  rare  coin  investors  to  become  "collector- 
investors."  His  book  contains  a  large  reference 
section  on  where  to  turn  for  more  information 
in  specific  coin  and  currency  items  and  spe¬ 
cialized  hobby  groups.  Stock  No.  BPE-100 
$8.95. 

The  latest  edition  of  Early  Half  Dollar  Die 
Varieties  1794-1836,  the  Al  C.  Overton  classic 
guide  to  attributing  pieces  in  this  series,  is  an 
enlargement  from  the  previous  volume  (which 
has  been  out  of  print  for  a  long  time).  Photo- 
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graphs  of  die  varieties  include  new  discovery 
pieces  enlarged  two  diameters,  a  fine  improve¬ 
ment  on  the  earlier  work.  New  sections  and 
information  include  data  on  Condition  Census, 
pictorial  grading,  design  types,  and  much  more. 
The  book  is  a  whopping  710  pages  and  is  a 
must  for  every  library!  Hardbound.  Stock  No. 
BOV-100  $59.95. 

Dave  Bowers'  eagerly  anticipated 
book,  A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare 
Coin  Market,  is  now  available,  and  it 
is  selling  like  hotcakes!  By  the  time 
you  read  this,  orders  will  be  in  the  process  of 
being  shipped  for  everyone  who  ordered  them 
in  advance.  This  book  gives  much  inside  in¬ 
formation  on  the  workings  of  the  rare  coin 
business— how  to  buy  effectively,  how  to  sell, 
tips  about  grading,  and  much  more,  plus  a 
section  of  United  States  coins  series  by  series 
from  half  cents  to  double  eagles,  with  sleepers 
and  purchase  recommendations  pointed  out. 
This  372-page  book  would  be  a  best  seller  at 
twice  the  price  asked,  for  the  information  con¬ 
tained  is  certainly  worth  more  than  that.  Order 
Stock  No.  (Stock  No.  BBM-352)  $14.95. 

In  the  works  now  by  Dave  Bowers  is  a  great 
new  book  on  United  States  commemorative 
coins  from  the  19th  century  to  date.  Dave 


originally  started  this  five  or  six  years  ago,  but 
interrupted  the  research  in  order  to  produce 
The  ANA  Centennial  History  for  the  American 
Numismatic  Association.  Recently  he  has  been 
back  at  work  on  it  again,  and  we  expect  pub¬ 
lication  to  occur  within  a  few  months,  at  which 
time  more  specific  details  will  be  available.  If 
you  don't  mind  tying  up  your  money  for  a  few 
months  and  want  to  reserve  your  copy  now, 
we  invite  you  to  order. 

We  can  tell  you  that  the  book  will  be  large 
format,  8-1/2  x  1 1  inches  in  size,  will  be  exten¬ 
sively  illustrated,  and  will  be  about  300  pages 
in  length.  Having  seen  some  of  the  advance 
proofs  from  the  book,  we  can  say  that  it  makes 
fascinating  reading  and  is  filled  with  all  sorts  of 
useful  information— all  you  want  to  know  if  you 
are  presently  or  potentially  interested  in  com- 
memoratives.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-308) 
$24.95,  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-308A) 
$34.95. 

We  are  considering  the  possibility  of  pro¬ 
ducing  a  deluxe  limited-edition  hardbound 
version,  each  copy  individually  hand-signed  by 
the  author,  and  in  a  different  color  binding  than 
the  regular  hardbound  edition,  for  $49.95,  the 
edition  to  be  strictly  limited  to  no  more  than 
900  copies,  first-come,  first-served.  We  don't 
know  whether  to  do  this  or  not,  but  in  order  to 


get  an  indication  of  interest  we  have  assigned 
the  stock  number  of  BBM-308B  to  this  $49.95 
volume  and  invite  you  to  place  your  order  for 
it.  In  the  event  that  we  do  not  go  ahead  with  the 
project,  your  payment  will  be  refunded,  or  your 
order  will  be  converted  to  our  regular  $34.95 
hardbound  edition,  with  a  refund  for  the  dif¬ 
ference.  No  matter  which  of  these  three  op¬ 
tions  you  order,  our  confidential  discount  is 
applicable— 10%  if  the  book  is  part  of  an  order 
totaling  up  to  $100,  and  20%  if  your  order 
totals  more  than  that. 

Happiness  is  having  a  nice  numis¬ 
matic  library!  Check  each  and  ev¬ 
ery  listing  in  each  and  every  page 
to  follow,  pick  out  the  books  you 
want,  and  then  give  us  a  toll-free  call  to  order 
the  titles  you  would  like— or  send  your  order  by 
mail.  Either  way,  we  eagerly  look  foward  to 
your  order. 

Sincerely  yours, 


Sandi  Scott,  Manager 
Publications  Department 


Special  Hewitt  Reprint  Offering 


The  following  reprints  of  Lee 
F.  FLewitt's  famous  Flewitt's 
Numismatic  Information  Se¬ 
ries"  pamphlets  are  offered 
on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis. 

Major  Varieties  of  U.S.  Gold  Dollars, 

by  Walter  Breen.  24  pages.  (Stock 
No.  BHR-2)  $8.00.  A  gold  mine  of 
information  for  the  specialist— all 
about  die  varieties,  rarity,  and  so  on. 
We  use  the  Bowers  and  Merena 
library  copy  continuously! 

Major  Varieties  of  the  United  States 
Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces,  by  Walter 
Breen  (Stock  No.  BHR-3)  $8.00.  A 
companion  monograph  to  the  pre¬ 
ceding,  this  tells  all  about  $3  pieces, 
their  varieties,  rarity  of  each,  and  so 
on— another  treasure  trove  of  data! 

Varieties  of  United  States  Half  Eagles 
1839-1929,  by  Walter  Breen  (Stock 
No.  BHR-4)  $10.00.  Charlotte  and 
Dahlonega  coins,  Philadelphia  issues, 
San  Francisco  and  New  Orleans  is¬ 
sues— die  varieties,  rarity  information, 
you  name  it  and  you'll  find  it!  Another 
guide  by  one  of  America's  most 
knowledgeable  numismatic  experts. 


Available  on  a 
first-come, 
first-served  basis! 


United  States  Eagles,  by  Walter  Breen 
(Stock  No.  BHR-5)  $1 2.00.Thisdandy 
59-page  monograph  covers  the  entire 
series  from  1795  through  1933  and 
gives  much  information  not  available 
elsewhere.  Still  another  "must”  for 
any  serious  collector  of  gold  coins. 

How  United  States  Coins  are  Made,  by 

Walter  Thompson.  48  pages.  (Stock 
No.  BHR-7)  $6.00.  One  of  America's 
foremost  numismatic  scholars  dis¬ 
cusses  minting  procedures  and  coin 
preparation,  illustrated  with  many 
views  of  what's  going  on— a  fascinat¬ 
ing  monograph. 

United  States  Numismatic  Dictionary, 

by  Ted  N.  Weissbuch  and  Lee  F. 
Hewitt.  39  pages.  (Stock  No.  BHR- 
1 0)  $5.00.  Can  you  define  such  terms 
as  "Louisiana  cent,"  "mill,"  "fip,"  and 
"Fractional  Currency  Shield"?  Well, 
you  can  define  these  and  many  other 


numismatic  words  and  terms  if  you 
have  this  monograph! 

How  To  Read  Greek  Coins,  by  Paul 

Pennington.  22  pages.  (Stock  No. 
BHR-1 1 )  $4.00.  Monograph  on  how 
to  decipher  the  legends  found  on 
these  pieces.  An  interesting  and  in¬ 
formative  work  on  ancient  coins. 

A  Tentative  Checklist  of  Spanish- 
Amcrican  Bust-Type  Silver,  by  Rob¬ 
ert  M.  Ramsay.  67  pages.  (Stock  No. 
BHR-1 2)  $10.00.  A  large,  invaluable 
monograph  covering  coins  issued  in 
Mexico,  Peru,  and  other  Central  and 
South  American  areas  under  Spanish 
influence.  A  must! 

Prisoner  of  War  Monies  and  Medals,  by 

Arlie  R.  Slabaugh.  (Stock  No.  BHR- 
1 3)  $  1 0.00.  A  fascinating  monograph 
covering  prisoner  of  war  money,  not 
only  concentration  camps  of  the  Nazi 
era,  but  also  money  issued  here  in  the 
U.S.  and  used  by  prisoners  of  war 
who  were  interned  in  dozens  of  dif¬ 
ferent  towns  in  the  various  states. 
This  is  a  valuable  monograph  for  the 
numismatist— as  well  as  the  student 
of  World  War  II. 
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Note:  Books  will  be  shipped  under 
separate  cover  from  coins  and  will 
arrive  separately.  Please  allow  several 
weeks  for  delivery,  since  books  are 
sent  by  book  rate  through  the  U.S.  Post  Office,  or, 
for  large  orders,  through  UPS  (in  which  case, 
please  be  sure  to  give  us  your  street  address.) 


A  Handbook  of 


David  W  Akers 


Handbook  of  20th-Century  United  States  Gold 
Coins,  by  David  Akers.  This  book  has  been  a 
best-seller!  The  volume  has  184  pages,  with 
separate  pages  devoted  to  each  issue  within 
the  Indian  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  series 
1 908-1 929,  the  Indian  eagle  series  1 907-1 933, 
and  the  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagle  series 
1907-1933. 

Rarity  information  is  given  in  several 
degrees  of  Mint  State  preservation,  as  well 
as  collecting  hints  and  so  much  additional 
information  that  no  serious  buyer  should  be 
without  this  book.  Softbound  (Stock  No. 
BAK-748)  $19.95;  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BAK-749)  $29.95 


American  Heritage,  30th  anniversary  edition. 
Landmark  issue  of  this,  the  most  famous 
American  magazine  on  history.  Why  are  we 
offering  this  for  sale?  Because  our  own  Q. 
David  Bowers  was  given  the  task  of  writing 
the  cover  article— "American  Gold  Coins." 

We  are  down  to  our  last  couple  of 
dozen  "mint"  copies  left,  so  place  your 
order  quickly!  Magazine  (Stock  No.  BAM- 
100)  $5.00 


L  DISCOUNT! 


Abe  Kosoff:  Dean  of  Numismatics,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  A  best  seller,  traces  the  amazing  life 
of  one  of  America's  most  successful  coin 
dealers.  Starting  in  a  modest  way  in  1 929,  Abe 
Kosoff  went  on  to  become  one  of  the  most 
important  dealers  our  hobby  has  ever  seen. 
Along  the  way  he  handled  many  important 
collections,  was  co-owner  of  the  Numismatic 
Gallery,  and  achieved  fame  by  buying  and 
selling  such  items  as  the  1913  Liberty  Head 
nickel,  the  1804  silver  dollar,  and  the  1822 
half  eagle. 

He  was  founder  of  the  Professional 
Numismatists  Guild  and  its  first  president. 
Among  the  countless  honors  he  received 
was  the  Farran  Zerbe  Award,  the  highest 
recognition  given  by  the  American  Numis¬ 
matic  Association. 

Whether  you  are  collector,  dealer,  or 
investor,  here  is  the  success  story  second  to 
none.  Fascinating— and  an  inspiration  to 
anyone  aspiring  to  be  a  success  in  the 
hobby.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed!  351 
pages.  (Stock  No.  BBM-164)  $19.95 


Adventures  With  Rare  Coins,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  (Introduction  by  John  J.  Ford.)  This 
book  has  won  several  awards.  Within  its 
covers  you'll  read  about  the  history,  art, 
romance,  and  investment  aspect  of  coins. 
The  fabulous  California  Gold  Rush,  the  great 
Treasury  release  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in 
1962  (together  with  figures  stating  the 


quantity  of  Carson  City  and  other  dollars 
held  by  the  T reasury  and  subsequently  sold), 
the  coin  market  over  the  years,  dos  and 
don'ts  of  coin  investment,  and  more  is 
presented  in  an  interesting  manner.  Enthu¬ 
siastically  acclaimed!  Thousands  of  copies 
sold.  (Stock  No.  BBM-125)  $24.95 

Special  Offer:  Adventures  With  Rare  Coins  as 
preceding,  but  a  "factory  second.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-126)  $15.00 

We  have  a  few  cartons  of  books  which 
show  slight  cover  scuffing  or  damage— but 
with  "mint"  contents.  While  these  last,  we 
are  offering  them  for  a  special  price  which 
will  save  you  nearly  $10  per  copy! 


A  Buyer's  Guide  to  the  Rare  Coin  Market. 

This  new  book  by  Q.  David  Bowers  contains 
information  about  the  following:  How  to 
buy  and  sell  coins  effectively;  slabs  and 
certified  coins,  pros  and  cons;  how  to  get  an 
extra  value  for  your  money;  dealers  and 
dealing;  market  and  price  information,  us¬ 
ing  it  to  your  advantage;  and  secrets  of 
successful  collecting  and  investing.  372 
pages.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-352) 
$14.95. 


Buyer's  Guide  to  United  States  Gold  Coins,  by 

Q.  David  Bowers.  This  great  book,  with  a 
foreword  by  David  Akers,  and  including  ex¬ 
tensive  research  done  by  Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg, 
will  be  literally  worth  its  weight  in  gold  to 


Page  52 


Rare  Coin  Review  No.  82 


Books  for  Sale 

TAKE  A  CONFIDENTIAL  DISCOUNT! 


anyone  seriously  interested  in  American  gold 
coins.  Sleepers  and  undervalued  coinscan  be 
spotted  by  consulting  the  charts  in  this  vol¬ 
ume.  In  many  instances,  coins  listed  at  rea¬ 
sonable  prices  are  extreme  rarities— a  fact 
revealed  by  our  research.  In  addition,  a  narra¬ 
tive  text  describes  each  type  of  American 
gold  coin  produced  for  circulation  from  1 795 
onward,  and  discusses  availability  in  various 
grades,  rarities,  etc.  A  highly  acclaimed  book 
which  you  will  truly  treasure!  122  pages. 
Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-350)  $12.95; 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-351)  $19.95 


Coins  and  Collectors,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This 
dandy  book  was  first  published  in  1964  and 
has  been  reprinted  several  times  since  then, 
most  recently  in  1 988.  Here  is  a  book  which 
delighted  an  earlier  generation  of  numisma¬ 
tists  and  which,  by  the  way,  was  the  first  book 
Dave  Bowers  ever  wrote.  You'll  enjoy  read¬ 
ing  about  numismatic  history,  investment,  die 
varieties,  and  more!  Certainly  one  of  the  best¬ 
selling  numismatic  books  of  all  time.  214 
pages.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-400)  $9.95 


Coinage  Laws  1792-1894.  One  of  the  most 
significant  numismatic  resource  references 
ever  published!  In  one  volume  will  be  found 
all  the  coinage  laws  leading  to  the  creation  of 
designs,  changes  in  modifications  of  metallic 
standards,  establishment  of  branch  mints, 
and  everything  else,  coveringone  of  the  most 
significant  times  in  the  history  of  numismat¬ 


ics.  Here  indeed  is  a  volume  that  will  be  of 
interest  to  anyone  collecting  or  dealing  in  19th- 
century  American  coins.  With  a  new  intro¬ 
duction  by  noted  numismatist  and  attorney 
David  L.  Canz.  Softbound.  (Stock  No.  BGA- 
100)  $9.95. 


TUB 

COIN  DEALER  NEWSLETTER 

.4  STUDY  IN 

RARE  COIN  PRICE  PERFORMANCE 

1S*J  JHOT 


tmeosre  Mvweowms 


The  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter:  A  Study  In  Rare 
Coin  Price  Performance,  edited  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Available  in  one  single  volume  is  a 
distillation  of  data  gathered  over  a  25-year 
period  by  America's  leading  source  of  coin 
price  information:  The  Coin  Dealer  Newslet¬ 
ter! 

Market  closing  prices  are  given  year 
by  year,  1963  to  1988,  for  all  popular  series, 
including  silver  dollars,  gold,  commemora- 
tives,  bullion  gold  and  silver— you  name  it! 
Here  in  527  information-packed  pages  is 
the  most  authoritative  source  in  print  for 
U.S.  coin  market  data! 

At  your  fingertips  is  a  vivid  record  of 
the  coin  market,  cycles,  changes  in  popular¬ 
ity,  changes  in  grading  interpretations,  and 
other  events  which  have  shaped  the  market 
during  the  past  three  decades.  Year  after 
year,  this  information  has  been  used  by 
dealers,  government  agencies,  collectors, 
and  investors— but  never  before  has  it  been 
available  all  at  once  in  a  single  volume. 

You  gain  a  veritable  encyclopedia  of 
coin  market  information  that  cost  millions 
of  dollars  to  gather  over  the  years!  Indeed, 
this  information  cannot  be  duplicated  else¬ 
where  for  any  price!  In  addition,  the  volume 
contains  market  studies,  articles,  and  com¬ 
mentaries  by  many  of  the  most-respected 
authors  in  the  rare  coin  field,  those  who 
have  written  the  “Monthly  Summaries"  for 
each  issue.  This  book  ran  make  you  a 
market  expert!  After  all,  there  is  no  better 
way  to  predict  the  future  than  to  know  what 
has  happened  in  the  past!  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-402)  $34.95;  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-403)  $49.95 


Order  Early! 


High  Profits  From  Rare  Coin  Investment.  12th 
Edition,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  truly  great 
book  combines  fascinating  text  with  charts, 
data,  and  other  useful  information. 

The  author  has  been  active  in  the  coin 
market  since  1953  and  deals  not  with 
"theory"  but  with  actual  experience,  for  he 
has  handled  just  about  every  U.S.  rare  coin 
in  existence,  and  many  of  the  greatest  col¬ 
lections  ever  assembled.  Here  is  just  a 
glimpse  of  what  this  368-page  volume 
contains:  Building  a  Portfolio  of  U.S.  Coins; 
Cold  Coins;  Commemoratives;  Morgan 
Dollars;  "Slabbed"  and  Certified  Coins;  Price 
and  Market  Cycles;  Howto  Avoid  Mistakes; 
How  to  Spot  Sleepers;  Grading;  Perfor¬ 
mance  Charts;  How  the  Stock  Market  Af¬ 
fects  the  Coin  Market;  The  Outlook  for  the 
Future,  and  much,  much  more!  368  pages, 
illustrated.  Softbound.  (Stock  No.  BBM-1 02) 
$14.95 

Close  Out  Special:  We  have  a  limited  number  of 
copies  still  available  of  the  1 1  th  edition,  regu¬ 
larly  $  1 4.95,  close  out  special  just  $6.95!  (We 
only  have  about  240  in  stock,  so  order  quickly !) 
368  pages,  illustrated,  softbound.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-101) 


The  History  of 
United  States 
Coinage 


As  Illustrated  by  the 
Garrett  Collection 


The  History  of  United  States  Coinage,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Illustrated  in  color  by  coins  from  the 
fabulous  Garrett  Collection,  catalogued  by  Q. 
David  Bowers,  and  sold  at  auction  for  $25 
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million,  this  immense  volume  is  virtually  a 
university  course  in  American  numismatics, 
and  covers  in  depth  all  series  from  colonials  to 
regular  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold  issues, 
to  territorials  and  patterns.  Indeed,  one  reader 
said  that  it  was  fully  equal  to  a  university 
course— so,  put  this  away,  this  book  may  be 
worth  $10,000  or  more  to  you!  The  volume 
has  served  as  a  textbook  for  employees  of 
several  rare  coin  firms  and  has  been  selected 
by  many  libraries  as  a  basic  reference  on  the 
subject. 

Published  for  The  Johns  Hopkins  Un¬ 
iversity,  this  is  the  first  book  ever  to  win  the 
two  highest  numismatic  literary  awards  in 
the  same  year:  The  Robert  Friedberg  Award 
given  by  the  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  and  the  Book  of  the  Year  Award  given 
by  the  Numismatic  Literary  Guild! 

Over  1 2,000  copies  have  been  sold  of 
this  deluxe  hardbound  work.  Here  is  a  book 
which  will  be  the  cornerstone,  the  founda¬ 
tion,  to  your  reference  library  on  the  subject 
of  United  States  coins.  572  pages,  color 
illustrated.  Deluxe  Hardbound.  (Stock  No. 
BBM-130)  $49.00 


HowTo  Be  A  Successful  Coin  Dealer,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  Reprinted  from  Q.  David  Bowers' 
award-winning  series  in  Coin  World,  this  great 
book  tells  you,  step  by  step,  the  intricacies  of 
professional  numismatics.  How  to  build  an 
inventory,  how  to  win  customers  and  keep 
them,  how  to  open  a  shop,  how  to  do  business 
by  mail,  how  to  take  care  of  accounting,  how 
to  make  good  buys,  how  to  sell  effectively, 
how  to  advertise,  and  101  other  questions. 
This  second  edition  is  vastly  expanded  over 
the  first  edition,  is  published  in  cooperation 
with  Coin  World,  and  is  a  must  if  you  have  an 
interest  in  becoming  a  part-time  or  full-time 
coin  dealer. 

Or,  even  if  you  don't  plan  to  be  a  coin 
dealer,  and  if  you  are  strictly  a  collector  or 
an  investor,  this  book  will  give  you  many 
valuable  insights  into  the  hobby— including 
such  topics  as  grading,  guarantees,  buying 
and  selling,  etc. 

Tens  of  thousands  of  readers  have 
enjoyed  what  Mr.  Bowers  has  to  say— drawn 


L  DISCOUNT! 

from  his  several  decades  of  experience  as 
one  of  America's  leading  numismatic  pro¬ 
fessionals.  You'll  enjoy  the  book,  too.  In 
fact,  we  will  guarantee  it!  184  pages. 
Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-401)  $14.95. 


An  Inside  View  of  the  Coin  Hobby  In  the  1930s: 
The  Walter  P.  Nichols  File,  edited  by  Q. 
David  Bowers.  This  volume  contains  fascinat¬ 
ing  correspondence  from  the  private  files  of 
Walter  P.  Nichols,  a  former  member  of  the 
ANA  Board  of  Governors  and  the  distributor 
of  the  York  County  (Maine)  commemorative 
half  dollar.  Nichols,  a  coin  dealer  during  the 
1930s,  kept  correspondence  with  Mehl, 
Chapman,  Bolender,  Shultz,  Stack,  Kosoff, 
Boyd,  and  other  personalities  of  his  day.  Now, 
published  letters  from  this  secret  file  reveal  a 
wealth  of  fascinating  information  about  how 
the  coin  hobby  and  business  was  conducted 
during  these  formative  years.  Scandals  and 
controversies,  hopes  and  dreams,  successes 
and  failures  all  come  to  life  in  fascinating 
detail. 

The  reader  will  go  "behind  the  scenes" 
and  learn  of  the  scandals  and  lawsuits  that 
arose  from  the  distribution  of  the  1936 
Rhode  Island  half  dollars,  what  L.W. 
Hoffecker  (who  at  that  time  was  president 
of  the  ANA  and  who  was  a  distributor  of 
several  commemorative  issues)  thought  of 
others  in  the  hobby,  what  leading  currency 
expert  Albert  A.  Grinnell  had  to  say  about 
"washing"  currency  and  the  hobby  in 
general. 

Correspondence  with  the  Treasury 
Department  reveals,  for  example,  that  Un¬ 
circulated  fractional  currency  notes  could 
be  obtained  at  face  value  as  late  as  1931  — 
a  fact  which  will  startle  present-day  re¬ 
searchers  who  scarcely  dreamed  of  such  a 
thing!  The  Depression  of  the  1 930s  and  its 
effect  upon  banks  and  the  coin  market  are 
covered,  as  are  other  topics  from  scarce 
Lincoln  cents  to  $4  Stellas.  144  pages. 
Softbound.  (Stock  No.  BBM-155)  $14.95 


Order  Early! 


Numismatists  bedsidE 

COMPANION 


The  Numismatist's  Bedside  Companion,  edited 
by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  dandy  book  will 
furnish  two  or  three  evenings  of  enjoyable 
reading  about  coins,  coin  collecting,  unusual 
aspects  of  the  hobby,  investment— you  name 
it,  and  your  favorite  topic  is  probably  included 
among  the  29  chapters!  The  volume  is  an 
anthology  of  some  of  the  best  articles  from 
past  issues  of  the  Rare  Coin  Review,  by  such 
authors  as  our  own  Q.  David  Bowers  as  well 
as  Dennis  Loring,  Frank  M.  Todd,  Walter 
Breen,  Bruce  Lorich,  James  F.  Ruddy,  David  L. 
Ganz,  and  even  one  written  by  Mark  Twain. 
Readers  of  this  book  have  been  delighted 
with  it,  and  we  guarantee  you  will  be  also! 
And,  this  book  would  make  a  delightful  gift  for 
a  business  associate  or  valued  friend.  224 
pages.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-200)  $9.95 


The  Numismatist's  Fireside  Companion,  edited 
by  Q.  David  Bowers.  A  nifty  book,  packed 
with  all  sorts  of  interesting  stories.  Within  its 
covers  can  be  found  a  veritable  banquet  of 
numismatic  tales  by  a  variety  of  well-known 
authors,  including  Q.  David  Bowers,  Douglas 
McDonald,  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  Don  Alper,  Cal 
Wilson,  Bruce  Lorich,  Paul  M.  Green,  and 
Hans  Schulman.  Louis  Eliasberg,  who  accom¬ 
plished  the  feat  that  no  one  has  ever  done 
before  or  since— the  assembling  of  a  complete 
collection  of  U.S.  coins  by  date  and  mint— is 
represented  by  the  story  he  told  of  his  collect¬ 
ing  experiences. 
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All  in  all,  this  anthology  comprises  26 
articles  on  almost  every  numismatic  subject 
imaginable,  including  history,  collecting, 
investment,  rarities— you  name  it! 

224  pages.  Softbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-201)  $9.95 


NuMisMArisrs  lakesidE 


The  Numismatist's  Lakeside  Companion,  edited 
by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Now  available.  The 
third  in  the  series  of  Companion  books,  this 
promises  to  be  a  best  seller!  An  interesting 
book,  approximately  224  pages  in  length, 
and  packed  with  all  sorts  of  stories  by  a 
variety  of  well-known  authors,  including  Ed 
Rochette,  Robert  W.  Julian,  Michael  Wescott, 
Tom  LaMarre,  Q.  David  Bowers,  Frank 
Casparro,  John  W.  Adams,  Michael  Hodder, 
J.C.  Macallister,  and  others.  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-202)  $9.95 


The  Strange  Career  of  Dr.  Wilkins:  A  Numis¬ 
matic  Inquiry,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Here  is  a 
fascinating  book— one  which  you  will  really 
enjoy  reading!  Dave  Bowers  conducted  an 
investigation  into  the  life  of  Dr.  George  G. 
Wilkins,  a  New  Englander  who  is  numismat- 
ically  remembered  for  counterstamping  coins, 
but  who  is  remembered  in  other  quarters  for 
such  activities  as  passing  counterfeit  money, 
selling  liquor  without  a  license,  and  peddling 
patent  medicine. 

To  say  that  Dr.  Wilkins  was  one  of  the 
most  curious  characters  in  the  footnotes  of 
American  numismatics  would  probably  be 


AL  DISCOUNT! 

the  understatement  of  the  year!  In  this  96- 
page  book,  with  dozens  of  illustrations,  the 
author  tells  you  all  about  this  famous,  or 
infamous,  character.  Fun  reading  for  all 
numismatists.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
420)  $9.95;  Deluxe  Hardbound, 

Autographed  (Stock  No.  BBM-421 )  $1 9.95 


United  States  Copper  Coins 

An  Action  Guide  lor  lit* 
Collector  *nd  Investor 


United  States  Copper  Coins:  An  Action  Guide 
for  the  Collector  and  Investor,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers.  This  book  draws  upon  Dave  Bowers' 
extensive  experience  spanning  many  years— 
since  1953  in  fact.  Half  cents,  large  cents, 
Flying  Eagle  cents,  Indian  cents,  Lincoln  cents, 
two-cent  pieces  are  discussed  in  detail.  All 
major  types  are  illustrated,  as  are  numerous 
varieties.  Why  is  it  rare?  Why  is  it  priced  as 
such?  Which  issues  are  sleepers?  How  have 
such  pieces  been  collected  over  the  years? 
These  and  many  other  tips  of  value  to  the 
specialist  and  type  collector  are  presented  in 
this  reference  book.  Like  Dave's  other  books, 
this  one  is  fascinating  reading.  We  know  you'll 
be  delighted  with  it!  176  pages,  with  many 
illustrations.  Second  big  printing!  Softbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-302)  $9.95 


United  States  Dimes, 
Quarters,  and  Half  Dollars 

An  Artion  Guide  (or  the 
Collector  and  I nw«im 


Q.  David  Bowen 


United  States  Dimes,  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Inves¬ 
tor,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  book  takes  you 
behind  the  scenes  and  gives  you  a  dealer's 
view  of  sleepers  you  can  find,  things  to  watch 
for  when  buying  and  selling— an  "inside  view" 


of  these  denominations.  2 1 5  pages,  illustrated. 
Softbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-304)  $9.95 


United  States 
Three-Cent  and  Flve-Cent 
Pieces 

An  Action  Guide  for  the 
Collector  and  Invertor 


United  Stales  Three-Cent  and  Five-Cent  Pieces: 
An  Action  Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Inves¬ 
tor,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  fascinating 
volume  gives  you  a  dealer's  inside  view  of 
nickel  and  silver  three-cent  pieces,  nickel  five- 
cent  pieces,  and  half  dimes.  Sleepers,  the 
stories  behind  rarities,  the  fabulous  1913  Lib¬ 
erty  Head  nickel,  the  unique  1870-S  half 
dime,  which  Jefferson  nickels  are  hard  to  find 
when  fully  struck  (some  "common  dates"  are 
worth  hundreds  of  dollars  if  sharply  struck!), 
and  other  topics  are  recounted,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  many  photographs.  1 68  pages.  Widely 
acclaimed.  A  best  seller!  Softbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-303)  $9.95 


United  States 
Coins  by  Design  Types 


An  Action  Gold*  Kw  thr 
Colkctor  and  Investor 


Q.  David  Sowers 


United  States  Coins  by  Design  Types:  An  Action 
Guide  for  the  Collector  and  Investor,  by  Q. 

David  Bowers.  The  second  edition  of  this 
valuable  reference,  256  pages,  contains  hun¬ 
dreds  of  illustrations  and  discusses  in  detail 
each  U.S.  coin  design  from  1 793  to  the  present 
day. 

Q.  David  Bowers,  one  of  the  hobby's 
most  knowledgeable  professionals,  gives 
you  valuable  information  on  sleepers,  un¬ 
recognized  rarities,  good  buys,  plus  infor¬ 
mation  concerning  design,  distribution,  and 
other  valuable  facts;  information  not  avail¬ 
able  in  any  other  single  volume. 
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How  to  form  a  type  set.  Tips  and 
information  of  great  value  to  every  collec¬ 
tor.  Each  major  design  type  from  1  793  to 
date  is  illustrated  and  completely  described, 
including  the  designer  of  the  piece,  the 
weight,  the  metallic  composition,  and  the 
mintage.  A  companion  to  the  preceding 
volumes,  this  book  is  256  pages  in  length 
and  profusely  illustrated.  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-307)  $9.95 


#| 

United  States  Gold  Com.- 
An  Hkistratco  History 


:  CHwd  5c-, 


ingand  almost  unbelievable  lifeofVirgil  Brand 
(1862-1926)  and  how  he  became  known  as 
"the  world's  greatest  coin  collector,"  owning 
over  350,000  coins,  including  duplicates  of 
rarities,  by  the  time  he  died. 

The  story  of  Virgil  Brand  encompasses 
Thomas  Elder,  Henry  Chapman,  B.  Max 
Mehl,  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
the  ANA,  and  hundreds  of  other  individu¬ 
als,  institutions,  and  publications  of  the 
1 9th  and  early  20th  centuries.  The  book  is 
literally  a  "numismatic  tour"  of  the  past! 
And,  the  volume  is  one  of  those  numismatic 
rarities— a  book  which  at  once  is  packed 
with  valuable  information  for  the  collector 
and  investor  and  at  the  same  time  is  truly 
delightful  reading. 

This  book  is  the  second  ever  to  win 
the  two  highest  awards  in  the  field:  The 
Robert  Friedberg  Award  given  by  the  Pro¬ 
fessional  Numismatists  Guild  and  the  Book 
of  the  Year  Award  given  by  the  N umismatic 
Literary  Guild.  Enthusiastically  acclaimed. 
248  pages,  illustrated.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-140)  $29.00 


United  States  Gold  Coins:  An  Illustrated  His¬ 
tory,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  This  is  illustrated  by 
pieces  from  the  fabulous  Louis  Eliasberg  Col¬ 
lection  of  U.S.  gold  coins,  which  the  author 
catalogued  and  sold  at  auction  for  $12.4 
million.  Written  in  a  highly  readable  and  in¬ 
formative  style,  this  41 5-page  volume  discusses 
all  you  want  to  know  about  American  gold 
coins.  How  they  were  minted,  why  certain 
issues  are  rare,  how,  why,  and  by  whom  they 
have  been  collected  over  the  years,  stories  of 
rarities,  and  so  on.  Whether  you  have  but  a 
single  gold  coin  or  whether  you  have  an 
advanced  collection,  here  is  a  must  book  that 
you  will  refer  to  many  times  over.  "It  is  a  book 
about  gold  that  is  literally  worth  its  weight  in 
gold,"  said  the  editor  of  Coin  World.  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM-135)  $47.00 


VIRGIL  BRAND: 
The  Man  and  His  Era 


Prof  Hr  o i  a  Nuffiltnutet 


Virgil  Brand:  The  Man  and  His  Era,  Profile  of  A 
Numismatist,  by  Q.  David  Bowers.  Here  is  a 
book  you  can  read  like  a  novel— but  every 
word  is  true!  This  volume  details  the  fascinat- 


The  Encyclopedia  of  Silver  and  Gold  Commem- 
orativeCoins  1892-1989.  Revised  Edition,  by 
Anthony  Swiatek  &  Walter  Breen.  A  new  and 
updated  edition  has  just  been  published  of 
the  standard  work  on  American  commemora¬ 
tive  coins.  Long  out  of  print,  the  book  has  not 
been  available  in  recent  times.  Following  re¬ 
visions,  corrections,  and  updating  by  Walter 
Breen,  this  classic  reference,  now  an  expanded 
386  pages  in  size,  is  available  for  immediate 
shipment! 

Best  of  all,  it  is  available  for  the  first 
time  in  quality  (coated  paper,  superb  illus¬ 
trations,  quality  text)  softbound  format  for 
the  affordable  price  of  just  $29.95. 

This  reference,  by  two  of  America's 
most  respected  researchers,  gives  detailed 
information  concerning  each  and  every 
commemorative  silver  and  gold  coin,  from 
conception  of  design  to  distribution.  In 
addition,  there  is  a  special  section  detailing 
price  movements  over  the  years,  and  a 
special  section  on  grading.  This  book  is 
absolutely  essential  for  every  numismatic 


library.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BSW-742) 
$29.95 

Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Half  Cents,  1793-1857.  This  superb  book, 
with  photographs  by  jack  Collins,  contains 
over  500  pages  of  half  cent  lore,  with  at  least 
a  full  page  (often  multiple  pages)  devoted  to 
each  date  and  major  variety  within  the  series! 
There  are  enough  spicy  comments,  editorial 
opinions,  and  other  half  cent  tidbits  to  keep 
you  reading  from  the  beginning  through  the 
end.  Includes  color  plates.  One  of  the  most 
impressive  specialized  books  on  U.S.  coinage 
ever  published!  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBR- 
763)  $60.00 


Walter  Breen's  Complete  Encyclopedia  of  U.S. 
and  Colonial  Coins.  Here  is  one  of  the  great¬ 
est  books  ever  written  in  the  field  of  numis¬ 
matics.  Comprising  754  pages  and  containing 
countless  photographs,  it  describes  each  and 
every  American  issue  from  the  earliest  days 
onward.  Rarity,  mintage  figures,  die  charac¬ 
teristics,  unusual  varieties,  and  other  charac¬ 
teristics  and  data  are  at  your  fingertips.  This  is 
virtually  a  numismatic  library  all  in  one  book! 
As  distributors  to  the  trade  we  have  sold  many 
thousands  of  copies  of  this  book.  An  absolute 
"must"  for  every  numismatic  library,  beginning 
or  advanced!  (Stock  No.  BBR-764)  $100.00 


Walter  Breen's  Encyclopedia  of  U.S.  and  Colo¬ 
nial  Proof  Coins.  The  updated  and  corrected 
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version  of  the  classic  1 977  work.  The  author 
details  the  process  of  Proof  coin  manufac¬ 
ture,  characteristics  of  various  styles  of  Proofs 
(brilliant,  matte,  satin,  Roman,  etc.),  and  gives 
a  wealth  of  other  information  concerning  the 
Proof  format.  Year  by  year— 1 722  to  1 989- 
Proofs  are  analyzed.  Includes  detailed  discus¬ 
sions  of  Proof  sets,  individual  scarcities  and 
rarities,  and  pedigrees  of  classic  issues.  Walter 
Breen,  one  of  America's  foremost  numis¬ 
matic  scholars,  spent  years  studying  Proof 
coins  and  compiling  his  notes  into  this  mas¬ 
sive  reference  book,  which  stands  as  the 
definitive  work  on  the  subject.  Copies  of  the 
1 977  edition  have  long  been  out  of  print  and 
have  commanded— when  available— prices  in 
the  $50  to  $100  range  in  the  marketplace. 
338  pages,  profusely  illustrated. 
Softbound. (Stock  No.  BBR-765)  $29.95 

Fractional  Money,  by  Neil  Carothers.  Published 
in  1925,  this  volume  tells  about  "fractional 
money"— the  author's  term  for  copper,  nickel, 
and  silver  coins.  He  goes  into  detail  for  vari¬ 
ous  issues  produced  from  the  1 790s  onward, 
telling  how  different  metallic  and  other 
changes  came  to  be,  interrelating  numismatics 
with  various  financial  conditions,  wars,  and 
other  events.  His  section  on  what  happened 
to  coins  in  circulation  during  the  Civil  War  is 
worth  the  price  of  the  book  by  itself!  Certainly 
one  of  the  most  valuable  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  books  ever  published,  original  copies  of 
which  have  sold  for  $50  to  $100!  A  "must" 
reprint  for  every  numismatist.  392  pages. 
Softbound  (Stock  No.  BCA-835)  $19.95 

Th e  Ea rly  Coi  ns  of  A meri ca,  by  Sylvester  S.  C rosby . 
Reprint  of  this  19th-century  classic,  occasion¬ 
ally  out  of  print  in  the  past,  but  now  again 
available.  Certainly  one  of  the  greatest  books 
ever  published  in  American  numismatics! 
Details  colonial,  state,  and  early  American 
coins,  the  history,  legislation  pertaining  to 
them,  collecting,  comments,  etc.  A  simply 
marvelous  book,  and  one  of  our  favorites.  A 
must  for  your  library,  even  if  you  do  not 
collect  early  American  coins.  Certainly  this  is 
one  of  the  most  important  numismatic  refer¬ 
ence  books  ever  published. 

Reprint  edition  has  modern  comments 
by  Eric  P.  Newman.  378  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BCR-271)  $45.00 

The  Provincial  Token  Coinage  of  the  1 8th  Cen¬ 
tury,  by  Dalton  and  Hamer.  The  original  1910 
edition  of  this  book  has  long  been  out  of  print, 
although  it  is  the  standard  reference  for  an 
important  series  of  English  merchants  tokens 
and  related  American  Washington  pieces.  In 
the  intervening  80  years,  several  reprints  have 
been  attempted,  but  all  lacked  the  clear  pho¬ 
tographic  detail  of  the  original.  A  new  reprint 
version  has  been  produced,  in  a  limited  quan¬ 
tity,  which  is  the  finest  we  have  ever  seen. 


Cloth-bound,  approximately  1 0-1  /2  by  8  inches 
(the  same  as  the  original),  this  reprint  exhibits 
photographic  clarity  of  illustrated  tokens  which 
rivals  that  of  the  original  edition.  Over  600 
pages  in  length,  containing  hundreds  of  illus¬ 
trations,  the  new  edition  was  printed  on  acid- 
free  paper— designed  for  long  life.  The  pages 
of  text  have  large  borders,  allowing  for  hand¬ 
written  notes  on  individual  varieties.  An  im¬ 
portant  feature  of  this  edition  is  the  listing  of 
over  450  new  varieties,  combinations,  edge 
devices,  etc,  which  were  not  in  the  original- 
information  available,  until  now,  only  to  spe¬ 
cialists  who  actively  followed  the  field.  Here, 
in  one  single  volume,  is  the  "state  of  the  art" 
for  late  1 8th-century  English  merchants  tokens 
and  related  Washington  pieces.  This  edition 
will  become  the  standard  reference,  after  the 
original,  and  its  quality  so  far  surpasses  that  of 
any  earlier  reprint,  that  it  will  supplant  them  on 
the  shelves  of  discriminating  collectors  and 
numismatic  bibliophiles.  Cloth-bound  (Stock 
No.  BDA-1 00)  $135.00 

Early  United  States  Dimes,  1 796-1 837,  by  David 
J.  Davis  and  four  co-authors.  A  simply  superb 
volume.  Discusses  each  and  every  known  die 
variety  from  the  first  year  of  dime  coinage  in 
1796  through  the  end  of  the  Capped  Bust 
series  in  1 837— together  with  much  research 
information,  collecting  data,  and  the  like.  The 
standard  reference  on  the  subject!  279  pages, 
illustrated  in  detail.  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BDA-704)  $40.00 

The  Work  of  Augustus  Saint-Caudens,  by  John 
Dryfhout.  A  superb  volume,  magnificently 
illustrated,  covering  the  sculpture,  medals, 
coinage,  and  other  works  of  one  of  America's 
most  prominent  artists.  His  magnificent 
MCMVII  High  Relief  1 907  double  eagle  is,  of 
course,  well  known  to  our  readers,  but  you 
will  delight  in  seeing  his  many  other  achieve¬ 
ments  as  well. 

The  author  is  curator  of  the  Saint- 
Caudens  National  Historic  Site,  Cornish, 
NH,  where  the  artist  maintained  his  studio 
and  designed  the  coinage.  356  pages,  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated.  NEARLY  SOLD  OUT.  Only 
a  few  copies  remain!  Softbound  (Stock  No. 
BDR-755)  $29.95 

Penny  Whimsy.  A  reprint  from  Lorraine  Durst 
of  the  classic  work  by  William  S.  Sheldon, 
with  a  new  introduction  by  Denis  Loring. 
Available  for  the  first  time  in  over  a  decade, 
this  book  contains  over  60  photographs  of 
large  cents,  together  with  plates  of  1 2  new 
varieties  discovered  since  1 965.  (Stock  No. 
BSH-100)  $50.00 


A  Fine  Collection 
Is  Your  Best  Investment 


The  Cherrypicker's  Guide  to  Rare  Die  Varieties, 

by  Bill  Fivaz  &  J.T.  Stanton.  Do  you  want  to 
spot  rare,  unusual,  and  potentially  interesting 
die  varieties— varieties  which  many  people 
overlook?  Then  this  book  is  for  you! 

The  authors,  well  versed  in  the  subject, 
describe  and  illustrate  in  detail  many  inter¬ 
esting  and  potentially  profitable  varieties 
which  can  be  found  in  virtually  all  series 
from  cents  through  silver  dollars.  This  is  a 
"fun"  book,  and  at  this  price,  no  serious 
collector  can  afford  to  be  without  one.  1 08 
pages,  illustrated.  Softbound  (Stock  No.  BFI- 
100)  $14.95. 

(This  book  is  temporarily  out  of  stock. 
We  expect  the  new  edition  to  arrive  in 
March  1991.) 


Mint  Marks,  1893,  by  Augustus  G.  Heaton.  Re¬ 
print  edition  limited  to  2,000  copies,  by  Bowers 
and  Merena,  1 987.  This  64-page  book,  with  a 
new  introduction  by  Q.  David  Bowers,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  references  ever  printed. 
Originals— when  they  can  be  found— sell  for 
$100  to  $200  each! 

Augustus  Heaton  pioneered  the  way 
to  mintmark  collecting,  listing  various 
"Causes  of  Attractiveness"  and  telling  nu¬ 
mismatists  why  they  should  collect  coins  of 
various  mints  in  addition  to  Philadelphia.  At 
the  time,  emphasis  was  on  dates  only,  and 
few  cared  whether  a  coin  bore  a  mintmark 
or  not!  (Stock  No.  BHE-950)  $6.95 
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HISTORICAL  ACCOUNT 
AMERICAN  COINAGE 


BY  JOHN  H  H1CKCOX 


An  Historical  Account  of  American  Coinage, 

1 858,  by  John  H.  Hickcox.  This  volume  is  the 
first  large-size  work  published  in  America  and 
devoted  exclusively  to  American  numismat¬ 
ics.  It  gives  much  information  concerning 
colonial,  state,  and  other  early  coinage,  as 
well  as  coinage  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
through  1857. 

In  addition  to  153  pages  of  text,  a 
separate  section  of  five  illustration  plates  is 
incorporated.  Just  200  copies  of  this  work 
were  originally  printed,  and  the  copy  from 
which  the  present  reprint  was  made  cost 
$375.00.  Now  this  pioneering  reference  is 
available  at  a  price  which  makes  this  key¬ 
stone  work  affordable. 

5-1/2  x  8-1/2  inches.  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BHI-100)  $9.95 


The  Norweb  Collection:  An  American  Legacy, 

by  Q.  David  Bowers  &  Michael  J.  Hodder.This 
great  book  has  been  enthusiastically  reviewed 
by  virtually  every  numismatic  periodical.  The 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild  gave  it  an  award  as 
'The  Best  Book  on  U.S.  Coins"!  Representing 
a  simply  fantastic  amount  of  research  and 
work  by  the  authors  (at  one  time  five  different 
researchers  were  busy  working  for  us  in  five 
different  states,  plus  our  own  work  here  at  the 
office!),  this  reference  tells  the  fascinating 
story  of  the  Norweb  Collection,  and  how  it 
was  formed  over  a  period  of  several  genera¬ 
tions,  beginning  with  Liberty  Holden  in  the 


L  DISCOUNT! 

19th  century,  continuing  to  Albert  Holden, 
Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  down 
to  R.  Henry  Norweb,  Jr.,  in  our  own  time.  The 
Norweb  Collection  is  one  of  those  "grand  old 
collections"  in  the  style  of  the  Garrett  Collec¬ 
tion  we  sold  a  few  years  back.  More  than  half 
of  the  Norweb  Collection  coins  were  acquired 
prior  to  1 91 3  and  had  been  off  the  market  to 
the  present  generation  of  numismatists  until 
sold  by  Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
1987  and  1988. 

Among  the  many  illustrations  in  this 
book  are  dozens  of  full-page  plates  of  prize 
American  coins,  rangingfrom  colonial  issues 
through  copper,  nickel,  silver,  and  gold.  All 
in  all,  the  volume  adds  up  to  some  really 
fascinating  numismatic  reading— not  only 
the  story  of  the  coins  themselves,  but  the 
personalities  who  acquired  them.  288  pages, 
large  8-1  /2  x  1 1  format,  with  gold-stamped 
cover.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
145)  $29.00 


THE 


STANDARD 

CATALOGUE 


OF 


ENCASED 
POSTAGE  STAMPS 


Mk-Wl  J  Hotter 
Q.  Dsvfct  Itawtrs 


The  Standard  Catalogue  of  Encased  Postage 
Stamps,  by  Michael  J.  Hodder  &  Q.  David 
Bowers.  This  192-page,  profusely  illustrated 
book  is  the  basic  reference  on  this  fascinating 
series.  Encased  postage  stamps,  consisting  of 
U.S.  stamps  housed  in  a  brass  case  with  clear 
mica  front,  were  issued  during  the  Civil  War, 
when  regular  coins  were  hoarded  by  the 
public.  Dozens  of  different  varieties  are  de¬ 
scribed,  and  accompanying  each  description 
is  historical  text,  rarity  ratings,  and  catalogue 
prices.  A  must  for  every  numismatist.  Fore¬ 
word  by  Herman  Herst,  Jr.,  with  appreciations 
by  John  J.  Ford,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Kincaid.  Soft- 
bound.  (Stock  No.  BBM-355)  $19.95;  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM-356)  $27.95 

Medals  of  the  United  States  Mint— The  First 
Century,  1 792-1 892,  by  Robert  W.  Julian.  We 
purchased  at  a  favorable  price  several  hun¬ 
dred  copies  of  this  really  great  book.  This  is 
one  of  the  greatest  books  ever  written  on  any 
American  numismatic  subject. 

Published  by  the  Token  and  Medal 
Society,  this  condensed,  large-format  book 
is  a  gold  mine  to  anyone  interested  in 


medals  produced  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint. 
Contains  abundant  information  concern¬ 
ing  production  quantities,  rarities,  designers, 
and  the  like.  Interesting  reading  and  highly 
recommended.  475  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BJU-788)  $35.00 

Private  Gold  Coins  and  Patterns  of  the  United 
States,  by  Donald  H.  Kagin.  The  "last  word" 
on  the  subject  of  territorial  gold  coins,  pri¬ 
vately-issued  gold  coins,  ingots,  and  bars— as 
well  as  other  topics  relating  to  the  wild  West. 
While  collecting  territorial  gold  coins  is  ad¬ 
mittedly  a  rarified  realm,  this  book  is  valuable 
to  every  numismatist,  for  it  is  crammed  with 
history,  romance,  numismaticfacts,  and  more! 
406  pages,  profusely  illustrated.  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BKA-709)  $29.95 

Recollections  of  a  Mint  Director,  by  Frank  A. 
Leach.  This  great  book,  with  a  new  foreword 
by  Q.  David  Bowers,  reprints  the  memoirs  of 
Frank  A.  Leach,  who  was  superintendent  of 
the  San  Francisco  Mint  from  1897  to  1907, 
during  the  great  San  Francisco  earthquake 
and  fire.  You'll  go  behind  the  scenes  at  the 
mint  and  read  much  fascinating  information 
not  readily  available  elsewhere.  Then,  from 
1907  to  1909  he  was  director  of  the  entire 
United  States  Mint  system  and  supervised  the 
production  of  the  famous  MCMVII  High  Re¬ 
lief  $20  pieces  designed  by  Augustus  Saint- 
Gaudens,  again  furnishing  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  not  available  in  any  other  source.  Origi¬ 
nally  published  in  1917,  this  reprint,  136 
pages,  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  is  sure  to  be 
enjoyed  from  cover  to  cover.  A  highly  recom¬ 
mended  book;  a  must  for  any  numismatic 
library!  (Stock  No.  BLE-100)  $9.95 

The  Morgan  and  Peace  Dollar  Textbook,  by 

Wayne  Miller.  A  delightful  book  on  silver 
dollars,  and  the  most  useful  guide  you  will 
ever  find  on  the  subject.  Each  variety  has  its 
own  description,  with  characteristics.  261 
pages,  illustrated  in  color.  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BMI-722)  $25.00 

United  States  Copper  Cents  1816-1857,  by 

Howard  R.  Newcomb.  Reprint  of  this  classic 
work.  The  standard  reference  book  on  die 
varieties  of  copper  cents  of  the  period.  312 
pages,  illustrated  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BNE- 
798)  $50.00 
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The  Eagle  That  Is  Forgotten,  by  Dr.  Joel  Orosz. 
This  great  book,  with  a  preface  by  Eric  P. 
Newman,  tells  the  story  of  a  pioneer  Ameri¬ 
can  collector  who  formed  his  cabinet  during 
the  18th  century  and  who  was  involved  in 
many  other  collecting  and  intellectual  pur¬ 
suits.  Virtually  all  of  the  information  in  this 
book  will  be  new  to  even  the  most  advanced 
numismatist.  Here  is  a  volume  which  will 
shed  new  light  on  the  early  days  of  coin 
collecting  in  America  and  which  will  provide 
an  evening  of  delightful  reading  entertain¬ 
ment!  75  pages,  illustrated.  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BOR-500)  $9.95;  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BOR-501)  $19.95 

Early  Half  Dollar  Die  Varieties  1 794-1 836,  by 
Al  C.  Overton.  This  is  the  classic  guide  to 
attributing  pieces  in  this  series,  and  is  an 
enlargement  from  the  previous  volume 
(which  has  been  out  of  print  for  a  long 
time).  Photographs  of  die  varieties  include 
new  discovery  pieces  enlarged  two  diam¬ 
eters,  which  is  a  fine  improvement  on  the 
earlier  work.  New  sections  and  information 
include  data  on  Condition  Census,  pictorial 
grading,  design  types,  and  much  more.  The 
book  is  a  whopping  710  pages  and  is  a 
must  for  every  library!  Hardbound.  (Stock 
No.  BOV-1 00)  $59.95. 


Best  . 
Buys  in 
Rare 
Coins 


WHAT  EXPERT  DEALERS 
AND  COLLECTORS  ADVISE 


Best  Buys  in  Rare  Coins,  by  Donn  Pearlman. 
Donn  Pearlman,  a  member  of  the  ANA 


AL  DISCOUNT! 

Board  of  Governors,  CBS  radio  broadcast¬ 
ing  personality,  and  long-time  numismatist, 
has  turned  out  a  dandy  volume,  Best  Buys  in 
Rare  Coins,  which  gives  lots  of  advice  and 
many  observations  and  recommendations 
about  buying  rare  coins,  all  spiced  here  and 
there  with  a  bit  of  humor. 

More  than  200  prominent  rare  coin 
collectors,  investors,  and  dealers  were  asked 
to  respond  to  the  statement:  "If  my  closest 
friends  or  relatives  wanted  to  get  into  nu¬ 
mismatics,  I'd  recommend  they  purchase 
the  following  item(s)  because  of  their  his¬ 
torical  importance,  beauty,  and  potential 
for  increasing  in  value."  But  Best  Buys  in 
Rare  Coins  is  more  than  just  a  tabulation  of 
the  survey  results.  The  book  is  filled  with 
fascinating  information  and  stories  about 
the  most  recommended  coin  and  currency 
items,  as  well  as  obverse  and  reverse  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  recommended  coins. 

Pearlman  emphasizes  that  collecting 
must  come  before  any  profit  motives  and 
repeatedly  urges  rare  coin  investors  to  be¬ 
come  "collector-investors."  His  book  con¬ 
tains  a  large  reference  section  on  where  to 
turn  for  more  information  in  specific  coin 
and  currency  items  and  specialized  hobby 
groups.  197  pages,  softbound.  (Stock  No. 
BPE-100)  $8.95. 


Photograde  | 

■  of*«dy  RxjwiHfe-a  17th  latrton 
Official  Phneopaf*.,:  CrjJtnz  Gja dt 
fib r  l.'nutfi  Suae  Coin* 

©@  ® 

By  James  I  Ruddy 


Photograde,  by  James  F.  Ruddy.  Match  your  coin 
to  the  photograph  and,  presto,  it's  graded! 
The  best-selling  grading  guide  ever  published, 
wi  th  h  undreds  of  thousands  of  copies  in  print- 
far  outselling  any  other  reference  in  the  field. 
Designated  as  an  official  grading  guide  by  the 
ANA  in  1972.  All  series  are  covered  from  half 
cents  through  double  eagles.  New  expanded 
edition,  208  pages,  illustrated.  Also  contains 
information  concerning  cleaning  coins,  pre¬ 
serving  them,  how  to  recognize  Matte  Proofs, 
and  other  data.  An  essential  volume  for  every 
collector.  Softbound.  (Stock  No.  BRU-414) 
$9.95  Hardbound,  1  7th  edition  (Stock  No. 
BBM-415)  SPECIAL  OFFER:  Get  the  hard¬ 
bound  version  for  the  softbound  price!  $9.95 

The  Standard  Guide  to  the  Lincoln  Cent,  2nd 

Edition,  by  Sol  Taylor,  Ph.D.  Each  Lincoln  cent 


variety  from  1909  onward  is  discussed  in 
detail,  with  information  concerning  availabil¬ 
ity,  strike,  etc.  Illustrated.  With  price  guide. 
Softbound  (Stock  No.  BTA-100)  $14.95 


Secrets  for  Profit 
ill  Coin* 

&  iu»d  Precious  Metal- 


The  Investor's  Guide  to  Coin  Trading,  by  Scott  A. 
Travers.  This  is  a  volume  designed  expressly 
for  the  coin  investor.  The  author  deals  with 
market  trends,  investment  portfolios, 
telemarketing,  grading  standards,  slabs  and 
encapsulation,  insider  information,  "how  to 
buy  low  and  sell  high"  (actually  the  title  of  a 
chapter  in  the  book),  bullion  coins,  coins  as 
works  of  art,  auction  sales,  classical  rarities, 
commemoratives,  dealers  and  financial  plan¬ 
ners,  and  more. 

The  book  jacket  notes:  "With  the  in¬ 
formation  in  this  book  you  will  gain  the 
knowledge  that  you  need  to  buy  and  sell 
the  most  commonly  traded  coins  on  the 
same  footing  as  marketplace  insiders.  You 
will  be  able  to  trade  coins  sight-unseen,  just 
like  securities.  And  you  will  know  how  to 
handle  coin  transactions  face  to  face,  when 
that  approach  is  more  advantageous.  Rare 
coins  have  been  popularly  traded  and  a 
sensational  investment-but,  until  now,  in¬ 
siders  have  been  the  primary  beneficiaries. 
The  book  will  enable  you  to  join  the  insiders 
making  smart  trades  and  investments  near 
the  ground  floor,  in  this  burgeoning,  lucra¬ 
tive  marketplace."  230  pages,  illustrated. 
Hardbound  (Slock  No.  BTR-701)  $24.95 
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Charlotte  Mint  Gold  Coins,  by  Douglas  Winter. 
This  book  discusses  each  and  every  Charlotte 
Mint  gold  coin,  including  characteristics,  rar¬ 
ity,  and  numerous  other  factors.  This  standard 
reference  in  the  field  has  been  highly  ac¬ 
claimed.  It  is  a  "must"  for  the  library  of  every 
serious  gold  coin  collector.  Softbound  (Stock 
No.  BWI-81 2)  $1 4.95;  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BWI-813)  $29.95 

A  Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  1991 
Edition,  by  Richard  S.  Yeoman.  The  latest 
edition  of  the  best-selling  book  ever  printed 
on  the  subject  of  United  States  numismatics. 
270  pages.  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BYE-742) 
$9.95 

NUMISMATIC 

POSTERS 

Virgil  Brand  Poster.  This  large  and  colorful  poster 
is  printed  on  museum  quality  stock  and  fea¬ 
tures  gems  from  the  Virgil  Brand  Collection, 
which  was  sold  by  Bowers  and  Merena  in 
1 983  and  1 984.  Ideal  for  framing  and  display! 
This  poster  measures  21  inches  wide  x  32 
inches  high.  Dress  up  your  office!  (Stock  No. 
BBM-131)  $10.00. 

Norweb  Collection  Poster.  Very  popular!  This 
beautiful,  full-color,  art-style  poster  is  printed 
on  museum-quality  paper.  Illustrated  are  some 
of  America's  most  famous  rarities  from  the 
Norweb  Collection— coins  which  set  world 
record  after  world  record  when  Bowers  and 
Merena  auctioned  them  in  1987  and  1988. 
This  poster  is  perfect  for  framing,  and  makes 
an  excellent  gift  for  anyone,  numismatist  or 
not!  Measures  21  x  34  inches.  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
132)  $10.00. 

King  of  Siam  1 804  Silver  Dollar  Poster.  Featured 
on  this  poster— in  all  its  lovely  full  color  glory— 
is  the  Gem  Proof  1804  silver  dollar  once 
owned  by  the  King  of  Siam,  the  finest  known 
specimen  of  the  "King  of  American  Coins." 
The  coin  was  offered  in  the  King  of  Siam  Sale 


by  Bowers  and  Merena  in  October  1987.  It 
measures  21  inches  wide  by  32  inches  high 
and  is  an  ideal  companion  to  the  posters  just 
listed.  Absolutely  gorgeous  and  extremely 
popular!  (Stock  No.  BBM-133)  $10.00. 

1793  Chain  AMERI.  Cent  Poster.  This  museum 
quality  full-color  art  poster  depicts  the  superb 
Uncirculated  Chain  AMERI.  purchased  by 
Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries,  earlier  sold  by 
Stack's  as  part  of  the  Herman  Halpern  Collec¬ 
tion.  Both  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  this 
classic  piece  are  shown  in  detailed,  enlarged 
color  photographs.  Perfect  for  the  cent  en¬ 
thusiast!  Each  poster  measures  21x32  inches 
and  is  printed  on  museum-quality  stock.  (Stock 
No.  BBM-134)  $10.00. 

OTHER  BOOKS  BY 
Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 

The  following  books  are  not  numismatic, 
but  they  are  interesting!  And,  they  all  come  with 
our  usual  money-back  guaiantee. 


The  Encyclopedia  of  Automatic  Musical  Ins¬ 
truments.  The  standard  reference  book  on 
coin-in-the-slot,  old-time  nickelodeon  pianos 
with  art  glass  fronts,  music  boxes,  calliopes, 
player  pianos,  musical  gambling  machines, 
orchestrions,  circus  organs,  and  the  like. 
Over  15,000  copies  of  this  1,008-page, 
illustrated,  softbound  book  have  been  sold! 
The  American  Library  Association  called  it 
"one  of  the  best  reference  books  of  the 
year."  (Stock  No.  BBM-801)  $49.00. 

Robert  Robinson:  American  Illustrator.  A 

dandy  volume  detailing  the  story  of  one  of 
America's  most  famous  illustrators  and 
magazine  cover  artists,  who  did  features  for 
Saturday  Evening  Post  in  the  style  later  made 
famous  by  Norman  Rockwell.  Profusely  il¬ 
lustrated,  including  a  section  of  color  plates. 
Published  at  $  1 2.95,  and  a  best  seller  at  that 
price.  We  purchased  the  remaining  unsold 
stock  and  offer  copies  at  a  special  value. 


Pa^e  f>0 


These  make  ideal  gifts  for  a  friend!  (Stock 
No.  BBM-806)  $10.00. 


Volume  I  •  The  History 


Q.  DAVID  BOWERS 


The  Moxie  Encyclopedia.  If  you  enjoy  history, 
nostalgia,  and  old-time  photos  of  soda  par¬ 
lors,  carnivals,  and  fairs— if  you  are  a  student 
of  brilliant  advertising  from  years  gone  by— 
if  you  want  to  read  one  of  the  greatest 
success  stories  in  business— then  this  book, 
about  a  soft  drink  that  once  outsold  Coca- 
Cola,  is  a  must.  For  the  numismatist,  there  is 
a  page  describing  a  token  issued  by  Moxie! 

The  book  will  provide  several  eve¬ 
nings  of  delightful  reading!  760  pages, 
softbound.  Second  printing!  (Stock  No. 
BBM-809)  $19.95. 


Nickelodeon  Theatres  and  Their  Music.  This 
book,  2 1 2  pages  in  length,  tells  all  about  the 
ornately  fronted  theatres  of  the  1 900-1 9 1 5 
years,  plus  hundreds  of  illustrations  of  early 
film  stars,  theatres,  and  so  on.  "His  finest 
work  to  date;  will  be  enjoyed  by  everyone 
interested  in  films  and  film  history,"  noted 
the  Vestal  Press.  This  book  has  been  very 
favorably  reviewed.  A  great  book  which 
you'll  enjoy  reading  if  you  are  interested  in 
American  history  and  nostalgia— and  it  is 
also  slightly  related  to  numismatics,  inas¬ 
much  as  a  nickel  was  the  typical  admission 
charge!  Buy  a  copy  for  yourself  and  other 
copies  for  use  as  gifts.  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
82 1 )  $1 9.95.  Deluxe  hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-822)  $24.95 
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Muriel  Ostriche:  Princess  of  Silent  Films.  In 

1913  Muriel  Ostriche  was  voted  the  sec¬ 
ond  most  popular  film  actress  in  America 
(Alice  Joyce  was  first),  far  ahead  of  Mary 
Pickford  and  other  contenders.  Muriel  en¬ 
tered  films  in  1911  when  as  a  young 
highschool  girl  she  was  approached  on  the 
street  by  a -casting  director,  and  said  she 
looked  pretty,  and  invited  her  to  apply  for 
a  screen  test.  From  that  point  on,  in  a  career 
spanning  a  decade,  she  appeared  in  hun¬ 
dreds  of  films  and,  because  of  her  reckless 
feats,  was  known  as  "the  daredevil  of  the 
movies."  At  one  time,  the  Thanhouser 
Company,  a  leading  early  producer  of  films, 
set  up  a  special  division,  Princess  Films,  to 
showcase  her! 

In  a  "you  are  there"  fashion,  you  will 
journey  to  the  fascinating  era  of  silent  pic¬ 
tures.  You  will  read  about  how  Muriel  was 
almost  mauled  by  a  tiger,  how  she  almost 
drowned,  and  about  her  other  narrow  es¬ 
capes!  If  you  are  interested  in  film  history, 
American  history,  or  enjoy  books  written  in 
a  nostalgic  vein,  here  is  a  volume  you  will 
not  want  to  miss!  (Stock  No.  BBM-830) 
$19.95.  Deluxe  hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-831 )  $24.95. 

The  Postcards  of  Alphonse  Mucha,  by  Q.  David 
Bowers  and  Mary  L.  Martin.  This  1 20  page, 
softbojjnd,  profusely  illustrated  volume 
covers  the  picture  post  cards  produced  by 
Alphonse  Mucha,  acknowledged  master  of 
art  nouveau.  Each  post  card  illustrated  is 
worthy  of  an  art  gallery!  A  very  popular 
book  which  has  been  acclaimed  in  the 
world  of  art,  antiques,  and  old-time  post 
cards.  (Stock  No.  BBM-850)  $10.00 

SPECIAL  SALE  ON 
BOWERS  ®  MERENA 
AUCTION  CATALOGUES 

The  following  out-of-print  auction  catalogues 
were  issued  by  bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries 
and  its  successor,  Auctions  by  Powers  and 


Merena,  Inc.  Each  catalogue  includes  a  list  of 

prices  realized. 

GARRETT  COLLECTION  AUCTION  CATA¬ 
LOGUES  (1979-1981)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
501)  $69.00.  A  complete  set  of  four 
softbound  auction  catalogues  catalogued 
by  Q.  David  Bowers  during  1 979-1 981  for 
The  Johns  Hopkins  University.  Features  the 
1 804  silver  dollar,  three  Brasher  doubloons 
(one  of  which  brought  $725,000),  colonial 
coins,  U.S.  regular  issues,  and  other  items— 
which  crossed  the  auction  block  for  $25 
million,  the  most  valuable  coin  collection 
ever  to  be  sold.  A  classic! 

CONNECTICUT  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY  AND 
M.  VERNON  SHELDON  COLLECTIONS 
(1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-515)  $8.00.  Cata¬ 
logued  by  Bowers  and  Merena  (as  are  all 
catalogues  to  follow),  in  1983.  Two  fantas¬ 
tic  old-time  collections. 

GEORGE  D.  HATIE  COLLECTION  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-518)  $8.00.  Auction  cata¬ 
logue  featuring  the  superb  collection  of 
George  Hatie,  past  president  of  the  ANA. 

MARCUS  J.  BROWN  ESTATE  COLLECTION 
(1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM-52 1 )  $8.00.  A  large 
offering  of  U.S.  coins  in  various  categories, 
plus  other  specialties.  Done  in  the  famous 
Grand  Format™  style. 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PARTI  (1983) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-525)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM-526)  $25.00.  Part  I 
of  this  legendary  collection,  featuring  many 
rarities.  A  classic  sale! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ARTHUR  SIPE  AND 
EVERETT  W.  NESS  (1983)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
531)  $8.00.  The  collection  of  Arthur  Sipe, 
past  president  of  the  ANA,  and  the  Everett 
W.  Ness  holdings. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  RUDY  SIECK  &  ROY 
HARTE  (1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-535)  $8.00. 

Still  another  important  catalogue  contain¬ 
ing  silver  coins  to  copper  to  gold— and  much 
more! 

VIRGIL  BRAND  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-541)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM-542)  $25.00.  Part  II 
of  this  fabulous  collection,  includes  many 
rarities,  especially  in  the  gold  series.  A  clas¬ 
sic! 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  ADMIRAL  OSCAR  H. 
DODSON  AND  RICHARD  L.  COLLIER 
(1984)  (Stock  No.  BBM-545)  $8.00.  Packed 
with  rarities  from  the  collection  of  Admiral 
Oscar  Dodson  and  the  James  Ruddy  collec¬ 
tion  of  encased  postage  stamps. 

THE  EMERY-NICHOLS  COLLECTION  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-550)  $8.00.  Coins  from  the 
Emery  and  Nichols  collections,  which  had 


been  hidden  away  in  a  bank  vault  for  de¬ 
cades.  Very  important  sale! 

THE  LEE  F.  HEWITT  COLLECTION  (1984) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-551 )  $8.00.  Coinsfrom  the 
collection  of  Lee  F.  Hewitt,  formerly  pub¬ 
lisher  of  the  Numismatic  Scrapbook  Maga¬ 
zine.  Features  U.S.  coins,  patterns,  and  pa¬ 
per  money. 

THE  MILTON  G.  COHEN  COLLECTION 
(1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-553)  $8.00.  Fea¬ 
tures  United  States  and  world  coins,  pat¬ 
terns,  and  paper  money  from  a  variety  of 
consignors. 

THE  HOKE  S.  GREENE  COLLECTION  (1985) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-558)  $8.00.  Features  a 
1  796  quarter  dollar,  many  rare  issues— even 
an  original  1861  Confederate  cent! 

RARE  COINS  FROM  THE  ABE  KOSOFF  ES¬ 
TATE  (1985)  (Stock  No.  BBM-560)  $8.00. 

A  large,  280-page  catalogue  of  U.S.  coins, 
tokens,  medals,  paper  money,  foreign  coins, 
and  ancient  coins  from  the  estate  of  one  of 
America's  most  respected  dealers,  Abe 
Kosoff.  A  treasure  trove  of  rarities. 

HAWAIIAN  CONSIGNMENT  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-562)  $6.00.  A  slim  catalogue  of¬ 
fering  1 37  specimens  of  the  1928  Hawaiian 
commemorative  half  dollar,  consigned  by 
the  Bank  of  Hawaii. 

THE  EZRA  COLE  COLLECTION  (1986)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-564)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-565)  $25.00.  A  large,  296- 
page  catalogue  offering  U.S.  coins,  tokens, 
encased  postage  stamps,  colonials,  paper 
money,  and  ancient  coins. 

THE  STUART  C.  LEVINE,  M.D.  COLLECTION 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-569)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-570)  $25.00. 
A  large,  184-page  reference  offering  a  col¬ 
lection  of  U.S.  half  dimes,  plus  gold  coins, 
commemoratives,  silver  dollars,  and  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  JULIAN  LEIDMAN 
(1986)  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-572)  $25.00.  Containing  the  collec¬ 
tions  of  Julian  Leidman  and  others,  and  held 
in  conjunction  with  Presidential  Coin  and 
Antique  Company,  Inc.,  this  catalogue  fea¬ 
tures  Hard  Times  and  Civil  War  tokens,  so- 
called  dollars,  and  other  Americana.  80 
pages. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DAVID  W.  DREYFUSS 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-573)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-574)  $25.00. 
Conducted  with  the  Presidential  Coin  and 
Antique  Company,  this  1  76-pagecatalogue 
offers  the  greatest  collection  ever  of  inaug¬ 
ural  medals,  Assay  Commission  medals, 
Indian  Peace  medals,  etc. 

THE  HARRY  EINSTEIN  COLLECTION  (1986) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-575)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
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Books  for  Sale 

TAKE  A  CONFIDENTIAL  DISCOUNT! 


Hardbound  (Slock  No.  BBM-576)  $25.00 
A  superb  offering  of  the  gold  coins  of  Harry 
Einstein,  the  popular  radio  personality.  Fea¬ 
tures  an  1879  $4  Stella,  early  gold,  etc. 
Other  consignments  include  an  1 804  silver 
dollar. 

THE  PRINCETON  COLLECTION  AND  THE 
DR.  CHARLES  W.  INGLE  COLLECTION 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-577)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-578)  $25.00. 
A  varied  sale,  emphasizing  early  American 
coins— with  a  specialized  listingofVermont 
coppers. 

THE  BARON  VON  STETTEN-BUCHENBACH 
&  THE  HARVEY  E.  SMITH  COLLECTIONS 
(1986)  (Stock  No.  BBM-579)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.BBM-580)  $25.00. 

A  marvelous  catalogue,  288  pages,  con¬ 
taining  a  huge  collection  of  world  coins, 
and  an  impressive  collection  of  U.S.  coins. 

THE  WESTCHESTER  COLLECTION  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-581 )  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-582)  $25.00. 
A  varied  sale  consisting  primarily  of  U.S. 
coins.  21 6  pages.  Included  are  many  impor¬ 
tant  gold  issues,  a  1 794  silver  dollar,  and 
more. 

THE  FREDERICK  B.  TAYLOR  COLLECTION 

(1987)  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

584)  $65.00.  This  is  the  most  comprehen¬ 
sive  catalogue  ever  of  state  copper  coin¬ 
ages,  1  785-1  788.  Over  300  pages,  with 
hundreds  of  die  varieties  among  Connecti¬ 
cut,  New  Jersey,  Massachusetts  and  Ver¬ 
mont  coins.  A  classic!  Also  featured:  Bryan 
money,  Canadian  blacksmiths'  tokens,  and 
world  coins. 

THE  FIRST  NATIONAL  BANK  OF  DENVER 
COLLECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 

585)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-586)  $25.00.  An  interesting  sale  from 
the  reference  collection  of  the  First  Na¬ 
tional  Bank  of  Denver,  Colorado,  contain¬ 
ing  many  U.S.  issues,  with  some  early 
American  pieces  and  currency. 

THE  BEBEE  COLLECTION-1987  ANA  CON¬ 
VENTION  SALE  (1987)  Deluxe  Hard¬ 
bound  (Stock  No.  BBM-588)  $25.00.  A  320- 
page  catalogue  offering  the  collection  of 
Aubrey  and  Adeline  Bebee.  Includes  sev¬ 
eral  1  794  silver  dollars,  as  well  as  other  U.S. 
and  world  coins. 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  I.  (1987) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-589)  $10.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-590)  $25.00. 
This  400-plus  page  catalogue  describes  Part 
I  of  the  fabulous  Norweb  Collection.  A 
treasure  trove  of  numismatic  information, 
and  one  of  the  largest  and  most  rarity-laden 
catalogues  ever.  A  classic! 

THE  KING  OF  SIAM  SALE  (1987)  (Stock  No. 


BBM-591 )  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-592)  $25.00.  This  slim  catalogue 
contains  just  a  few  hundred  lots,  but  what 
lots  they  are!  Included  is  the  1834  King  of 
Siam  Proof  set,  containing  a  Gem  Proof 
1804  silver  dollar. 

THE  EBENEZER  MILTON  SAUNDERS  COL¬ 
LECTION  (1987)  (Stock  No.  BBM-593) 
$8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
594)  $25.00.  An  interesting  catalogue  with 
many  desirable  U.S.  coins  from  colonials  to 
gold. 

THE  LLOYD  M.  HIGGINS,  M.D.  COLLEC¬ 
TION  (1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-595)  $8.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-596) 
$25.00.  A  fascinating  catalogue  with  im¬ 
portant  large  cents,  a  Gem  Proof  1879  $4, 
early  gold,  rare  U.S.  patterns,  and  Washing¬ 
ton  pieces. 

THE  GUIA  COLLECTION  (1988)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-597)  $10.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-598)  $25.00.  A  fabulous 
catalogue  describing  what  is  believed  to  be 
the  most  valuable  collection  of  world  gold 
coins  ever.  A  classic! 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  II  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-599)  $10.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-600)  $25.00. 

A  fabulous  catalogue,  companion  to  Part  I. 
A  big  296  pages  in  length.  Many  different 
U.S.  coins;  silver,  gold,  and  colonials.  An 
American  classic! 

THE  EVERSON  AND  FAUGHTCOLLECTIONS 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-601 )  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Slock  No.  BBM-602)  $25.00. 

A  his  sale  offered  a  wide  variety  of  U.S. 
coins,  including  patterns,  Proofs,  a  $47.71 
Kohler  ingot;  paper  money,  etc.  A  compre¬ 
hensive  sale. 

THE  ESTATES  OF  PHILIP  M.  MANN,  JR.  & 
GLENN  SMEDLEY(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM- 
603)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No. 
BBM-604)  $25.00.  This  sale  offered  two 
extremely  important  collections  of  rare  U.S. 
patterns,  commemoratives,  gold  coins,  and 
other  numismatic  specialties. 

THE  NORWEB  COLLECTION,  PART  III  (1988) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-605)  $25.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-606)  $25.00. 
Another  fabulous  Norweb  Collection  cata¬ 
logue.  Offered  are  colonials,  half  dollars, 
silver  dollars,  $20  pieces,  and  more. 

THE  DAVID  SILBERMAN  COLLECTION 
(1988)  (Stock  No.  BBM-607)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-608)  $25.00. 
An  important  offering  of  Proof  coins,  rare 
gold,  large  cents,  etc. 

THE  ESTATE  OF  BYRON  F.  JOHNSON,  JR. 
(1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-609)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-610)  $25.00. 
This  collection  features  many  important 


U.S.  rarities,  world  coins,  and  more.  324 
pages.  (Sale  held  in  January  1989.) 

FOUR  LANDMARK  COLLECTIONS  (1989) 
(Stock  No.  BBM-611)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-612)  $25.00. 
Passive— that's  the  only  way  to  describe  this 
480  page  catalogue,  one  of  largest  ever 
issued.  Offered  are  U.S.  rarities,  Hard  Times 
tokens,  Civil  War  tokens  and  store  cards, 
world  coins,  and  much  more! 

THE  BROOKS  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-613)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-614)  List:  $25.00.  This 
important  catalogue  offers  a  wonderful  se¬ 
lection  of  early  U.S.  gold  coins,  1  794-1 803 
silver  dollars,  and  much  more. 

THE  COLLECTION  OF  DR.  NELSON  PAGE 
ASPEN-THE  1989  ANA  CONVENTION 
SALE  (1 989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-61 5)  $25.00. 
Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-61 6) 
$25.00.  The  collection  of  Dr.  Aspen  fea¬ 
tures  a  veritable  smorgasbord  of  U.S.  and 
world  rarities.  A  huge  392  pages. 

THE  KISSEL  AND  VICTORIA  COLLECTIONS 
(1989)  (Stock  No.  BBM-61 7)  $8.00.  Deluxe 
Hardbound  (Stock  No.  BBM-618)  $25.00. 
One  of  the  most  significent  offerings  of 
Canadian  coins  ever,  the  Victoria  Collec¬ 
tion  features  two  examples  of  the  1 92 1  half 
dollar.  A  wide  selection  of  U.S.  coins  rounds 
out  this  280-page  catalogue. 

THE  SACCONE  COLLECTION  (1989)  (Stock 
No.  BBM-61 9)  $8.00;  Deluxe  Hardbound 
(Stock  No.  BBM-620)  $25.00  This  336- 
catalogue  features  one  of  the  most  varied 
offerings  of  American  coins  ever,  every¬ 
thing  from  New  Jersey  coppers  to  a  High 
Relief  MCMVII  double  eagle. 

THE  COLLECTIONS  OF  R.H.  GORE,  JR.  AND 
DENNIS  IRVING  LONG  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-621 )  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-622)  $49.00  Not  one  but  two 
important  collections  highlight  this  sale, 
which  features  gems  from  the  Norweb, 
Garrett,  and  Eliasberg  collections.  Rarities 
include  an  1  794  silver  dollar,  numerous  $3 
gold  pieces,  and  a  breathtaking  $50  Panama- 
Pacific  slug. 

SELECTIONS  FROM  THE  BOYD,  BRAND  & 
RYDER  COLLECTIONS  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-623)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-624)  $49.00  An  immense  424- 
page  volume  offering  superb  U.S.  coins, 
Hard  Times  tokens,  colonials,  paper  money, 
and  Canadian  coins. 

THE  SUSSEX  COLLECTION  (1990)  (Stock  No. 
BBM-625)  $8.00.  Deluxe  Hardbound  (Stock 
No.  BBM-626)  $49.00.  Features  superb 
coins  from  an  old-time  holding.  Many  coins 
and  notes  are  new  to  the  present  genera¬ 
tion  of  collectors. 
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Kings  wood  Display  Holders 


If  you  have  it, 
display  it! 

Protect,  store,  and  display  your 

collection  to  its  finest  advantage- 
all  with  our  Kingswood  Display 
Holders.  Each  measures  8x10  inches  in 
size  and  is  made  of  sturdy  Lucite  plastic, 
black  with  gold  imprinting,  sandwiched 
between  two  clear  sheets,  and  secured 
with  screws  at  the  border.  These  holders 
are  of  museum  quality  and  are  the  finest 
on  the  market. 

Kingswood  holders  are  available  for 
$28.50  apiece.  The  cost  is  no  more  than 
you  would  pay  for  a  "standard"  holder  of 
the  same  size  and  format,  except  that 
"standard"  holders  usually  are  not  gold 
imprinted  but,  rather,  are  printed  with 
silkscreen  or  transfer  lettering.  The 
Kingswood  holders  are  individually 
stamped  with* bright  gold  letters— adding  a 
special  jewel-like  quality  to  your  display. 

Type  Collection 
Holders 

Kingswood  Type  Collection  holders 
were  designed  to  store  and  display 
collections  of  type  sets.  KW-1 
through  KW-9  contain  openings  for  issues 
first  released  during  the  time  spans 
indicated.  KW-5,  for  example,  contains 
openings  for  new  issues  of  bronze,  nickel, 
and  silver  coins  from  1861-1900. 

The  remainder  of  holders  in  the  type 
collection  section  make  it  possible  for  you 
to  build  type  sets  of  United  States 
commemorative  silver  and  gold  coins,  type 
sets  of  specific  designs  (such  as  the  Liberty 
Seated  coinage),  mints  (Carson  City  Mint), 
denominations  (United  States  half  cents), 
or  metals  (.900  silver). 


♦  KW-1 

New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1793-1799 

This  holder  begins  the  panorama  of 
American  coinage  with  new  issues 
introduced  during  the  1793-1799  years,  i 
This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cenl,  Liberty  Cap  Facing  Left,  1  793.  Half  Cent, 
Liberty  Cap  Facing  Right,  1 794-1  797.Cent.  Chain 
Reverse,  1 793.  Cent.  Wreath  Reverse,  1  793. Cent. 

Liberty  Cap,  1793-1796.  Cent.  Draped  Bust,  1796-1807. 
Half  Dime,  Flowing  Hair,  1  794-1  795.  Half  Dime,  Draped 
Bust/Small  Eagle,  1  796-1  797.  Dime,  Small  Eagle,  1 796- 
1797.  Dime,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1798-1807. 

Quarter,  Small  Eagle,  1 796.  Half  Dollar,  Flowing  Hair, 

1 794-1 795.  Half  Dollar,  Draped  Busl/Small  Eagle,  1 796- 
1  797.  Dollar,  Flowing  Hair,  1  794-1  795.  Dollar,  Draped 
Bust  Small  Eagle,  1795-1798.  Dollar,  Heraldic  Eagle, 
1798-1804. 


♦  KW-2 

New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1800-1830 

During  the  1800-1830  era  many  new 
designs  were  issued.  This  holder  contains 
openings  for: 


Half  Cent,  Draped  Bust,  1800-1808. 

Half  Cent,  Classic  Head,  1809-1836.  Cent,  Classic  Head, 
1808-1814.  Cenl,  Matron  Head,  1816-1835.  Half  Dime, 
Heraldic  Eagle,  1800-1805.  Half  Dime,  Capped  Bust, 
1829-1837.  Dime,  Capped  Bust  Large,  1809-1828. 

Dime,  Capped  Bust  Small,  1828-1837.  Quarter,  Heraldic 
Eagle,  1804-1807.  Quarter,  Capped  Bust  Large,  1815- 
1828.  Half  Dollar,  Heraldic  Eagle,  1801-1807.  Half 
Dollar,  Capped  Bust,  1807-1836. 

♦  KW-3 

New  Issues  Copper  and  Silver  1831-1850 

New  issues  of  this  era  include  the 
Braided  Hair  half  cent,  the  initial  appear¬ 
ance  of  Liberty  Seated  coins,  and  other 
pieces.  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Half  Cent,  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857.  Cent,  Matron  Head 
Modified,  1835-1839.  Cent,  Braided  Hair,  1840-1857. 
Half  Dime,  Liberty  Scated/No  Stars,  1837-1838. 

Half  Dime,  Liberty  Seated/Stars,  1838-1  859.  Dime, 
Liberty  Seated/No  Stars,  1837-1838.  Dime,  Liberty 
Seated/Slars,  1838-1860.  Quarter,  Capped  Bust  Small, 
1831-1838.  Quarter,  Liberty  Seated,  1838-1865.  Half 
Dollar,  Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge,  1836-1837.  Half 
Dollar,  Capped  Bust/Reeded  Edge,  1838-1839.  Half 
Dollar,  Liberty  Seated,  1839-1866.  Dollar,  Liberty 
Seated,  1840-1865. 

♦  KW-4 

Copper,  Copper-Nickel, 

Silver  1851-1860 

New  issues  of  the  1851-1860  era 
include  the  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents, 
three  varieties  of  three-cent  pieces,  and 
various  Liberty  Seated  coins.  This  holder 
contains  openings  for: 

Cent.  Flying  Eagle,  1856-1858.  Cent,  Indian  Head/Laurel 
Wreath,  1859.  Cent.  Indian  Head/Oak  Wreath  C.N., 
1860-1864.  Three-Ccnt,  No  Outline  to  Star,  1851-1853. 
Three-Cenl,  Three  Outlines  to  Star,  1854-1858.  Three- 
Cent,  Two  Outlines  to  Star,  1859-1873.  Half  Dime, 
Arrows  at  Date,  1853-1855.  Half  Dime,  Legend 
Obverse,  1860-1873.  Dime,  Arrows  at  Dale,  1853-1855 
Dime,  Legend  Obverse,  1860-1891.  Quarter,  Arrows  & 
Rays,  1853.  Quarter,  Arrows,  1854-1855.  Half  Dollar, 
Arrows  &  Rays,  1853.  Half  Dollar,  Arrows,  1854-1855. 


♦  KW-5 

New  Issues  Bronze,  Nickel,  Silver 
1861-1900 

This  holder  is  a  top  favorite.  When 
completed,  it  will  exhibit  19  gorgeous 
coins!  This  holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent.,  Indian  Head,  1864-1909.  Two-Cent,  Shield,  1864- 
1873.  Three-Cent.  Nickel  Alloy,  1865-1889.  Nickel, 
Shield  With  Rays,  1866-1867.  Nickel,  Shield,  1867-1888. 
Nickel,  Liberty,  1883.  Nickel,  Liberty  With  CENTS,  1883- 
1913.  Dime,  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Dime, 
Barber,  1892-1916.  Twenty  Cents,  Seated  Liberty,  1875- 
1878.  Quarter,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891.  Quarter, 
Sealed  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Quarter,  Barber,  1892- 

1915.  Half  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866-1891.  Half 
Dollar,  Seated  With  Arrows,  1873-1874.  Half  Dollar, 
Barber,  1892-1918.  Dollar,  Seated  With  Motto,  1866- 
1873.  Dollar,  Morgan,  1878-1921.  Dollar,  Trade,  1873- 
1885. 

♦  KW  6 

New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1901-1950 

Here  is  another  perennial  favorite!  The 
Lincoln  cent,  the  new  silver  designs  of 

1916,  the  Jefferson  nickel,  the  Roosevelt 
dime,  and  other  memorable  pieces  made 
their  debut  within  this  time  span.  This 
holder  contains  openings  for: 

Cent.,  Lincoln  V.D.B.  Reverse,  1909.  Cent,  Lincoln 
Wreath,  1909-1958.  Cent,  Lincoln  Steel,  1943.  Cent, 
Lincoln  Shell  Case,  1944-1946.  Nickel,  Buffalo  Mound, 
1913.  Nickel,  Buffalo  Flat  Ground,  1913-1938. 

Nickel,  Jefferson,  1938-.  Nickel,  Jefferson  Wartime  Alloy, 
1942-1945.  Dime,  Mercury,  1916-1945.  Dime, 
Roosevelt  Silver,  1946-1964.  Quarter,  Standing  Liberty 
Type  I,  1916-1917.  Quarter,  Standing  Liberty  Type  II, 
1917-1930.  Quarter,  Washington  Silver,  1932-1964. 

Half  Dollar,  Walking  Liberty,  1916-1947.  Half  Dollar, 
Franklin,  1948-1963.  Dollar,  Peace  type,  1921-1935. 

♦  KW  7 

New  Issues  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver 
1951  Onward 

New  issues  of  coins  of  our  own  era  are 
represented  in  this  holder.  This  holder 
contains  openings  for: 

Cent.,  Lincoln  Memorial,  1959-1982.  Cent.,  Lincoln 
Zinc,  1982-.  Dime,  Roosevelt  Clad,  1965-.  Quarter, 
Washington  Clad,  1965-.  Quarter,  Bicentennial  Silver, 
1776-1976.  Quarter,  Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Half 
Dollar,  Kennedy  Silver,  1964.  Half  Dollar,  Kennedy 
Silver  Clad,  1965-1970.  Half  Dollar,  Kennedy  Clad  Alloy, 
1971-.  Half  Dollar,  Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976.  Half 
Dollar.,Bicentennial  Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar, 

Eisenhower  Silver,  1971-1974. 

Dollar,  Eisenhower  Clad,  1971-1978.  Dollar, 

Bicentennial  Silver,  1776-1976.  Dollar,  Bicentennial 
Clad,  1776-1976.  Dollar,  Susan  B.  Anthony,  1979-1981. 


Kingswood  Specials 

Special  KS  1 

Order  KW-1  through  KW-7  as  a  unit  and 
pay  only  $179  for  all  seven  holders! 

Special  KS  2 

Order  any  four  holders  from  KS-8 
onward  and  pay  just  $85  for  the  set! 

Special  KS  3 

Order  any  six  holders  from  KS-8  onward 
and  pay  just  $123  for  the  set! 
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♦  KW  8 

New  Issues  Gold,  1834-1900 

New  gold  coin  issues  in  the  span  of 
1834-1900,  including  the  scarce  $1  and  $3 
issues,  all  of  which  adds  up  to  a  beautiful 
display!  This  holder  contains  openings  for 
13  coins. 

KW-9 

New  Issues  Cold,  1901-1933 

KW-9A 

Cold,  1901-1933  &  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII 

KW-10 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1892-1925 

KW-11 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  1926-1935 

KW-1 2 

Commemorative  Silver  Issues  of  1936 

KW-1 3 

Commemorative  Silver  and  Clad,  1937-1986 

KW-14 

New  Issues  Gold  1795-1834 

KW-1 5 

Commemorative  Cold  Issues  1 903-1 986 

KW-191 

U.S.  Half  Cents,  Selected  Classic  Head  Types,  Regular 
Issues,  1809-1835 

KW-211 

Liberty  Seated  Quarters  and  Half  Dollars 

KW-212 

Liberty  Seated  Coinage,  Silver  Dollars 

KW-213 

Liberty  Seated  Coinage, 

Basic  Type  Collection 

KW-2 1 4  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

United  States  Coins  of  the  Carson  City  Mint 

KW-2  30 

United  States  Half  Cent  Types,  1  793-1 857 

KW-2  31 

United  States  Half  Cent  and 
Large  Cent  Types  1  793-1857 

KW-232 

United  States  Cent  Types,  1793  to  Dale 

KW-2  3  3 

United  States  Coinage  Designs— Two,  Three,  and  Five- 
Cent  Pieces,  1851  to  Date 

KW-2  3  4 

United  States  Half  Dime  Types,  1794-1873 

KW-2  3  5 

United  States  Dime  Types,  1 796  to  Date 

KW-2  3  6 

United  States  Quarter  Types,  1  796  to  Date 

KW-2 3 7  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

United  States  Half  Dollar  Types— 

.900  Silver  Issues,  1  794-1964 

KW-2  38 

United  Slates  Dollar  Types— 

Regular  Issues,  .900  Silver,  1794-1935 

KW-2  40 

United  Stales  Dollar  Types,  1794  to  1987 


Date  Collection  Holders 

Kingswood  Date  Collection  holders 
are  designed  to  hold  series  of  coins 
by  date  and  mintmark.  This  has 
long  been  a  popular  collecting  method. 

To  make  collecting  by  date  and 
mintmark  even  more  fun,  the  following 
holders  divide  each  series  into  logical  and 
simplified  segments.  For  example,  you  may 
wish  to  collect  Standing  Liberty  quarters, 
but  do  not  intend  to  purchase  the  rarest  of 
these  coins.  With  this  series  you  can  order 
a  holder  for  Standing  Liberty  quarters  that 
contains  openings  for  the  1924  through 
1 930  issues  only.  It  takes  just  1 8  coins  to 
fill  the  holder! 

KW-1 00 

Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  Cents,  1856-1878 

KW-1 01 

Indian  Cents,  1879-1909 

KW-1 02  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Lincoln  Cents,  1909-1920 

KW-1 03  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Lincoln  Cents,  1921-1934 

KW-1 04 

Lincoln  Cents,  1935-1946 

KW-1 05 

Lincoln  Cents,  1947-1958 

KW-1 10 

Buffalo  Nickels,  1913-1924 

KW-1  1  1 

Buffalo  Nickels,  1925-1938 

KW-1 20  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Mercury  Dimes,  1916-1926 

KW-1 21 

Mercury  Dimes,  1927-1937 

KW-1 22  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Mercury  Dimes,  1938-1945 

KW-1 30 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1916-1923 

KW-1 31 

Standing  Liberty  Quarters,  1924-1930 


KW-1 32 

Washington  Quarters,  1932-1942 

KW-1 33 

Washington  Quarters,  1943-1952 

KW-1 34 

Washington  Quarters,  1953-1964 

KW-1 40 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1916-1919 

KW-1 41 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1920-1934 

KW-1 42 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1935-1940 

KW-1 43 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollars,  1941-1947 

KW-1 50 

Morgan  Dollars,  1878-1880 

KW-1 51 

Morgan  Dollars,  1881-1883 

KW-1 52 

Morgan  Dollars,  1884-1887 

KW-1 53 

Morgan  Dollars,  1888-1891 

KW-1 54 

Morgan  Dollars,  1892-1895 

KW-1 55 

Morgan  Dollars,  1896-1900 

KW-1 56 

Morgan  Dollars,  1901-1921 

KW-1 57 

Morgan  Dollars, 

20th-Century  Issues  1901-1921 

KW-1 58  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Peace  Dollars,  1921-1926 

KW-1 59  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Peace  Dollars,  1926/D-1935 

KW-1 92 

U.S.  Braided  Hair  Half  Cents— 

Business  Strike  Issues  1849-1857 

KW-2  39 

U.S.  20th-Century  Dollars  1878-1987 

KW-1 80  Nearly  Sold  Out! 

Liberty  Double  Eagles,  20th-Century  Issues 

KW-1 81 

United  States  20th-Century  Liberty  Eagles 

KW-2  01 

United  States  Silver  Eagles, 

Liberty  Walking  Half  Dollar 

KW-2  02 

United  States  Cold  Eagles, 

Saint-Caudens  Double  Eagle 

KW-2  03 

United  Stales  Cold  Eagles, 

Saint-Gaudens  Double  Eagle 

KW-2  04 

Artist  Designed  Coins  of  the  20th  Century 
Regular  Issues:  Copper,  Nickel,  Silver,  &  Cold 

KW-2  60 

Morgan  and  Peace  Dollars,  Mint  Collection 
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When  Great  Collections 

Are  Sold 

c 4 

Bowers  and  Merena 
Sells  Them 

Contact  us  now  about  selling  your  coins. 

Sales  held  in  New  York  and  other  major  cities. 

Auctions  by  Bowers  and  Merena,  Inc. 

Box  1224,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 

(603)  569-5095  ♦  (800)  222-5993  (Orders  only) 


When  Great  Collections 

Are  Sold 


Bowers  and  M erena 
Sells  Them 

Bowers  And  Merena 

Box  1224 ,  Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 


For  orders:  (800)  222-5993  •  In  New  Hampshire:  (603)  569-5095  •  Fax:  (603)  569-5319 


